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On beha l f  o f  the I nternationa l F ederation o f  Anti-Leprosy 

As soc iations ( ILEP )  I should l ik e  to expr e s s  my hear t f e l t  

congratu lations a n d  m y  thanks to a l l  tho s e  who contr ibuted to 

the foundation of ALERT , to a l l  thos e  who dur ing the l a s t  2 0  

years have made ALERT one o f  the mo s t  important international 

training centres for leprosy , and to a l l  thos e  who are 

re spon s ib l e  for thi s  pro j ect today . 

At thi s  moment , I think with particular re spect and thank s 

o f  the f i r s t  Executive D irector o f  ALERT who was a good f r i end 

o f  mine and of many other s ,  Onni N i skanen . He loved thi s  

c ountry and i t s  peop l e , he he lped t o  e s tab l i sh ALERT and put i t  

on the r i ght road . We wi l l  never forget Onni N i skanen and h i s  

involvement in ALERT . 

I am pleased that the Gover nment o f  E thiopia has rea l i z ed 

the v a lue o f  an institution l ike ALERT and has supported ALERT 

dur ing a l l  the s e  year s , even in d i f f icult t ime s , and that i t  i s  

repre sented today b y  high o f f ic i al s . 

F i r s t , I should l ike to s ay s ome words about I LEP , a s  the 

repre s e ntative of which I am talk ing to you here . 

I may speak to you a s  the representative o f  I LEP and at the 

s ame t ime as the repr e sentative of the German Leprosy Re l i e f  

A s soc iation which , b y  the dec i s ion o f  I LEP membe r s , acts as 

coordinator of a l l  thei r  a s s i s tance and support to E th iopia and 

a l s o  ALERT . 

The rea son for thi s  i s  that the German Leprosy Re l ie f  

Assoc iation i s  a r e a l  child o f  E th iopi a .  The f i r s t  leprosy 

c olony , which was supported by the German Leprosy r e l i e f  

As soc i ation , was at S an Antoine n e a r  Harrar , and t h e  f i r s t  

l eprosy pro j e c t  that was bui l t  up w i th t h e  help o f  the Ge rman 

Leprosy Re l i e f  A s s o c i ation i n  the year 1 9 5 8  wa s the leprosy 

r e l i e f  centre , B i s idimo . 
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S ince 1 9 5 7 / 5 8 , the German Leprosy Re l i e f  As soc iat ion has 

inve s ted 47 mil l ion DM i n  the fight against leprosy i n  E thiopia 

inc luding ALERT . 

Now , let us have a look at I LEP . 

I LEP , the I nternational Federation of Anti -Leprosy 

As soc iations ( 1 9 6 6 ) , br ings together 23 national bodies based 

in 2 1  i ndustrializ ed countri e s  concerned with helping leprosy 

s u f ferer s .  They cooperate with 99 c ountr i e s  where leprosy is 

endemic : 4 6  countrie s  in A f r ic a , 2 2  countr i e s  in A s i a , 1 5  

c ountr i e s  i n  the Amer icas , 5 i n  Europe , and 1 1  i n  Oceania . 

Altogether the se countr i e s  cons titute a k ind o f  

international leprosy c ommunity , wher e  more than 2 . 5  mi l l ion 

individua l donor s , through the 23 member organ i s ations of I LEP , 

are cooperating with over one mi l l ion leprosy patients through 

government and private pro j ec t s . 

E th iopia i s  one o f  the olde s t  members o f  this i
"
nternational 

communi ty , and according to the we l l - organised national leprosy 

control programme and ALERT , one o f  the mos t  important one s . 

A s  a matter o f  fac t , in 1 9 8 4 , more than 9 0 0  pro j ects with 

1 , 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  leprosy patients were supported by a total budget o f  

nearly US $ 3 4  mi l l ion , o f  which 3 9 %  w a s  expended i n  A s i a , 3 8 %  

in A f r ic a , over 8 %  on research. programme s , and the remainder in 

the Americas , E urope and Oceania .  

I LEP i s  a coordinating body ,,,ho s e  member organ i z ations are 

partner s  in a working c ommunity . Everything , except 

in formation , is decentr a l i z ed within the Federation : funds and 

re source s ,  oper ation activitie s in the field , dec i s ion-making . 

Through the coordinating s tructure s  o f  the Federation 

however ,  a l l  partner s  o f  the communi ty work together . The 

Federation itse l f  is repre s ented in the f i e ld mainly through 

i t s  coordinating members , c a l l ed c oordinators as mentioned 

above . 

The various aspects o f  leprosy work , social and humanitar ian 

as we l l  as  medical and s c ientif i c , are to be found among I LEP ' s  

activities , inc luding leprosy contro l , research , training , 

hea lth education , and rehab i l itation . 

I n  order to cover a l l  the s e  aspects o f  work , I LEP set up a 

series o f  c ommi s s ions , ad hoc working groups , and temporary 

partne r ships . The mo s t  important commi s s ion is without doubt , 

the Med i c a l  C ommi s s ion , which a s sembles the mos t  expe r ienced 

leprologists i n  the wor ld . Other working groups deal wi th 



The sponsors and ALERT 29 

health education , leprosy and pr imary health car e , lepro sy and 

tuberculos i s , teaching and learing mater i a l s , and l a s t  but not 

least there is an ad hoc working group for training whi ch is o f  

the utmos t  importance ,  above a l l  for ALERT . 

S ince the very moment we rea l i s ed that monotherapy i . e .  the 

app l ication of DDS a lone i n  leprosy treatment , produce s  

re s i s tance and thus prevents the cur ing o f  the d i s ease , i t  

became evident that i t  would be nece s s ary t o  u s e  combined drug 

regimens whi ch wou l d  mean the treatment of the d i s e a s e  with a 

comb ination o f  d i f ferent drug s . T ak ing thi s i nto 

cons ideration , even more importance has now to be attached to 

the training of medi c a l  personne l ,  which has a l ways p l ayed a 

key role in lepros y  control and the fight against leprosy . 

And with thi s , the importance and r e spons ib i l i ty o f  ALERT at 

pre sent and i n  the future become s c lear . 

I LEP members are very we l l  aware o f  ALERT ' s  importance and 

have there fore continuous ly supported the centr e . 

I n  a l l , the I LEP member s have contributed a total o f  

2 0 , 8 6 6 , 4 0 0  B i r r  t o  ALERT . 

Based on the annual budget o f  ALERT , which i s  pres ented to 

the I LE P  members by the Executive D irector o f  ALERT and by the 

Coordinator at the D e cember s e s s ion of I LEP , the f i nancing of 

the budget fol lows a speci f i c  sys tem which considers the 

f inanci a l  power of the individual member a s sociat ion and f ixes 

the perce ntage of  the contribution analogous to the I LEP quota 

sy stem . 

For the years 1 9 6 9  to 1 9 8 5 , I LEP suppor t  wa s a s  shown in 

Tab l e  1 .  

I n  1 9 8 6  I LEP member a s s o c i ations are, prepared to make 

ava i l ab l e  a tota l amount of 2 , 5 3 8 , 8 8 3  B i r r  which include s the 

c a s h  budget a nd the s o - c a l l ed s ponsor ed s t a f f .  

The a l loc ations are a s  shown in Table 2 .  

O f  cour se , with thi s  amount , not a l l  the needs o f  ALERT can 

be met but there i s  no doubt that I LEP members make a 

con s iderab l e  contribution to the running o f  ALERT . 

Thi s means that I LE P  has certain expectations a s  regards 

ALERT , its board and i t s  management . 

ALERT has to make sure that the bes t  training for doctors 

and medica l  s ta f f  i s  guaranteed , a training that a l way s needs 

to be oriented towards the l a te s t  f indings in leprosy . 
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Table 1 .  lLEP - Contributions towards ALERI' 1969 - 1985 
--- -

lLEP Members 

DAHW 

AI. 

ALES 

AIM 

DFB 

FFF 

FFL 

FP 

LEPRA UK 

LTB , NEW ZF.AUIND 

NSL 

CM 

RD 

RN 

RS 

SLC 

TIMI 

Period of 

contribution 

1969 - 1985 

1972 - 1985 

1969 - 1985 

1975 - 1985 

1971 - 1985 

1972 - 1985 

1972 - 1985 

1980 - 1985 

1982 - 1985 

J:985 

1969 - 1985 

1982 - 1984 

1976 - 1985 

1974 - 1985 

1970 - 1985 

1971 - 1985 

1970 - 1985 

Total am:>UIlt in Ethiopian Birr 

corresponding to US$ 43, 193 ,385 

No . of 

years 

17 

14 

17 

11  

15  

9 

14 

6 

4 

1 

17 

3 

10 

12  

14 

7 

16  

Total 

contributions 

Birr % 

5 , 390 , 958 25 . 85 

1 , 210 , 764 5 . 80 

1 , 336 , 322 6 . 40 

998 , 316  4 . 78  

1 , 694 , 682 8 . 12  

726 , 516 3 . 4 8  

387 , 880 1 . 86 

617 ,966  2 . 96  

588 , 920 2 . 82 

14 , 356 0 . 07  

2 , 765 , 930 13 . 2 6  

90 , 000 0 . 43  

212 , 898 1 . 02 

1 , 254 , 256 6 . 0 1  

2 , 386 , 454 11 . 44 

657 , 084  3 . 1 5  

533 , 066 2 . 55 

20 , 866 , 368 100% 

I should also l ike to addr e s s  the Government o f  this 

country : The internationa l character of thi s  centre shou ld be 

maintained . ALERT i s  one of the best training centres for 

leprosy , i f  not the best , in A fr i c a  and the who le world . 

Further , I have a me s sage for a l l  A fr ican countries i n  the 

Organi s ation of A fr i c an Unity : This centre is c a l led " A l l  

A fr i c a " . The founders and a l l  tho s e  who maintain thi s centre 

today , fir s t  of al l had in mind that th i s  centre s hou ld be a 

training c entre for the A fr i c an c ontinen t .  We a l l  know that 
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Table II ILEP Participation in ALERT 1986 Budget 

Name of ILEP member 

Amici dei Lebbrosi 

Enmaus SWitzerland 

American Leprosy Missions 

Damien Foundation Belgium 

German Leprosy Relief Ass.  

Foro. Fo1lereau France 

Foro. Follereau Luxembourg 

Fame Perea Canada 

LEPRA UK 

Leprosy Trust Board, 

New Zealand 

Netherlands Leprosy 

Relief Ass . 

Save the Children Dernnark 

Save the Children Norway 

Save the Children SWeden 

Le Secours aux Lepr . Canada 

The Leprosy Hission UK 

Total 

Sponsored Cash 

staff contribution 

Birr Birr 

196 , 900 

147 , 675 

9 6 , 400 51 , 275 

113 , 723 

148 , 400 294 , 540 

253 , 845  

49 , 225 

147 , 675 

147 , 675 

5 , 000 5 , 000 

137 , 000 59 , 900 

5 1 , 250 

149 , 900 

208 ,900  22 , 700  

196 , �0 

30 , 000 30 , 000  

770 ,600 1 , 76 8 , 283 

corresponding to US$ 5 ,255 ,480 

Total 

confirIred 

Birr 

196 , 900  

147 , 675 

147 , 675 

113 , 723 

442 , 940 

253 , 845  

49 , 225 

147 , 675 

147 , 675 

196 , 900 

51 , 250 

149 , 900 

231 , 600 

196 , 900 

60 , 000 

2 , 538 , 883 

many of the c ountr i e s  of thi s  continent have b i g  prob l ems . 

Neverthe l e s s  they shou ld show sympathy and recognition and 

provide s ome support to ALERT . I am very p l e a s ed that in this 

respect steps have been taken again i n  ALERT ' s  j ub i l e e  year and 

I should l ike to encourage the management to fol low thi s  up . 

And , f i na l ly , an addre s s  to the i nternational organ i s ations 

that do not be long to ILEP : P le a s e  c ontinue to give your 

generous suppor t , as in the past . It mus t  be our c ommon aim 
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to integrate the treatment o f  leprosy patient s into the general 

health servic e s  and thus make l epro sy be considered a disease 

l ike any other disease . This aim c an only be achi eved if we 

train medic a l  s t a f f  adequate ly . To teach teache r s  is the task 

o f  ALERT . 

Let us there fore cooperate in sol idar ity and friendship for 

the bene f i t  of thi s  exce l lent pro j ect and for the bene f i t  of 

the people who need our help • 

• 




