
NEWS AND NOTES 249 

ITDG and there is an active exchange of information between the two 
organizations. 

The Ciba Foundation gives indirect support to AHRTAG through the 
continuing association of its Assistant Director as Honorary Director of the 
new Group. 

Working cIosely with WHO and with the U.K. Ministry of Overseas 
Development, AHRTAG has identified a number of opportunities for its 
services. Two modest projects, funded by the U.K. Ministry of Overseas 
Development, are already in progress, and other proposals in collaboration 
with WHO and ITDG are under consideration. 

A contract for the identification and annotation of documents for the 
Intemational Development Research Centre, Ottawa, is nearing completion, 
and AHRT AG looks forward to continued association with this organization. 
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AHRTAG owes its existence to the many people who have provided 
information, contacts, published and unpublished papers, manuals, and books 
on health care throughout the world. In order to provide a worthwhile service, 
we need a constant supply of current material. Please write to us if you have 
documents, data, or experience which would interest us, and which would 
assist us in doing our work ; if you have a problem with which we might be able 
to help ; or if you have an interest in any aspect of health care in the Third 
World. 

Our offices are open to the public during normal office hours and we 
welcome visitors, but, if possible, please write or phone in advance to inform us 
of your intended visito 

S MALLPOX SURVEILLANCE: WHO OFFER REWARD OF US $ 1 000 
FOR DETECTlON OF AN ACTlVE CASE 

From time to time, in leprosy control circles, the principie of ofTering a 
financiai inducement to any member of the community who reports a new case 
of leprosy has been discussed-and abandoned in view of the obvious 
possibility of doing more harm than good to doctor-patient relationships. This 
reward for the detection of a case of smallpox is remarkable not only because 
it has cIearly been decided wise to adopt this principie, but also because it 
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marks the eradication or a potentially lethal disease, an achievement which, as 
little as 10 years ago, many thought unattainable. 

SMALLPOX SURVEILLANCE SURVEILLANCE DE LA VARIOLE 
REW ARD US $ 1 000 RÉCOMPENSE 

A reward has been established by the 
Director-General of WHO for the first 
person who, in the period preceding final 
certification of global eradication, reports an 
active case of smallpox resulting from 
person-to-person transmiss ion and 
confirmed by laboratory tests. ' It is believed 
that such a reward will strengthen world­
wide vigilance for smallpox and the 
continuing national surveillance in recent1y 
smallpox endemic countries. 

Le Directeur général de I'OMS a institué 
une récompense à attribuer à la premiére 
personne qui, au cours de la période 
précédant la certification définitive de 
l'éradication mondiale, signalerait un cas 
actif de variole résultant de la transmission 
d'un etre humain à l'autre et confirmé par des 
essais de laboratoire. '  En offrant cette 
récompense, on pense inciter à la vigilance 
dans le monde entier et contribuer à renforcer 
la surveillance nationale continue dans les 
pays oú la variole était récemment encore 
endémique. 

' (Resolution WHA31 .54, World Health ' (Résolution WHA31 .54, Assemblée mon-
Assembly, 1978) 5 3*diale de la Santé, 1 978) 

W E E K S  W O R L D  F R E E  F R O M  S E M A I N E S  S A N S  V A R I O L E  
ENDEMIC SMALLPOX ENDÉMIQUE DANS LE MONDE 

* The recent laboratory associated out­
break in Birmingham,' United Kingdom, in 
which two per sons contracted smallpox is not 
considered of epidemiological significance 
with respect to the reckoning of the period 
during which the world has been free of 
endemic smallpox. Hence, the number of 
weeks is counted from the week when the last 
known endemic case occurred in Somalia; 
this patient had onset of rash on 26th October 
1 9 77.  

' Birmingham was declared free on 1 6th 
October. 

* La poussée récente,  a s sociée à un 
laboratoire, de  Birmingham' (Royaume-Uni) 
au cours de laquelle deux personnes ont 
contracté la variole est considérée com me 
sans importance épidémiologique pour 
l'estimation de la période depuis laquelle le 
monde est exempt de variole endémique. Les 
semaines sont donc comptées à partir de celle 
oú s'est produit, en Somalie, le dernier cas 
connu de variole endémique, l'éruption étant 
apparue le 26th Octobre 1977 .  

' Birmingham a été déclaré indemne le 
1 6 0ctobre. 

WHO Weekly Epidemiological Record No. 44, 3 November, 1 978 .  

EXCERPTA MEDICA 

( 1 )  Leprosy and Related Subjects, Vol. 1 ,  Issue 1 ,  1 979 

This first issue, published with the aid of the Netherlands Leprosy Relief 
Association, Amsterdam, Member of ILEP, has now appeared, with 26 pages 
of excerpts, following the usual high standard of this series. The one annual 
volume of 10 issues, each containing approximately 1 50 abstracts " . . .  will 
provide a single convenient source of information on subjects currently 
scattered not only over primary journals in many difTerent disciplines, but also 
in a variety of Excerpta Medica abstract journals . . . .  " The subscription rate is 
Dfl. 1 80.00 per volume of 10 issues, including postage and handling. 




