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I t  i s  a great honour for me to addr e s s  the audience on th i s  

spec i a l  occas ion : the twentieth annive r s ary o f  ALERT , and o n  

s uch a sub j ect : " The K e 1 1 e rsberger �lemo r i a l  Lecture . "  

The Ke1 1er sberger Memorial Lecture was e s tab l i shed in 1 9 7 4  by 

the Ame r ican Leprosy M i s s ion , under the auspice s  o f  ALERT , 

as a memorial to Dr . E ugene K e l l ersberger . 

Al low me to retrace the exceptional l i fe o f  the late Dr . 

K e 1 1ersberger . 

Eugene Rol and K e 1 1 e r sberger was born in Texas in 1 8 8 8 , got 

h i s  M . D . from Washington Univer s ity Med i c a l  School in 1 9 1 5 , and 

worked as a medi c a l  m i s s ionary in the Pre sbyterian Church from 

1 9 1 6  to 1 9 4 0 . He arrived in A f r i c a  in 1 9 1 6 , where he undertook 

extens ive work on s leeping s ickne s s . 

H e  founded B ibanga Med i c a l  S choo l and Ho spita l , in the 

B e l g i an Congo , now Z a ire . There he founded , in 1 9 3 0 , the f i r s t  

organi zed Lepros y  Hospita l ; from 1 9 4 0  to 1 9 5 3  he worked in the 

American Leprosy Mi s s ion and in 1 9 4 4 , whi l e  he was the 

pre s ident , gave a grant for training to the Princ e s s  Z e nebework 

Hospita l , which , as you know , became ALERT in 1 9 6 6 . Dr . 

K e 1 1ersberger was an exception a l  f i gure , decorated on many 

occas ions for h i s  service ; he was a member of the American 

S o c iety o f  

A s s o c i ation , 

Trop i c a l  

the New 

Med i c ine , the 

York Ac ademy 

United S tates Pub l ic Hea l th Servic e . 

I nterna t i o na l  

o f  S c ienc e s , 

Lepros y 

and the 

I t  is in the memory of th i s  great man that the f i r s t  

inaugura l  lecture which c o inc ided with t h e  X t h  Annua l Med i c a l  

Con ference o f  the E thiopian Med i c a l  As soc iation w a s  de l ivered i n  

M a y  1 9 7 4  by J .  Convit .  

The l atter , at that time D i rector o f  PAHO I nternational for 

Training and Re s e arch 

Caracas , lectured o n  

C l inic a l  Immuno logical ,  

in Leprosy and 

" Leprosy and 

Re l ated D i seases from 

Le i s hmanias i s . S imilar 

P atho l og ic a l  Mode l s " . The lecturer 
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stated quite r ight ly , 

satis faction 

K e l l e r sberger 

to have 

Memorial 

d i s tingui shed worker in 

leprosy patient" . 

" I t i s  for me a mo s t  deep spiritual 

been de s ignated to inaugurate the 

Lectures named in honour of such a 

the f i e ld o f  the rehab i l itation o f  the 

The second lecture , entitled " Immunome tabo l i sm in Lepro s y "  

w a s  de l ivered b y  O l a f  K .  Skinsne s , Professor o f  Patho logy 

in Honolulu ; based on his own research , it  made the audience 

aware of the role of ac id mucopo lysaccharide a s  a metabol ic 

sub strate for leprosy bac i l l i . 

D r . Graham Wede l l  pres ented the I I I rd Lecture on May 2 7 , 

1 9 7 6 , " A  Neuroanatomi s t  Looks at Leprosy " . 

A fter an interruption o f  one year , Dr . SG Browne , from the 

Leprosy M i s s ion , United K i ngdom , a personal friend o f  

Kellersberger , del ivered , " Leprosy Control - Pre sent P o s i tion 

and Future P rospects " .  T aking the audience back to what he 

c a l led the dark year s of the presulphone era , of c haulmoogra 

and hydrocarpus with exoti c  name s l ike gor l i  o i l , c a j aput , 

cashew nuts and s ap , pa s s ing by the i l lus ion and delus ion 0 ;  

" 3 0  odd years o f  widespread monotherapy " ,  he stres sed the 

magnitude of the prob lem of leprosy in the wor l d  and the 

pro s pe c t  of mul t i  drug therapy . The integration of l eprosy 

whi l e  exc e l lent in intention may i n  practice l ead to an 

ero s ion of the qua l i ty of the treatment of the leprosy 

s u f ferer , D r . 

do not seem 

though our 

Browne c onc lude : " so far all in a l l  our e f forts 

to have succeeded in containing thi s  scourge , 

therapy and care have reduced the to l l  o f  

individual suf fering and apprehens ion" . 

The fol lowing year the audie nc e  had the p l e a s ur e  o f  l i s t e n i ng 

to D r . RC Hasting s , Head o f  the Pharmac o l ogy Re search 

Department at C arvi l le , who gave a talk on 

" Immunosuppr e s s ive - Ant i i n f l ammatory Thal idomide Analogue s " , 

s tre s s ing the role o f  thal idomide in the management o f  erythema 

nodosum leprosurn . 

On 3 1  May , 1 9 8 0  Dr . 

from C arvi l l e , del ivered 

P a i n " . 

Paul Brand , another prominent figure 

his lecture entitled " L iving without 

I n  1 9 8 1  D r . 

the 

H .  Sansarr icq gave a thorough and extens ive 

lecture on " General S i tuat ion of Lepros y  in the World " . 

" '!'he magni tude o f  the leprosy problem As he r ight ly put it , 

expre s s ed in number i s  not i n  general very impre s s ive . . .  
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however , we have to admit that we do not know how to me a s ure 

human suffer i ng s  and s o c i a l  l o s s e s " . D r . S an s arr icq had a more 

optimistic view than Dr . Browne , o f  cour s e ; thi s was a fter Alma 

Ata . 

In  1 9 8 2  D r . S tyb l o  f rom the I nternational Union 

aga i n s t  Tuberculos i s  from P a r i s , on the hund redth anniver s ary 

o f  Kock ' s d i scovery , presented the mo s t  oppor tune lectur e . 

" Tuberculo s i s  and i t s  Contro l , a L e s son to be l e arned f rom P a s t  

Expe r ienc e , a n d  Impl ication f o r  Leprosy Contro l Programme s " . 

Dr . Job ' s  l e c ture on " Lepromin T e s t  and I t s  Rol e  in 

the Management o f  Lepros y "  was rece ived with acc l a im .  

1 9 8 4  was a s pe c i a l  year for the E th iopian Med i c a l  

A s � o c i ation , which c e l ebrated i t s  twentieth annive r sary , a n d  o n  

thi s  occ a s ion D r . Levy ' s l e c ture on " Chemotherapy o f  Lepro s y , 

a Tool for Leprosy Control " ,  w a s  l i s tened to in a spirit o f  

gene r a l  euphoria . 

The " Ro l e  o f  BCG i n  the control o f  leprosy " was pres ented on 

31 May , 1 9 8 5  by D r . F ine from the Ro s s  I n s ti tute , London . T h i s  

eminent pro f e s sor g ave pro l i f i c  examp l e s  o f  contradic tory r e s u l t s  

in the protection o f  B C G  aga i n s t  tuberc u l o s i s  a n d  leprosy , and 

pointed out with humour : " that lepro sy and tuberculo s i s  

services are be ing integrated throughout the world by 

immuno logy even if not by bureaucr ac y " . 

I have tried to g ive an overview o f  the K e l l e r sberger 

Memo r i a l  Lecture s g iven over the years at the annual medi c a l  

conferenc e s  o f  the E thopian Med i c a l  A s soc iation from 1 9 7 4  t o  

1 9 8 5 . As y o u  wil l have not i c ed , the Ame r i c an Leprosy M i s s ion 

and ALERT have been extreme l y  meticulous i n  ma intaining a high 

s tandard in the s e l e c t ion of the s peaker s , who a lway s s trove 

to keep the audience abre a s t  o f  the deve lopment of new ide a s  

and controve r s ies . 

The E thiopian 

a lways r e serving 

the b e s t  forum 

Med i c a l  A s s o c i ation , 

the be s t  t ime on i t s  

f o r  a l l  he a l th work e r s  

o n  i t s  s ide , by 

programme , 

in E thiopi a ,  

pre s e nted 

for the 

annual med i c a l  con ference i s  now to attract a s  many doc tor s as 

po s s ible from d i f ferent regions of E thiopi a ,  and , be l ieve me , 

no one mi s s e s  the K e l l e r s berger Memo r i a l  Lec ture . I t i s  the 

ide a l  f orum for the d i s seminat ion of ideas and I am certain i t  

wi l l  continue . Tho s e  who have attended th i s  lecture know that 

the only l imitation for attendance is the c apac i ty of the 

aud itor ium . 
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The Ethiopian Medical As soc iation had the pleasure of  

pr inting the whole lecture in i t s  organ , the E thiopian Z,ledical 

Journal . S ince 1 9 8 2 , ALERT c ontr ibute s f i nanc i a l l y  towards the 

pr inting o f  the j ournal where the lecture is pub l i shed , and 

the Ethiopian Med i c a l  A s s oc i ation expre s s e s  its thanks for the 

US $ 5 , 0 0 0  rece ived . 

Our thanks go to the Ame r ic an Leprosy M i s s ion and ALERT . 

Ethiopian doctors and other health pro fes s iona l s  have been the 

bene fic iaries of the K e l l e r sberger Memo r i a l  Lec tur e , and on thi s  

occ a s ion , I should l ike t o  expr e s s  my deep and s incere 

grati tude to all who have made thi s  lecture po s s ible . 

On the 7 5 th anniver s ary o f  the American Lepros y  M i s s ion , 

Julia Lake , the w i f e  o f  the late Dr . K e l l e r s berger c on f e s s ed 

that , in 1 9 3 0 , they had wi shed to have the wor ld a s  a wedding 

g i f t , and may I s ay that the Kel lersberger Memor i a l  Lecture , in 

a way , has made the i r  dream c ome true . 

F inally , on thi s  2 0 th annive r s ary o f  ALERT , I should l ike again 

to quote Jul i a  Lake : " Love is l ike a child feeding honey to a 

bee with broken wing s . "  I enj oy think ing that tho s e  who work in 

and support ALERT and other s imil ar institutions are l ike 

th i s  child , feeding honey to a bee with broken wings . 




