RIFAMPICIN MONOTHERAPY IN PAUCIBACILLARY LEPROSY

Sir,

It was interesting to read the results of treatment of paucibacillary (PB) leprosy with ten weekly
doses of rifampicin (Lepr Rev 1987, 58: 349-58). However, I do not think that it is prudent to use
rifampicin monotherapy even in PB leprosy patients for the following reasons:

1 The threshold of 10° organisms for the natural occurrence of drug resistant mutantsis applicable
to Mycobacterium tuberculosis' and we do not really know whether the analogy is applicable to
M. Leprae.

2 The said threshold is for the drugs against which resistance develops in a stepwise fashion and not
for the drugs against which it develops in a single step.! The resistance of M. leprae against
rifampicin develops as a single step process.? It has developed earlier than that against dapsone.
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3 After the unfortunate experience of dapsone monotherapy and case reports of rifampicin
resistant leprosy,?? rifampicin monotherapy appears to be unjustified even in PB leprosy patients.
If resistance to rifampicin becomes ubiquitous as has happened with dapsone, we will lose the
most potent antileprosy drug available to us today.
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