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u n d e r  tre a t m e n t  fro m t h e se c e n t res in 1 9 7 5  was 1 , 230 ,299 ,  o f  whom 95% were 
being t reated as out-pa tie n ts. Of t h e  est imated ( 1 9 72 )  t o t a l  n u m b er of registe reel 
pat ie nts  under  t re a t m e n t  in t h e  wo rlel , t h at is 2 .8  m i l l io ns ,  t h ose who re ce ive 
t rea t m e n t  through I L E P-spo nsored or I LE P-s upported prog ram mes acco u n t  for 
42 . 6%, or 1 1 .4% of t h e  est i mated n u m b e r  of persons nee d i ng t rea t m e n t  for 
l e p rosy .  Over h a l f  t h e  c e n t res are responsib le fo r d o m i c i J i a ry t rea t m e n t  schemes,  
and 1 47 of them a re engaged in  mass t rea t m e n t  a c t iv i t ies ,  e i t h er as part of 
nat ional  p rogra m m es or as i n d epend e n t  ( usual ly M ission-spo nsoreel ) p rojects .  

Rehab il i t a t i o n  p l ays an import a n t - b u t  sub sid ia ry - role ;  a q uarter  of the  
ce n t res make p rotect ive fo otwear, t w o-fi fths  h ave some k i n .1 of physi otherap e u t i c  
act iv i t y ,  and re constru c t ive  surgery o f  v a r i o u s  d egrees of sophist icat ion is ava i lab le  
a t  one-fi ft h  o f  t h e  c e n t res .  

Th e Med icaI  Com m issi o n ,  
-
now u n d e r  t h e  able chairmanship of Professor M ichel  

Lec h at , is c o n t i n u ing t o  mould t h e  a t t i tudes  and act iv i t ies of t he M e mb e r
Organ izat ions of I L E P ,  and is espec ial ly concemed with  the resea rc h  p rojec ts,  to  
w h i c h  in 1 9 7 5  t h e  respe c t a b l e  sum of nea rly 1 ,2 06,000 U S  $ was d evoted .  [ LE P  
h e l ps to fu nd t h e  [ M M L E P  Proj e c t  of t h e  World Heal t h  Organizat ion , a n d  i s  a t  
p rese n t  e x p l o ring t h e  p ossi b i l i t y  o f  sponsoring j o i n t  l e p rosy-tuberculosis p roj e c ts 
in several c o u n t ries.  The Com m i ssion has a l ready a l e rt ed M e m b e r-Organ izat ions to 
the grave t h reat  posed to p rogrammes o f  l e p rosy treat me n t  and c o n t rol  b y  t h e  
in creasing inc ielence of d a p sone-res istance.  T h e  advisab i l i t y  a n d  practicab i l i t y  o f  
t h e  in tegra t i o n  of l e p rosy i n to the  general  h e a l t h  services con t i n ue to b e  the 
subj e c t  of study by t h e  Com missio n .  

A L E RT I S  T EN Y E A RS O LO 

The A l I  A frica  Lep rosy R e h a b il i t at ion anel Tra i n ing Ce n t re in Addis Ababa was 

founded on I I  Oecemb er, 1 96 5 ,  and at the A n n u a l  General  M e e t i ng held o n  1 9  
M arch, 1 97 6  t h e  achieve me n t s  of the firs t  decael e were reviewe d .  The l im i t ed 
i n i t ia l  concept ion of re h ab il i t at ion for those su ffe ring fro m  d e formit ies d u e  to 
l e p rosy , and t h e  t rai n i ng of work e rs from A frican cou n t ries in a l l  aspects  of 
re hab i l i t a t i o n ,  was a re tlect ion o f  the o rigin of the idea  fo r the  crea t i o n  o f  the 
Ce n t re ,  w h ic h  was the I n te rn at ional  Society for R ehab i l i t a t ion o f  the O isable d ,  
the  m oving spirit  b e ing Professor Pau l Branel . A report by Dr S t an l e y  Browne 
reviewing the possib il i t ies  and d isadv a n t ages o f  l ocat ions  i n  pred ominant ly 
Engl ish-speaking countries i n  A frica n arrowed the  choice,  and E t h i o p i a  was fi n a l ly 
selected . 

F ro m  reh abi l i ta t i o n  to tre a t m e n t  anel control ; fro m an urban i ns ti t ut ional  
cen tre to a ru ral d e m o n st ra t i o n  are a ;  fro m  a smaU gro u p  represe n t i ng the Lep rosy 
M issions and the Universi ty to a very b road-based and i n t ernat ional ly rep resent
a t ive  body of sponsors-su ch has been t he p rogress o f  A LE RT over the past  1 0  
y ears. 

Tra i n ing courses have b ee n  provid ed fo r vary i ng periods for physicians,  
orthopaed i c  surgeons, ru ral a rea l e prosy supervisors ,  rehabi l i t at i o n  technic ians ,  
physiotherapists,  l a b o ratory technic ians  and others.  Students  come from many 

African c o u n t ries ,  and fro m other  c o n t i n e n ts. 
The se rvice re po rts fo r the year 1 9 7 5  and the past decade make i m p ressive 

read ing,  regard ing both the hosp i t a l  i t se l f  and the n u m b e rs of l e p rosy pat ients  
u n d e r  t reatment  i n  Addis  Ab ab a and i n  a n e ighbouri ng con t ro l  a re a .  
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In ad d i t ion to a most t"ru i tf u l co l l aborat ion with the ( Br i t i sh ) Med ica i  Research 

Cou nc i l ,  the Armauer  H anse n  Resea rch I ns ti t u te , wh ich  is  s tructura l ly  an an nexe 

to the  hospital  but admin istrat ive ly  d i s t inc t ,  has macl e  several i m portant  

contrib ut ions to  k nowledge of the  immunologi cal  aspects  o r  l eprosy. 
The Eth iop ian Govern me nt con t i nues i t s  generous fi nanc ia i  support of  the 

serv ice funct ions of ALERT.  
The  last ann ual Ke l l e rsberger Lec ture ,  sponsorecl by the American Leprosy 

M issions  I nc ,  was g iven by  Prof. O laf  K .  Sk insnes ; t he  nex t  w i l l  be given by Dr 

Graham Weclde l l .  
D r  Fel ton Ross wi l l  short ly  ( June 1 9 76)  be rel inqu i sh i ng h i s  pos t as D irec tor of 

Tra in ing, i n  wh ich  he  h as cl one conspicuous work cl uring the  cl i ffi cu l t  fi rs t cl ecacle 
or  A L E RT.  

More African coun tries shou l cl be  acqua in tecl w i th  the  range of fac i l i t ies 
prov i cl ed by A L E RT and se nd key members of the i r  staff to p rofi t  from one or 
other  of the courses give n. (Address : The D i rector of  Tra in ing, A LE RT ,  PO Box 
1 6 5 ,  Add is Ababa ,  E t h iop ia . )  

Y EA R  O F  T H E  C H I L D ,  1 9 79 

The Uni ted Nations h as des ignated 1 9 79 as "The Year of  the  Chi ld" ,  and h as 
expressed t h e  wish that  a l1 gove m me nta l  and volun tary agenc ies shou1d emphasize 
d uring that year the special neecls of  ch i ld ren  t h rough o u t  the worl d .  

A t  the  General Assembly of  I LEP  h eld i n  Paris i n  March 1 97 6 ,  an  appeal was 
made that the problems associated with leprosy i n  ch i ld ren  shoulcl p rov ide  the  
springboa rd for educat io n  and fund-ra is ing act iv i t ies ,  and that  de termined e fforts 
should be  made in al i  coun tries to i n tens ify the search for early leprosy in 
chi ld ren so that they may be  spared progressive deform i ty and soc ia l  ostracismo 
World Leprosy Day 1 9 79 would be  a most appro priate occasion for l aunch ing 
such a campaign . 

SECON D REG I ON A L  CON F E RENCE OF D E R M AT O LOGY 

The I n ternat iona l  Society of Tropical Dermatology i s  encouraging the hold i ng of 
regional  conferences at which those who p ractise,  teach or  condu ct research in to  
sk in  d iseases m ay meet  to exchange i n format ion on recent research i n  the i r  
respect ive fie lds .  The second such  Conference wi l l  be  he ld  in  Bangkok from 1 7  to  
20 J anuary,  1 97 7 .  I t  i s  b eing organ ized ma in ly  by the Dermatological Society of  
Tha i Janel ,  w i th  the act ive support o f  the  M in istry o f  Pub l i c  Hea l th  and  the  
SEAM EO-Tropical  Med ic ine  anel Pub l ic  H ea l th Project .  

A ful l  p rogramme for the  4 d ays i s  be ing p repared . l ntend ing part ic ipan ts are 
inv i ted to make contact  w i th  D r  Tongnan V ibhatava n ij a ,  t he Execut ive Secretary 
Genera l ,  a t  the  lns t i tu te of  Dermato logy, 420/7 Rajvi t h i  Road,  Bangkok 4,  
Thai land . 

I n  add i ti on  to papers of genera l  dermatological i n teres t ,  w i th specia l  emphasis 
g iv en  to  d ermatoses common in the coun t ries of Sou t h-East Asia, a whole sess ion 
w i l l  be  d evoted to leprosy, and an exhib i t ion covering many aspects of l eprosy 
and l eprosy cont ro l  in Tha i land is be ing organ ized by Dr Teera Ramasoo ta,  of the  
Phrapradaeng Leprosy I ns t i tute . 




