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WOODEN BOX FOR THE TAKING, FIXATION AND TRANSPORT OF SLIDES
FOR SLIT-SKIN SMEARS IN LEPROSY UNDER FIELD CONDITIONS
Sir,

Over 2 years ago, with the further extension of our work from the base in Istanbul to an
increasing number of the leprosy-endemic regions of Turkey, we developed a wooden box for the
taking, fixation and transport of slides for slit-skin smears in leprosy, suitable for use under field
conditions. Essentially it consists of a robust wooden box with a zinc-lined lid and various
compartments for the spirit bottle, cotton wool, scalpel and slides, as shown in Figure 1. The wood
for the main box is 1 cm thick; that for the inner partitions 0-5 cm. The external dimensions are
20 x 16 x 13 cm. The inner dimensions and design are shown in Figure 2. ‘Dove-tailing’ of the
wooden joints is not essential, but it considerably strengthens the whole structure and is worth the
extra effort. In Istanbul we are fortunate in having the simple materials for the construction of the
box readily available and the total cost, including labour, is less than US$5, although we realize that
this figure may be higher in other countries. Dr David Payne of the Malaria Unit in WHO has
written to inform us that a similar box for the transportation of malaria slides (Slide box, Hans
Lubhr, for 100 slides; WHO standard Malaria Unit pattern) was designed many years ago for the
Malaria Eradication Programme and that some are still in daily use after 25 years. Our experience
with the leprosy box illustrated here over the past 2 years is that it stands up well to daily use,
including thousands of kilometers of travel by road, and that it is extremely effective in protecting
slides from UV light, dust and breakage. We hope that it may prove valuable in other leprosy
programmes, where skin smears are taken, fixed and transported in the field.

Istanbul Lepra Hastanesi MUSTAFA SUTLAS & ILHAN OZEL
Bakirkéy, Istanbul, Turkey

Figure 1. The main part of the wooden box consists of compartments for the spirit bottle, cotton wool, knife
handles and blades, spare slides and record cards. The draw on the right carries the used slides in wooden slots.
The heat-resistant zinc-lined lid on the left is for the fixation of slides, using the flame from a ball of cotton wool
saturated in spirit. External dimensions: 20 x 16 x 13 cm.
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Figure 2. Diagram of the upper view of the box showing compartment A for the spirit bottle and cotton wool;
compartment B for knife handles and spare blades; compartment C for clean slides and record cards. The
measurements given are inner dimensions.

Acknowledgment

We are grateful to Dr A Colin McDougall, Oxford, UK, for his interest and encouragement to
submit this letter for publication.





