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News and Notes 

IN VITRO C U LT I V A T I O N  O F  LEPROSY B AC I L L I , A NEW CLAI M 

The much he ra lded c la im by Professor Sk insnes and h is col leagues for the in l Ii tro 
cu l t iva t ion of leprosy bac i l l i  ..yh ich was announced i n  the  world press in l ate 1 9 7 5 ,  
i s  now pub l ished i n  t h e  In ternafional Jo umal of L eprosy ( 1 9 7 5 , 43 , 1 93 )  under  
the  head ing "In  ) JUro cu l t iva t ion of leprosy bac i l l i  on hya luronic  ac id  based 
med i u m . I .  Pre l im in ary report " .  In t h is pub l icat ion the authors s tate-"The 
pu rpose of  t h is presen tat ion is to d escribe  pro l i fic growth of  M. leprae ( and also 
M. lepraernllrium )  in this med ium and to demonstrate the  reasonable p robab i J i ty 
tha t  the c1a i med M. leprae cu l t u re is i ndeed t h is orga n i sm" . The essent ia l  grow th 
factor is hy a luron ic acid incorporated as the sod ium salt at a concentrat ion of 
0 . 1 % i n  an otherw ise simple med i u m  prepared as a l iq u id or a sol i d ,  by the 
in corporat ion of 2% agar. The rat io nale for i ncorporat ing hyaluron ic ac id into the 
med ium for a t tempt ing  to cu l t iva te  M. leprae was based on the earl ier 
observat ions of  Sk insnes and his col leagues that M. leprae was part icu larly 
concentrated in  t issue s i tes associated w i t h  the presence of  acid mucopolysaccha­
rides from the host. They were fu rthe r  e ncou raged to t ry h yal uron ic  acid for in 
vi fro cu l t ivat ion from the i r  find ings that M. lepra e mul t i pl ied more ex tensively i n  
mice when bac il l a ry i nocu la  i nc luded hya luro nic  acid a n d  were fo l lowed b y  
repeated i nject ions  w i t h  hya lur o n ic ac id .  Their  c la im to  have cul t u red M. leprae in 
)Jifro is  based on organ isms recove red from these mice and a lso stra ins of M. leprae 
obtained d irect ly  from pat ients .  

Al though i t  is  u n iversal ly agreed eve ry aspec t  of oUI understand ing of leprosy 
woul cl be  enhanced by the successfu l  in vi/ro cul t ivat ion of the causative 
organ ism, no  new claim is curre n t ly jus t ified unt i l  i t  has been rigorously checked 
and independently  confirmed.  Sk insnes and h is col l eagues have chosen to publ ish 
befo re having the i r  cla im checked a t  other centres .  Moreover, the American 
Leprosy M ission have prematu re ly l aunched a maj or appeal for funcls based on 
Sk insnes' c la im.  

F inal confirmat ion of Sk insnes' claim is  n ow awa i ted from those cen t res t0 
whom he has recent ly  sent  h is  cu l tures of M. leprae. 

LEP R A  JOINS  I LE P  

At the l I  t h  Genera l  Assemb ly of  I LEP ( the  I n temat ional Federat ion of  Leprosy 
Associat ions) held in Paris on 27-28 March,  1 976 ,  The Br i t i sh Leprosy Rel ief  
Assoc iat ion ( L EP RA) was welcomed as a new member. Fame Pereo (of  Canada) 
was also admi t ted .  The tota l  membership now stands at  1 9 . 

The Annua l  Report o f  the Secre tary-GeneraJ , p resented to the Assembly,  
recorded that the  Member-Organizat ions of l LEP raiseel in  the year 1 974, the sum 
of 1 3 . 6  m il l ion  US $ ,  of which about 1 2  mi l l ion US $ went  to the support  of  5 3 1  
centres or p rojects,  anel 0 .8  m il l ion  to research. The number of  leprosy pat ients  
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u n d e r  tre a t m e n t  fro m t h e se c e n t res in 1 9 7 5  was 1 , 230 ,299 ,  o f  whom 95% were 
being t reated as out-pa tie n ts. Of t h e  est imated ( 1 9 72 )  t o t a l  n u m b er of registe reel 
pat ie nts  under  t re a t m e n t  in t h e  wo rlel , t h at is 2 .8  m i l l io ns ,  t h ose who re ce ive 
t rea t m e n t  through I L E P-spo nsored or I LE P-s upported prog ram mes acco u n t  for 
42 . 6%, or 1 1 .4% of t h e  est i mated n u m b e r  of persons nee d i ng t rea t m e n t  for 
l e p rosy .  Over h a l f  t h e  c e n t res are responsib le fo r d o m i c i J i a ry t rea t m e n t  schemes,  
and 1 47 of them a re engaged in  mass t rea t m e n t  a c t iv i t ies ,  e i t h er as part of 
nat ional  p rogra m m es or as i n d epend e n t  ( usual ly M ission-spo nsoreel ) p rojects .  

Rehab il i t a t i o n  p l ays an import a n t - b u t  sub sid ia ry - role ;  a q uarter  of the  
ce n t res make p rotect ive fo otwear, t w o-fi fths  h ave some k i n .1 of physi otherap e u t i c  
act iv i t y ,  and re constru c t ive  surgery o f  v a r i o u s  d egrees of sophist icat ion is ava i lab le  
a t  one-fi ft h  o f  t h e  c e n t res .  

Th e Med icaI  Com m issi o n ,  
-
now u n d e r  t h e  able chairmanship of Professor M ichel  

Lec h at , is c o n t i n u ing t o  mould t h e  a t t i tudes  and act iv i t ies of t he M e mb e r­
Organ izat ions of I L E P ,  and is espec ial ly concemed with  the resea rc h  p rojec ts,  to  
w h i c h  in 1 9 7 5  t h e  respe c t a b l e  sum of nea rly 1 ,2 06,000 U S  $ was d evoted .  [ LE P  
h e l ps to fu nd t h e  [ M M L E P  Proj e c t  of t h e  World Heal t h  Organizat ion , a n d  i s  a t  
p rese n t  e x p l o ring t h e  p ossi b i l i t y  o f  sponsoring j o i n t  l e p rosy-tuberculosis p roj e c ts 
in several c o u n t ries.  The Com m i ssion has a l ready a l e rt ed M e m b e r-Organ izat ions to 
the grave t h reat  posed to p rogrammes o f  l e p rosy treat me n t  and c o n t rol  b y  t h e  
in creasing inc ielence of d a p sone-res istance.  T h e  advisab i l i t y  a n d  practicab i l i t y  o f  
t h e  in tegra t i o n  of l e p rosy i n to the  general  h e a l t h  services con t i n ue to b e  the 
subj e c t  of study by t h e  Com missio n .  

A L E RT I S  T EN Y E A RS O LO 

The A l I  A frica  Lep rosy R e h a b il i t at ion anel Tra i n ing Ce n t re in Addis Ababa was 

founded on I I  Oecemb er, 1 96 5 ,  and at the A n n u a l  General  M e e t i ng held o n  1 9  
M arch, 1 97 6  t h e  achieve me n t s  of the firs t  decael e were reviewe d .  The l im i t ed 
i n i t ia l  concept ion of re h ab il i t at ion for those su ffe ring fro m  d e formit ies d u e  to 
l e p rosy , and t h e  t rai n i ng of work e rs from A frican cou n t ries in a l l  aspects  of 
re hab i l i t a t i o n ,  was a re tlect ion o f  the o rigin of the idea  fo r the  crea t i o n  o f  the 
Ce n t re ,  w h ic h  was the I n te rn at ional  Society for R ehab i l i t a t ion o f  the O isable d ,  
the  m oving spirit  b e ing Professor Pau l Branel . A report by Dr S t an l e y  Browne 
reviewing the possib il i t ies  and d isadv a n t ages o f  l ocat ions  i n  pred ominant ly 
Engl ish-speaking countries i n  A frica n arrowed the  choice,  and E t h i o p i a  was fi n a l ly 
selected . 

F ro m  reh abi l i ta t i o n  to tre a t m e n t  anel control ; fro m an urban i ns ti t ut ional  
cen tre to a ru ral d e m o n st ra t i o n  are a ;  fro m  a smaU gro u p  represe n t i ng the Lep rosy 
M issions and the Universi ty to a very b road-based and i n t ernat ional ly rep resent­
a t ive  body of sponsors-su ch has been t he p rogress o f  A LE RT over the past  1 0  
y ears. 

Tra i n ing courses have b ee n  provid ed fo r vary i ng periods for physicians,  
orthopaed i c  surgeons, ru ral a rea l e prosy supervisors ,  rehabi l i t at i o n  technic ians ,  
physiotherapists,  l a b o ratory technic ians  and others.  Students  come from many 

African c o u n t ries ,  and fro m other  c o n t i n e n ts. 
The se rvice re po rts fo r the year 1 9 7 5  and the past decade make i m p ressive 

read ing,  regard ing both the hosp i t a l  i t se l f  and the n u m b e rs of l e p rosy pat ients  
u n d e r  t reatment  i n  Addis  Ab ab a and i n  a n e ighbouri ng con t ro l  a re a .  




