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results however speak for themselves, in 1 945 the  overall prevalence of leprosy in the  area was 48 per 

1 000 and in 1 987 only 3 per 1 000! Not content with providing modern drugs for the 1 00 or more 

villages, Jagadisan also arranged dental and eye treatment for the area. 

Jagadisan's influence was m uch wider and by maintaining his position as Honorary Advisor for 

BELRA, now LEPRA, in I ndia he travelled the length and breadth of I ndia vetting requests for 
support. He was particularly interested in children's  work as he saw this as very important .  

Jagadisan's advice and integrity could always be relied upon and he quickly developed a very wide 

network offriends in the leprosy field, especially those in  the charity world. He was never at a loss to 
find someone or some organization to help a deserving cause. 

Despi te the increasing difficulties caused by his leprosy, Jagadisan travelled widely in the cause 
of leprosy and took an active part, not only in many Leprosy Conferences in I ndia from 1 947 to the 

X I I  International Congress held in New Delhi in 1 984, but also in international leprosy congresses 

held in M adrid, Tokyo, Rio de Janeiro, and London.  He had friends everywhere and was much 

sought after as a speaker and writer on his pet subject. 

Many awards came his way in later years, but the one he treasured most was the International 

Gandhi Award for Distinguished work in Leprosy given in  1 98 8 .  In presenting the award The 

President of India, Mr R. Venkataraman, concluded his presentation speech by saying: 

'Professor Jagadisan, in presenting you this Award, I am not j ust placing it in a Gandhian's hands, but 
through them, at  the feet of the Master, whose name it bears . '  

I t  was  in fact a stroke of fortune, not only  for Jagadisan but a l so  for the  cause of leprosy, that  he 

caught leprosy in his youth.  His l ife,  which started with so many setbacks, was truly one of 

'fulfilment through leprosy ' .  
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Henry Hobbs died on 3 October 1 990 aged 80.  He was  formerly consultant ophthalmic surgeon to  
the Royal Free Hospital and M aida Vale Hospital for Nervous Diseases and honorary consultant 

to Moorfields Eye H ospital in  London .  An obituary notice in  the British Medical Journal stated that 
during his working l ife ophthalmology matured as a surgical specialty and scientific discipline and 

that he played a significant part in  this. His contributions were numerous and he had a particular 

interest in glaucoma, the use of lasers in diabetic retinopathy, the retinotoxicity of chloroquine and 

the ocular complications of leprosy. 

I should l ike to give further details on this latter fact .  Henry Hobbs was the honorary 

ophthalmic consultant to the Hospital and Homes of St Giles for sufferers from leprosy at East 
Hanningfield, Essex for 24 years and during that time he had the care of a very considerable number 

of patients with ocular complications of all  degrees of severity .  He was a most kind and courteous 
man and showed meticulous care in his examination,  treatment and follow-up of all  his patients 
over the years. He published several articles in leprosy journals on the blinding lesions of leprosy 

and he introduced the simple pen-torch i l luminated loupe, which has been of great help in the 
diagnosis of uveitis to many leprologists working under field conditions .  He was always wil l ing to 

give time to train doctors in the detailed examination of the eyes in leprosy. He paid visits to several 

centres abroad, in particular Sungei Buloh, M alaysia and Chikankata, Zambia to make surveys and 

to assist and train the local workers in the management of eye conditions.  In his last working year he 

cooperated in a joint investigation into the ocular histopathology of animals experimentally 

infected with Mycobacterium leprae and M. lepraemurium . His work was always of the highest 
standard and he will be remembered with affection and gratitude by many people. 
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