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This i s  an important i s sue , and I have chosen to comment on 

certain aspects o f  it before deal ing with it . The se a s pects 

are : -

The reason behind the found ing o f  ALERT 

The f inanc ial support for ALERT and 

The current leprosy s i tuation in Afric a .  

Leprosy i s  a chronic , non-k i l l ing , but phy s ical ly and 

s oc i a l ly c r ippl ing disease  that man has l ived with for 

centurie s . Based on the exper ience of the World Health 

Organ i z ation ( WHO ) Leprosy Adv i s ory Team in 1 9 6 2 - 1 9 6 6 , and 

avai lable data from reports on many individual countries , a 

conservative e s t imate o f  leprosy patients in Africa was 

3 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  out of a popu lation of 3 0 5 , 1 5 7 , 0 0 0  ( 1 ) . To make the 

s ituation wor s e , only 1 , 3 9 8 , 2 2 0  were reg i s tered ( 1 ) . 

Thus , leprosy was one · o f  the ma j or pub l i c  hea l th prob l ems 

that demanded a lot of concerted e f forts . One o f  the approaches 

in the fight again s t  thi s  disease  wa s the training o f  manpower . 

This could have been done anywhere and at one or several 

centre s . I f  the latter had been chosen , we could have had 

many ALERTs , but thi s  would have been an expens ive venture . 

There fore , the ideal thing was , and s ti l l  i s , to have a main 

international training c entre i n  one o f  the countr ies in Africa 

where lepro sy i s  endemic . 

I t  was according to thi s  l ine o f  thought that the A l l  A fr i c a  

Leprosy and Rehab i l itation Training Centre (ALERT ) w a s  

conce ived a n d  dec ided to be e s tab l i shed in Add i s  Ababa , 

Ethiopia . Thus , ALERT was founded on 1 1  December , 1 9 6 5  and 

reg i s tered with the Imperial  E thiopian Government on 1 January 

1 9 6 6  ( 2 ) . The founding members were : 

1 .  I nternationa l Soc iety for Rehab i l itation 

D i s ab l ed ; repre sented by Mr . P au l  W .  B rand . 

o f  the 

2 .  Amer ican Leprosy M i s s i on ;  repres ented by Mr . Orie 

Mi l ler ; 
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3 .  The L eprosy M i s s ion , 

A . D . Askew 

London ; repre s ented by Mr . 

4 .  The Mini stry o f  Pub l ic Health o f  the I mper i·al E thiopian 

Government ; repre sented by the Mini s ter o f  Health , Ato 

Abebe Retta . 

5 .  H a i le S e l a s s i e  1 st Univers ity , Addis  Ababa ; represe nted 

by L i j  K a s s a  Wolde Mar iam , Pre s ident of the Univer s ity . 

The purpo se o f  ALERT , a s  s tated in the charter ( 2 ) , wa s as  

fol lows : 

" The purpos e  o f  the c ooperation sha l l  be to train men 

and women in a l l  aspects of leprosy with spec ial  

empha s i s  on control , treatment and rehab i l i tation for 

work in African countr ie s " . 

" I n accordance with the terms o f  thi s  Agreement ALERT 

under the auspic e s  o f  the Mini s try shall continue the 

medical and admin i s trative management in order to keep 

up to the s tandard nece s s ary for continuation o f  

activities as  a n  I nternational Training Centre where men 

and women sha l l  be trained in a l l  aspects of lepr soy 

with spec ial emphas i s  on the medical and surg i c al 

treatment ,  and phy s i c a l  and social rehab i l i tation o f  

suf ferers from Leprosy particularly a s  it app l i e s  to 

the African continent " ( 3 ) . 

Accordingly , ALERT over the last twenty year s has been 

conducting training programme s for international and nationa l 

trainee s . The se inc lude doctors , rural area supervi sors , 

phys iotherapists , and d i f ferent c ategor ies o f  medical and 

para-medical trainees for in- s ervice training . The national 

cour s e s  took medic al , nur s ing , laboratory technician and health 

a s s i s tant student s . 

Table 1 shows the number o f  national and expatriate trainees at 

ALERT between 1 9 6 8  and 1 9 8 5  who served in African countr ies  

( 4 )  • 
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Table 1 .  Number of participants in courses run by ALERT 1968 - 1985 

Trainees To serve in Country of service 

African countries W'lkno.vn 

Doctors 406 62 

Rural area supervisors 295 89 

Physiotherapists 65 32 

How was ALERT f i nanced ? ALERT was financed by contr ibutions 

from members and non-member sponsor ing organi z ation s . See 

T ab l e s  2 and 3 .  

Table 2 .  Members of ALERT 

American Leprosy Missions , Founder rranber 

Ministry of Health, Ethiopia, Founder rrerober 

Addis Ababa University , Ethiopia, Founder rranber 

Rehabilitation International , Founder rrerober 

The Leprosy Mission, London, Founder member 

Associazione Nazionale Amici dei Lebbrosi , Italy 

Christoffel Blinden Mission, Gennany 

Dutch Govermnent Technical Aid, Ministry of Foreign Affairss Enmaus 

Suisse 

German Leprosy Relief Association 

Les Amis du pere Damien, Belgium 

Mennonite Mission, USA 

Netherlands Leprosy Relief Association 

Norwegian Save the Children Federation 

Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and. Developnent Cooperation 

swedish Red Cross 

swedish Save the Children Federation 

World Council of Churches/All Africa Conference of Churches and its 

rranber organizations 
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Table 3 .  Non-mernber sponsoring organizations 

Agence Canadienne de Developnent Internationale (ACOI ) 

Danish Save the Children Fund 

Danish International Developnent Agency (DANIDA) 

Fame Pereo, Canada 

International Coordination Carmittee for Developnent Projects 

(ICCO) , Netherlands 

LEPRA, Colchester , UK 

Raoul Follereau Foundation, France 

Raoul Follereau Foundation, Luxembourg 

World Council of Churches , SWedish National Carmittee . 

For the f inanc ial contr ibutions to ALERT , see the article by 

H .  Kober , " The sponsors and ALERT : Expectations and 

obl igations " .  

One could note that Ethiopia i s  the only African S tate that 

has been contr ibuting f inanc i a l ly towards ALERT . The Mini s try 

contributed nearly hal f of the annual running cost the first 

two years  o f  its ex i s tenc e . I f  one take s ILEP members 

s eparate ly , one note s that the Mini stry has been one of the 

h ighe s t  contributing members . In spite of the prevai l ing 

economic s i tuation in E thiopia , the Mini s try has made a 5 0 %  

inc rease i n  its  lump sum contr ibut ion towards ALERT ( 5 ) . What 

are the other obl igations that the Mini s try has met over the 

year s ?  The s e  are l i s ted among s t  the s even obl igations of the 

Ministry ( 3 ) . 

1 .  To continue granting ALERT the privilege o f  uti l i z ing 

free of charge a l l  buildings and equipment of the Addis 

Ababa Lepro sy Hospital and the premi s e s  around it . 

2 .  To grant ALERT ful l exemption from cus toms dutie s and 

exc ise  taxes in E thiopia regarding items to be uti l i z ed 

by the pro j ect in order to fac i l i tate the aims and 

obl igations of the proj ect , inc luding medicine s , 

supplies , medical and other equipment and vehicles in 

accordance with regulations o f  Mini s try of F i nance of 

the E th iopian Government . 
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3 .  To  grant ALERT expatr iate per s onne l with contract 

exemptions from the payment of income tax or any other 

taxe s on the remuneration in accordance with the 

regul ations of the Mini s try of F inance of the E th iopian 

Government , and to grant expatriate s t a f f  on contract 

the right to import free o f  duty pers onal household 

belong ing s within s ix months a fter the date of their 

a s s ignment in accordance with the government 

regulations . 

H aving brie f ly said thi s  much on the past activities o f  

ALERT , I would l ike t o  come back t o  the que s tion o f  the 

prospects for ALERT in the African context . Th i s  being a very 

important question , I wou ld l ike to put forward some o f  the 

i s sues as fol lows : 

1 .  What i s  the s ituation o f  leprosy in Africa today ? 

2 .  What i s  the pro s pect o f  Leprosy Control in Afr i c a ?  

3 .  H ave w e  trained enough o f  a l l  c ategories o f  leaders and 

teacher s  in the f i e ld of lepros y ?  

I n  1 9 8 1 , out o f  a population o f  3 3 3 , 7 7 9 , 1 2 5  from 3 8  African 

countries , there were an e s t imated 3 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  leprosy pat ients 

of whom only 2 , 1 9 7 , 5 4 0  were regis tered ( 6 ) . To make the 

situation wors e , twenty countr ies  had reported a 4 2 %  regularity 

in treatment ( 6 ) . 

The recent introduction o f  the mu ltiple-drug therapy ( MD T )  

programme , recommended b y  WHO , b y  s evera l  African countr ie s , 

though not on a country-wide scale , s eems to have reduced the 

number of leprosy patients drastically . But sti l l  there 

remains a l arge group that is not reg i s tered . Furthermore , 

a s  there was no I?revious c l inical trial with MDT , we do not 

know the input of thi s approach in leprosy control programme . 

Thus , tho s e  treated p a t i e n t s  need proper f o l l owing up s o  a s  to 

learn from this exper i�nce . 

Leprosy control programme s in Africa w i l l  have to continue 

to depend on dapsone monotherapy and a s tepwi se introduction 

o f  the MDT approach as far as the current knowledge of l eprosy 

control and ava i l able resource s  permi t . 

We s t i l l  have a long way to go be fore we can s ay we h ave 

trained enough manpower . From this we can c learly conc lude 

that : 

1 .  Unt i l  such a time come s when African countr ies  have 

trained enough manpower to be abl e  to hand le the leprosy 
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problem in the ir respective countr�es , ALERT mus t  

continue as  a n  I nternational Training Centre for 

Leprosy . 

2 .  I t  i s  high t ime that other African s tates rea l i z e  the 

great bene fits they are getting from ALERT and make 

f inanc ial  and / or mater ial  c ontributions to the cause o f  

ALERT . 

I t  i s  my s incere hope that this brief  introduction o f  the 

activities and achievements of ALERT to a l l  African countr ies  

in the f ight against  l eprosy in the past twenty years  would 

s t imul ate the intere s t  of other African governments to 

s e r ious ly cons ider the bene fits  that ALERT has provided and 

continue to provide , and to di scharge thei r  duties and 

respon s ibilitie s . 

F inal ly I would l ike to add that the a s s i s tance f rom outs ide 

the African continent is very important in s o lving our 

prob lems , but unle s s  it is supp lemented with our own concerted 

e f forts it w i l l  not have a las ting e f f ect . 
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