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marks the eradication or a potentially lethal disease, an achievement which, as 
little as 10 years ago, many thought unattainable. 

SMALLPOX SURVEILLANCE SURVEILLANCE DE LA VARIOLE 
REW ARD US $ 1 000 RÉCOMPENSE 

A reward has been established by the 
Director-General of WHO for the first 
person who, in the period preceding final 
certification of global eradication, reports an 
active case of smallpox resulting from 
person-to-person transmiss ion and 
confirmed by laboratory tests. ' It is believed 
that such a reward will strengthen world­
wide vigilance for smallpox and the 
continuing national surveillance in recent1y 
smallpox endemic countries. 

Le Directeur général de I'OMS a institué 
une récompense à attribuer à la premiére 
personne qui, au cours de la période 
précédant la certification définitive de 
l'éradication mondiale, signalerait un cas 
actif de variole résultant de la transmission 
d'un etre humain à l'autre et confirmé par des 
essais de laboratoire. '  En offrant cette 
récompense, on pense inciter à la vigilance 
dans le monde entier et contribuer à renforcer 
la surveillance nationale continue dans les 
pays oú la variole était récemment encore 
endémique. 

' (Resolution WHA31 .54, World Health ' (Résolution WHA31 .54, Assemblée mon-
Assembly, 1978) 5 3*diale de la Santé, 1 978) 

W E E K S  W O R L D  F R E E  F R O M  S E M A I N E S  S A N S  V A R I O L E  
ENDEMIC SMALLPOX ENDÉMIQUE DANS LE MONDE 

* The recent laboratory associated out­
break in Birmingham,' United Kingdom, in 
which two per sons contracted smallpox is not 
considered of epidemiological significance 
with respect to the reckoning of the period 
during which the world has been free of 
endemic smallpox. Hence, the number of 
weeks is counted from the week when the last 
known endemic case occurred in Somalia; 
this patient had onset of rash on 26th October 
1 9 77.  

' Birmingham was declared free on 1 6th 
October. 

* La poussée récente,  a s sociée à un 
laboratoire, de  Birmingham' (Royaume-Uni) 
au cours de laquelle deux personnes ont 
contracté la variole est considérée com me 
sans importance épidémiologique pour 
l'estimation de la période depuis laquelle le 
monde est exempt de variole endémique. Les 
semaines sont donc comptées à partir de celle 
oú s'est produit, en Somalie, le dernier cas 
connu de variole endémique, l'éruption étant 
apparue le 26th Octobre 1977 .  

' Birmingham a été déclaré indemne le 
1 6 0ctobre. 

WHO Weekly Epidemiological Record No. 44, 3 November, 1 978 .  

EXCERPTA MEDICA 

( 1 )  Leprosy and Related Subjects, Vol. 1 ,  Issue 1 ,  1 979 

This first issue, published with the aid of the Netherlands Leprosy Relief 
Association, Amsterdam, Member of ILEP, has now appeared, with 26 pages 
of excerpts, following the usual high standard of this series. The one annual 
volume of 10 issues, each containing approximately 1 50 abstracts " . . .  will 
provide a single convenient source of information on subjects currently 
scattered not only over primary journals in many difTerent disciplines, but also 
in a variety of Excerpta Medica abstract journals . . . .  " The subscription rate is 
Dfl. 1 80.00 per volume of 10 issues, including postage and handling. 
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(2) Selected Proceedings ofthe XI International leprosy Congress, 
Mexico City, 1 3- 1 8  November 1 978 

Approximately 500 pages, illustrated, clothbound. Publication date : Summer 
1 979. 
Special pre-publication price : Dfi. 1 50.00/US $66. 75 .  (The list price will be 
Dfi. 2 1 5 .00/US $95 .50.) 

To be published in English. Order forms to
'
Excerpta Medica, PO Box 1 1 26, 

1 000 BC Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

LEPRA; PRIZE ESSAY C OMPETITION, 1 979:  

"THE IMMUNO-PATHOLOGY OF NERVE DAMAGE 
IN LEPROSY" 

Since 1 9 72, first in Oxford, then in Birmingham and Edinburgh, the British 
Leprosy Relief Association (LEPRA) has annually offered prize money of 
f l OO for essays from medicai students on various aspects of the leprosy 
problem. In 1 9 77  it was decided to extend the offer to ali universities with a 
medicai faculty in the United Kingdom. The response in that year, and also in 
1 9 78, was encouraging, and the competition is therefore being continued in 
1 9 79, with the above title. Posters with full details of the conditions of entry 
are now being printed and will shortly be issued to universities. The closing 
date is 3 1  December 1 979.  

EDITORIAL OFFICE CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please note that the new address for the Editorial Office of Leprosy Review is 
The Slade Hospital, Headington, Oxford OX3 7JH. Te!. Oxford 64841,  
ext. 597. 




