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N ews and N otes 

1 1 TH I NTERNATIONAL LEPROSY CONG RESS, M EX ICO CITY,  1 978 

The next  l n ternat ional  Le prosy Congress wi l l  be he ld  in  Mex ico City fro m 
Monday,  1 3  Nove mber, 1 9 7 8  t i l l  Sa turday ,  1 8  Nove mber. The local Hon orary 
Preside n t  wi l l  be Professor F. Latap i ,  and the Chairman of the local  Organ iz ing 
Co mmi ttee is Dr Amado Sau l .  

D r  J .  Convi t ,  the  Pres ident  of t h e  I n te m a tional  Le prosy Associa t i on has 
appoin ted a re prese ntat ive Com m ittee to advise him on the  form and con tents  of 
the Scie n t i fic Progra mme of  the Congresso Th is Co mmi ttee wil l  meet in J an uary 
1 9 7 7 ,  and wi l l  consider  the n u me rous re presenta t ions  made from various 
ind iv id uaIs  and i n terested b oel ies, so that the  neeels of al i  kinds of  leprosy workers 
may be catered for as far as possib le .  

As  in  Lon elon ( 1 968)  and Bergen ( 1 9 7 3 ) , the Secre tary-General  of the Congress 
is Dr S. G .  Browne,  C . M . G . ,  O . B . E .  

Pre l im inary not i ces  of  t h e  Congress, inc lu el ing i n d i cat ions o f  t h e  the mes to be 
considere d ,  and ali i n format ion concerning the submission of  abstracted fu l l  
pape rs ,  wi l l  be pub l ished a s  soon as  possible after the Preside n t's Adv isory 
Co mmit tee in Jan uary 1 97 7 .  

LEPROSY SEM I N A R  I N  I RAN 

A successfu l  i n temational  seminar under the t i  t 1e " Evaluation of Leprosy" was 
held in  Teheran ,  l ran ,  fro m 2 1  to 23 J une,  1 9 7 6 .  The seminar was under  the 
elist ingu ished patronage of Her I mperial  Majesty Farah Pahlavi , E m p ress of l ran , 
anel was organ ize d  by the Leprosy Assis tance Association of l ran,  i n  part icular i ts 
Se cre tary ,  Dr Siyadat .  Wel l-known parti c ipants came from many countries
England ,  France , Swi tzerland ,  U . s. A . ,  Braz i l ,  Argent ina ,  Senega l ,  I nd i a ,  l ndonesia 
and Korea .  Many doctors and research workers from l ran i tse l f, as we l l  as 
expatriates ( fro m Fran ce , Swi tzerland ,  I ndia and Korea) working in  the leprosy 
service in  I ran at M ashad , Tabriz and Behkadeh ,  took an act ive part in  the 
proceedings. Many aspects  of leprosy came under  review, from the latest research 
work on i mmu notherapy by the Iymphocyte transfusion , to a cri ticaI evaluation 
of the late resul ts o f  reconstructive surgery . 

The problem of leprosy in I ran is not  h uge or unmanageable,  the prevalence 
rates ranging fro m abou t 0 . 5 to 2 .47 /mil le ,  and an est imated total  n u mber of 
sufferers about 30,000 in  a population of 3 0  mil l ion . However,  d i fficult ies of 
access, extre mes of c1 imate, the  scattered nature of the populat ion , i mpermeable 
social prej ud ices,  and the absence of  an  adequate medi cai service in  out lying parts 
of the country-all tend to make case-finding and case-holding matters of real 
concem.  
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The Empress, who i s  we ll kn own fo r her prac t ical  in terest i n  le prosy and a l i  
o ther  social  i l l s  a ffect ing  the c i t i zens of I ran , gave an  aud ie nce to v i s i tors fro m 
abroad and some o f  the  I ran i an  doctors .  She urgeel a greater  col labora t i on 
be tween the  Hea l t h  M i n istry anel the vol un tary agency  tha t  has played so nota ble 
a part in  br ing i ng the  proble m of  leprosy to the  a t te n t i on o f  the I ran ian peoplc .  

" PARTN E R S"- A NEW M AGAZINE FOR PA RAMEDlCAL WOR K E RS 
I N  LEPROSY 

11le Leprosy M ission i s  to  be congra tu lated on prod u c i ng a journal  specia l ly 
des igned for para med i ca i  workers i n  le prosy , anel a i m i ng to give up to da te  
i n format ion  on the  sc ie n t i fi c  anel tech n i cal aspe c ts of  the i r  work wh i le  provid i ng a 
forum for the  shari ng  of e x perie nce .  Wri t t e n  i n  a s ty le  wh i ch  shoul el have wide 
appea l,  th is  J ou m a l,  wh ich  i s  un eler  the  e d i tor ia l  d i rec t ion  of Dr Browne ,  can d o  
noth ing b u t  good , and  w e  w i s h  i t  every success.  I t  i s  i n tended  t o  p u b l i s h  Partn ers 
every 6 mon ths, and copies a re ava i l able gra t i s  from The Le prosy M iss ion , 5 0  
Port land Place, London W. I ,  ngla n d .  

PERSONAL 

Dr Stanley Browne,  CMG,  OBE,  has been elected a Fel low of K i ng ' s Co l lege , 
London . The Fe l lowsh ip  is the h ighest honour  i n  the  g ift of t he College .  Dr 
Browne was a stude n t  a t  the College from 1 9 2 7  to 1 9 30 .  

At a recent  meet ing  of  the Counci l  of the  Royal  Society of Tropica l  M e d i ci ne 
and Hygiene,  Dr Browne was e lected as Pres iden t-e lect .  He will assume the offi ce 
of President  of the Socie ty for a period of 2 years from J un e  1 97 7 .  

D r  W.  Fe l ton Ross, l a te D i rector o f  the Al i  Africa Le prosy a n d  Rehab i l i t a t ion  
Trai n ing Cent re ( A L E RT) a t  Add i s  Ababa ,  Ethopia ,  has  bee n appoi n ted M e d i cai 
Direc tor of Ameri can Leprosy M issions .  During his 1 I years as D i rector of 
Train ing, ALERT has become one o f  the largest and  most forward l ooking leprosy 
t ra in ing inst i tut ions in the world . We o ffer h j m  our most cord ia l  good wishes as he 
takes up his new appoi n t me n t .  


