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deterioration and provide maximal chances of recovery. A retrospective study 
over 25 years at the Sevagrarn Unit by M. D. Gupte, M. G. Ranade, R. 
Mahadevan and G. Y. Joshi revealed that both reactions and deformities were 
more common in patients with L and B type leprosy who were regular in 
treatment than they were in those who were irregular, but that patients detected 
at an early stage were least prone to deformity. 

The writer had been invited to deliver a "Guest Lecture" at the inaugural 
Session of the Conference, and devoted this to a review of recent evidence 
regarding the transrnission of M. leprae, and the infiuence of this on leprosy 
control procedures. It was stressed that the uni que complexity of Indian village 
social life demanded a solution to the leprosy problem which was inspired from 
within India and not from sources outside the sub-continent. There already 
exist in India community development projects which could well hold the key 
to the solution of thê immense problems involved, in which leprosy is 
integrated into general health care, not by administrative procedures imposed 
from above, but from below, by the will and cooperation of the people 
themselves. At one such project the proportion of leprosy patients on regular 
treatment has risen over 2 years from 50% to 90% and simultaneously other 
aspects of health have shown remarkable improvement. 

India may have more sufTerers from leprosy than any other nation, but 
India is fortunate to have now a rapidly growing army of sophisticated 
scientists and field workers devoting themselves to the fight against the disease. 
This Conference bore witness to this in the simple fact that sheer weight of 
numbers has necessitated the separation of the Indian Association of 
Leprologists Conference from the Indian Leprosy Workers Conference 
organized by the Hind Kusht Nivaran Sangh. There was much at this 
Conference to instruct and encourage the foreign observer. There can be no 
doubt that the contribution and experience of leprosy workers in India is 
destined, more than ever before, to afTect the fight against leprosy far beyond 
the confines of their own great country. 

T. F. DAVEY 

PROFESSOR M. F. LECHAT ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LEPROSY ASSOCIATION, MEXICO, 

NOVEMBER 1 978 

The Editorial Board of Leprosy Review wishes to record its congratulations to 
Professor Michel Lechat on his recent election as President of the International 
Leprosy Association, in succession to Dr J. Convit. Professor Lechat heads the 
Epidemiological Unit of the Faculty of Medicine in the C atholic University of 
Louvain in Belgium and is, of course, already well known for his work not only 
on the epidemiological aspects of leprosy but also on the methodology and 
economics of leprosy control. To a very wide knowledge of the subject he brings 
enormous energy, enthusiasm and-perhaps most important of all-great 
realismo We wish him every possible success as the new President of I.L.A. 
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