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News and Notes

Reconstructive Surgery Fund, Lepra, UK

Lepra’s (The British Leprosy Relief Association) Reconstructive Surgery Fund (formerly the ‘Ring
Fund’) gives priority to early leprosy case-finding and treatment before the nerves become involved
or damage ensues. Nevertheless, Lepra wishes to encourage reconstructive surgery for leprosy
patients who have suffered nerve damage. This surgery should: remobilize clawed hands; reactivate
eyelid closure; rebuild collapsed nose bridges; and restore dorsiflexion to dropped feet or correct
clawed toes. Lepra has therefore established a fund for reconstructive surgery. Grants will be given
on a per capita basis towards the cost of surgery, pre- and post-operative physiotherapy, equipment
and temporary hospitalization for the patient. The grants apply to India and will usually be paid in
rupees at rates which are decided by Lepra, allowing for inflation. Applications for grants should be
submitted to: Lepra-India-Society, PB No. 1518, Plot No. 37, Asbestos Colony, Vikrampuri,
Secunderabad 500 003, India.

WHO Model Prescribing Information; Drugs used in Mycobacterial Diseases

This 40-page publication provides model prescribing information for some 13 essential drugs used
for the prevention and treatment of tuberculosis, and for the treatment of leprosy, and for the
treatment of diseases caused by nontuberculous mycobacteria, including localized cutaneous
lesions, pulmonary disease, lymphadenitis, and disseminated disease.

The first chapter, devoted to tuberculosis, opens with a detailed overview of the disease, its
clinical features, and the main principles of prevention, tuberculin testing, and chemotherapy. The
special problems of diagnosis and treatment in HIV-infected patients are briefly discussed. Readers
are also given detailed information on the properties of antituberculosis drugs, preferred treatment
regimens, monitoring of patient compliance and therapeutic responsc, and the treatment of
relapsing and unresponsive disease. Against this background, model prescribing information is
presented for 10 drugs used in vaccination, chemoprophylaxis, and chemotherapy. Each drug is
profiled in terms of its clinical uses, dosage and mode of administration, contra-indications and
precautions, use in pregnancy, adverse effects, and possible interactions with other drugs. Drugs
used in the treatment of leprosy are covered in the second chapter, which also features background
information on the disease and the main principles of multi-drug therapy. The final chapter
provides prescribing information for drugs used to treat nonspecific mycobacterial infections.

Apply to: Office of Publications, WHO, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland. Price: Sw. fr. 9; US $8.10.
In developing countries; Sw. fr. 6.30. Order no. 1150363.

Actionaid Disability News, Bangalore, India
Actionaid Disability News is a bi-annual newsletter of the Disability Division, ActionAid, India.
The newsletter is meant for private circulation only, for planners, administrators, professionals,
funding organizations and implementing agencies involved in disability and rehabilitation
programmes.

The major emphasis of the newletter is on articles related to policy development, concept
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