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comradeship, associated with the enforced segregation of leprosy sufferers. It 
is a story of tremendous courage on the part of many of leprosy's victims, and 
of tremendous devotion and dedication on the part of those who cared for 
them. 

In a way, the book reflects a general and aImost universal picture of 
attitudes over the years - attitudes towards leprosy itself, and attitudes 
towards those who happen to catch the disease. In 1 9 1 1 , people in Fiji and 
the other islands in the South P acific - Tonga, Samoa, C ook, Gilbert and 
Ellice, the Solomons and the rest - were branded as dangerous criminais, and 
segregated in a distant island far from family and friends. Despite the tragedy 
of hopelessness and frustration, and the absence of anything but palliative help 
for their ulcerating extremities and severe bouts of reaction, many of these 
condemned and dangerous " lepers" found a new way of life and made the best 
of a depressing situation. 

This book is the result of meticulous researches carried out by the author. 
She delved into government records as well as into patients' memories ;  she 
questioned colleagues and former inmates ;  and she has told the story in 
fascinating detail of people and events . 

The recurrent use of the banned word " leper" may grate on the ears of 
many, and the less-than-felicitous references to some aspects of leprosy and its 
treatment may offend the knowledgeable - but these shortcomings will not 
detract from the impact the story will make on the general reader, for whom it 
is intended. 

Leprosy has now beco me a treatable and manageable disease. The coming 
of the sulphones to Makogai and the great changes they have brought about 
are told in the vivid language of eye-witnesses and participants. The 
Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary emerge with flying colours from the 
long saga of care and compassion, of sheer courage and determination. So 
does the Lepers' Trust Board of New Zealand, and its intrepid founder P. J .  
Twomey. His name is enshrined in the Memorial Hospital just outside Suva, 
the capital of Fiji, where leprosy patients now receive the best of modern care 
during the short period they need treatment as inpatients. 

When Makogai was abandoned in 1 969 as an island that had served its 
purpose, no fewer than 4 1 85  patients had been welcomed to its hospitable but 
dreaded shores ;  2343 had been discharged, and 5 1 8 repatriated. Only 83  
remained in  December 1 969, to  continue treatment either a t  home o r  i n  the 
new hospital at Suva. 

Thus Makogai - like many another islands utilized for the same purpose 
- passes into history, leaving a tale of blended heroism and compassion. 

LEPROSY AND TUBERCULOSIS 

At the 24th World Conference of the International Union Against 
Tuberculosis, held in Brussels, 5 to 9 September 1 978,  a two-hour plenary 
session was devoted to leprosy. Although a regrettably small proportion of 
those attending appeared to find the subject of leprosy sufficiently attractive, 
many doctors from countries of the Third W orld who are today faced with the 
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problems of both leprosy and tuberculosis were eager to avail themselves of 
the expertise provided by such well-known figures as Drs Michel Lechat, H .  
Sansarricq, S .  G .  Browne, S.  Pattyn, E .  Freerksen and R. J. W. Rees. 

The various contributions indicated the similarities between the two 
diseases, and also the differences. In leprosy, the continued lack of a method of 
culture of the causative organism on artificial media still hampers in
vestigations, as does the apparent impossibility of matching the excellent 
controlled clinicai trials in tuberculosis that have meant so much in the pop
ularization of precise programmes of multi-drug therapy. 

With governments examining, or actually adopting policies of combined 
attack on both these "tropical" scourges, it behoves those concerned primarily 
with leprosy to renew their efforts to arrest the disease in patients suffering 
from multibacillary forms of leprosy and prevent the infection of susceptible 
contacts. The increasing menace of drug resistance, the investigation of which 
has owed much to the earlier work on tuberculosis, lends point to many of the 
views on this theme expressed during this interesting session at the Congresso 

At a sectional meeting, some of the microbiological aspects of the two 
diseases were discussed. 

Thanks are due to Dr Annik Rouillon, the dynamic Director of Scientific 
Activities of the World Conference of the International Union against 
Tuberculosis for her initiative in suggesting these sessions and for her contacts 
with the Medicai C ommission of ILEP. 

THE TANZANIA LEPROSY ASSOCIATION 

Consequent on the break-up of many of the common services in East Africa, 
the East African Leprosy Association ceased to be, but the members of its 
Tanzanian Branch refused to accept this coup de grâce. The happy suggestion 
that the branch should join forces with the National Leprosy Advisory and 
Co-ordinating Committee of Tanzania resulted in the creation of the Tanzania 
Leprosy Association. 

His Excellency the Minister of Health of Tanzania, Dr Leader Stirling, 
officially inaugurated the new Association at an enthusiastic and 
representative meeting on 25 July 1 978  at Arusha, and announced that 
President J ulius N yerere had consented to be the P atron of the Association. 

The first activity of the newly formed Association was to organize and 
sponsor a highly successful scientific meeting at Arusha. Dr H. Sansarricq, the 
chief of the Leprosy Section of the Division of Communicable Diseases of the 
World Health Organization was there ; Dr Stanley Browne, Secretary of the 
International Leprosy Association, brought greeting from the old Association 
to the new one ; Dr Harold Wheate, who was formerly Leprosy Advisor to the 
government of Tanzania, journeyed from Addis Ababa to participate in the 
Meeting. 

U nder the dynamic leadership of Professor G. D. Georgiev of the U niversity 
of Dar-es-Salaam, and Dr K. Balslev, the Tanzania Leprosy Association 
should fulfill a real need, and, to judge from the highly successful Scientific 




