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Letters to the Editor

IS THE LEPROMIN TEST RELIABLE I N CHILDREN?

Sir,
Having recently had occasion to review, in the light of findings in Venezuela and elsewhere,
some notes made in Nigeria ( 1 959-65), I must conclude that in young children the lepromin test as
ordinarily practised may not be a reliable indication of resistance to leprosy infection or to capacity
to mount a degree of cell-mediated immunity parallel with the positivity of the test. I would suggest
that workers who are in touch with child contacts of leprosy patients in areas of high leprosy
prevalence should institute investigations into this problem.
My own findings suggested that while a positive test-and a fortiori, a strongly positive
test-was useful in indicating a measure of cell-mediated immunity, a negative test provided no
evidence that the individual was incapable of mounting a degree of cell-mediated immunity
sufficient to limit the enlargement of a single lesion or a few lesions, and eventually to encompass
their spontaneous resolution . Some child patients in whom tuberculoid leprosy was histologically
confirmed, with acid-alcohol-fast debris in superficial nerve fibrils, might proceed to resolution
while the lepromin test remained negative. On the other hand, some child patients in whom the test
was negative gave evidence that their indeterminate macular lesions were in reality prelepromatous
by showing large numbers of acid-alcohol-fast rods in the dermis on regular fortnightly slit-smear
examinations.
S G BROWNE
1 6 Bridgefield Road
Sut ton, Surrey SM 1 2DG

LEPROSY IN SUB-HUMAN PRIMATES: POTENTIAL RISK FOR TRANSFER OF
MYCOBA CTERIUM LEPRAE TO HUMANS

Sir,
I n recent years there have been a number of publications l -7 dealing with the possibility of
leprosy, or a leprosy-like disease, in sub-human primates. The risk of transmission of Mycobacterium
leprae from any source is a function of exposure, and whether this is accomplished by aerosols,
direct physical contact, vectors, or fomites the likelihood is that such transmission is dependent
upon the duration of exposure. In order to investigate the possible role of sub-human primates in
the transmission of leprosy to human beings, we undertook a study in order to ( I ) compare the
prevalence of leprosy in the general population of an endemic area with the prevalence of leprosy in
individuals having daily contact with sub-human primates, and (2) investigate the possibility that
these sub-human primates may constitute a potential risk for transmission of M. leprae to
susceptible humans.
Two states in I ndia, Andhra Pradesh and Tamilnadu, contain 1 5% of I ndia's total population
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