
Lepr Rev ( 1 983) 54, 243-247 

Obituaries 

L O R D  B OY D ,  P R E S I D E N T  OF LEPRA 
1 960- 1 9 8 3  

It is with deep regret we have to announce the tragic death of the President of LEPRA, the Viscount 
Boyd of Merton PC CH who died on 8 March 1 983  in a motor accident at the age of 78 .  

As Alan Lennox-Boyd he was Minister of State for Colonial Affairs from 1 95 1  to 1 952 and 
Secretary of State for the Colonies from 1 954 to 1 959 .  This experience provided an excellent 
background for the future President of LEPRA. 

Lord Boyd was an inspiring and greatly admired President who will be remembered by readers 
of Leprosy Review for the able way in which he presided at so many Annual Meetings of the 
Association. Despite his wide-ranging activities, Lord Boyd had time for everybody, and he never 
failed to convey a feeling of special interest in his dealings with LEPRA personnel and. the 
organization itself. He once told the House of Commons, and was applauded from both sides, ' . . .  
discrimination on the ground of colour is quite deplorable and, like all rudeness, it is both stupid 
and offensive ' .  Since most of LEPRA's work is amongst coloured people, it was particularly dear to 
his heart. 

Shortly before his death, Lord Boyd learned of the exciting developments in the introduction of 
the new short-term treatment for leprosy patients with multiple drugs and the development of a 
possible vaccine. It was clear that he was very pleased with the contribution of the Association of 
which he was President to these exciting developments. 

EDITOR 

REV DR T F R A N K  DAVEY eBE 
The Rev Dr Frank Davey, CBE, a world expert on leprosy and a former medical secretary of the 
Methodist Missionary Society, died on 24 March 1 983 .  He was 75 .  

Davey qualified in medicine at  Manchester University before training for the Methodist 
ministry at Hartley Victoria College. Following his ordination in 1 935  he became a medical 
missionary in Nigeria and in 1 939 he was appointed Director of the Methodist Leprosy Settlement 
at Uzuakoli. 

Under Davey's leadership the settlement became one of the foremost centres for leprosy 
research in West Africa. It  was there that Davey, with Dr John Lowe, pioneered the use of the drug 
daQsone in the treatment of leprosy, he also initiated leprosy surveys and control measures 
throughout what was then known as Iboland. 

He was appointed senior leprosy officer by the Nigerian government in 1 944, a post he held 
while remaining at Uzuakoli, and was appointed OBE in 1 945.  

In 1 959 he returned to Britain to become medical secretary of the Methodist Missionary 
Society, but in 1 968 he returned to field work as director of the Victoria Leprosy Hospital at 
Dichpalli in the Medak Diocese of the Church of South India, a post which he held for 5 years . 
During this period he advised the Indian Medical Service on its leprosy programme and served as 
chairman of the leprosy work associated with Vellore Christian Medical College. 

On his return to this country Davey became Chairman of the Friends of Vellore . During his 
retirement he was editor of Leprosy Review, the international journal of leprosy medicine. He was 
the joint author with R G Cochrane of Leprosy in Theory and Practice, a standard work on the 
disease, and of numerous papers and articles. 
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