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LEPROSY CONGRESS I N  CA I RO 

The First  Lep rosy Congress organ ized i n  t he  U n i ted Arab Repub l i c  was he lel i n  
the spacious hal l  of  the Kasr el A in i  Facu l ty  o f  Meel i c ine ,  Ca iro U n ivers i ty , on  1 4  
and 1 5  M arch ,  1 976 .  Nearly 500 part i c i pan ts registered , from 1 3  Arab ic-speak i ng 
coun tries of the  Near East,  wi th two inv i ted gues ts from England anel Fran ce. 
S i nce the prime inst igator anel jo in t-organ izer  waS Professor M EI Zawa h ry , t he 
in ternat ional ly k nown dermatologist ,  the emphasis was on the sk in  aspects of 
leprosy .  A lmost the en t ire staffs of  the  Sk in  Depart ments of Cairo and Alexand ri a  
Med icaI Schools were t here , in  addi t ion to representa t ives from Tanta ,  Assiu t  and  
Ain Shams. 

TI1e p la t form at the  I naugural  Ceremony inc lueled the M i n ister of Hea l t h  and  
the  M i n ister for H igher Ed ucat ion ,  a s  wel l  as the Dean  of the  Facul ty of Med ici ne,  
their presence ind icat i ng the  i n t erest aroused in offic ia l  and academic qua rters. 

Among the two score good papers presen ted , it would be invi c\ ious to c i te  those 
of  outstanding m eri t ,  bu t  men tion should be made of  exce l lent  work be i ng done 
i n  various aspects of immuno logy , s ta in ing tech niq ues ,  and the  n icoton ic  ac id  test .  
The papers w il l  be pub l ished ( in Engl ish ) as Proceed ings of the  Congresso 

The revival of in terest in l eprosy in  Egypt serves as a rem inder  both of the very 
successful Congress on the  l n ternat iona l  Leprosy Associat ion he ld i n  Cairo i n  
1 93 8 ,  and of the  cont in uing smouldering endemic in  that  country.  There are a t  
p resen t  28 , 1 97 leprosy pat ien ts registered , of  whom about  1 8 ,000 a re under  

. regu lar treatment ; 1 689 are i n  the two main  res i el en t ial leprosori a (Ca iro and 
Alexandr ia  have 5 70 beds) ,  anel  in p rovincial l eprosy h ospi ta Is .  The relapse rate  is 
said to be in  the ne ighbourhood of 1 2% ; 4 1 28 are c1 assified as l epromatous and 
3 2 2 6  are under  1 4  years of age. The prevale nce rate varies from 0 . 8  to 2 .4 per 
thousand .  

The Congress certainly increased the awareness of  the  problem of leprosy 
among dermato logists, and should encourage a more sys tema t ic a t tack on the  
prob lem. 

Dr S tanley B rowne,  joint  organizer of the Congress wi th Professor E I  Zawahry, 
gave the opening pape r on "The Diagnosis of Early Leprosy" and the c 10sing 
paper in which he  summarized recent  advances in  the various b ranches of leprosy.  
The Egyptian dermatologists hope t o  plan a s imi lar Congress nex t year. 

LEPRA ESSA Y COM P ETITlON FO R M ED ICAL STU D ENTS I N  T H E  
U N I V E R S I T I ES O F  OXFO R D ,  E D I N B U RG H  A N D  B I RM I NG H AM : 1 9 7 6  

Following p rize essay competit ions for med icaI s tudents  i n  previous years in  
Oxford and Edinburgh , LEPRA have th is y ear ex tended the offer to B i rmi ngham, 
and the subject  for a11 3 universit ies  is Th e transmission of leprosy and 
tuberculosis in mano 

Entries should be  of  not more than 1 0 ,000 words ,  but it is emphasized that 
much shorter  essays have won awards in  previous years ;  l e ngth is not i mportan t .  
Refe rences  should be  included a s  in  scient ific publications. Ex is ting k nowledge on  
the transmissio n  o f  these d iseases should be  summarized ,  bu t  no  cred i t  w i l l  be  
given  for  the mere rep roduction of  material already publ ished i n  books or  
journals. I n  the case o f  leprosy, part icular a t tent ion should be  given to  
construc tive c rit icism of  present  trends in research on the  transmission of this 
d isease and to ideas for fu ture work which might benefit  the ind ividua l  pat ient  
and a lso be  of  value in  world l eprosy control. The essay requires neither clinicaI 
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experie nce nor  orig ina l  work and en t r ies from j u nior  students wi l l  b e  most 
welcome. 

Further de ta i l s  are ava i l ab le from the appropria te med i-cal school offices .  The 
c10sing d ate i s  3 1  Oece mber, 1 97 6  and the j udges reserve the righ t to award the 
sum of  í I 00 to one cand idate ,  or to d iv ide  i t  amongs t seve ral cand idates,  or to 
w i thhold any award i f  e n tr ies are not  of  su ffic i en t  meri t .  

PERSON A L  

Professor Or J acob Shesk i n ,  the wel l-k nown dermatologist work ing i n  J erusalem ,  
h as been  awarded t he  Go ld  Meda l  for 1 97 5  of t h e  anc i en t  French scien t i fi c  
socie ty ,  Sociéré J 'En co l lragemen t a u  Progres. in col labora t ion  w i th  the  American 
Oiv is ion of  the  World A cadem,v of A r! and Sdence. We o lTer Professor S h es k i n  
our  h earty congratu la t ions .  




