
Lepr. Rev. ( 1 976)  47 , 25 1 

Letter to t he Editor 

" Lepros y "  in Standard Text Books 

As a Fie ld Su pervisor, with only 3 years e xperi e n ce be h i nd me , I was,  none the l ess 
as tounded to read the fol lowing  ex tract on Lepro m atous  l eprosy in Diseases of 
the Skin by H .  O. M ack ey ,  rev ised ed i t ion by J oh n  P. Mackey 1 9 68 . 
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Nodu lar  Leprosy 

( Lepromatous Leprosy ) 
uThe nodu les ca l led lepromata ,  appear most ly on the forehead , face , ears 
and hands .  The face becomes deformed and  assu mes the character is t i c  
' Ieon ine' appearance.  

This i s  the  anergic type wi th  man y M. leprae and gives a nega t ive reac t ion  
to le promin .  I t  is commun i cab le ,  and h as an  unfavourable p rogn osis .  The 
histopathology shows a granu loma made up mai n ly of hist i ocytes w h i ch 
con ta in  c 1umps of M. leprae . 

Symptoms. The fi rst signs are a husky voice and  a nasal d ischarge wh ich  
i nd icate in volveme n t  of the  mucous  mem branes . A malarial type of fever 
with wasting and diarrhoea is common. The disease is s teadily progressive 
and death occurs on an average in abou t 8 years. Some cases tive 0/1 in to o ld 
age. " 

The i ta l ic izeel sentences are the cause of  my aston ishmenL 
The state men t  that  dea th  occurs on average in  about  8 years is  absolu te ly  

op posed to a l i  the teaching I have receiveel both here in  S ierra Le one and i n  
Albert ,  Eth iop ia .  The generalizat ion regard i ng  fever, w ast ing and d i arrhoea I 
cannot  say much abou t .  I can on l y  re fer to the 5 7  lepromatous cases under  my 
care anel say that I have never seen wastin g  in any one of  them and as for the i r  
fever and  d iarrhoea this has a lways responded to t h e  appropri a te dru gs . On ly two 
cases were re fe rred to hospi ta l  and this for EN L .  

I t  would appear w e  stand very l i t t le chance of educati ng  the general pub l i c  
about  the nature of le prosy , when would  be  doctors are given th is  type  of  
i n  formation . 
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