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are compounded by high degrees of social discrimination. Emphasis was laid on 
the need to concentrate on the preventive measures that should take precedence 
over expensive schemes for rehabilitation, even in organizations whose main 
objects are the relief of the consequences of existing handicapping conditions. A 
rather disturbing report was presented that in one instance (which may or may 
not be representative), an excellent project for helping handicapped persons led to 
a greater eventual dependance on medical care and a lowered industrial 
productivity when the group was compared with another group in similar 
circumstances where rehabilitation services were not offered. 

The discrimination practised against the handicapped was the subject of 
debate : in employment, housing, schooling and access to social services, the 
handicapped are often penalized. In many countries leprosy sufferers find 
themselves in a special category of deprivation. The Council may make official 
representations to the United Nations on behalf of the handicapped in the hope 
that their status may be recognized and raised. 

XIII WORLD CONGRESS OF REHABILlT A TION 
INTERNATIONAL 

A leprosy session will be organized at this Conference, to be held in Tel Aviv, 
Israel , from June 1 3  to 1 8 , 1 976 .  Those wishing to take part are requested to get 
into touch with 

Dr S. G. Browne, 
57a  Wimpole Street, 
London, W l ,  

for the purposes of the leprosy session, and with 
Dr E. Chigier, 
Chairman of the Organizing Committee, 
PO Box 1 627 1 ,  
Tel Aviv, 
Israel, 

for details of registration, etc. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY IN THE TREATMENT OF LEPROSY 
(HANSEN'S DISEASE ) 

LECTURE NOTES FOR USE IN PHYSICAL 
THERAPY TRAININ G SCHOOLS 

Some years ago, the World Confederation for Physical Therapy published a small 
(28 pages) booklet written initially to help teachers and tutors in training schools 
throughou t the world in preparing lectures and demonstrations for their 
physiotherapy students. A shorter section is intended for use in countries in 
which leprosy is not endemic, but the longer section gives rather detailed material 
that should prove invaluable to teachers who might feel themselves ill prepared to 
deal with such a subject. 

A French edition has proved popular in French-speaking countries. 
A Spanish edition is available, and should prove equally useful. 
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A small charge (of 1 0p) i s  made, plus postage. Enquiries should be addressed 
to : 

Miss E. M. McKay 
World Confederation for Physical Therapy, 
Brigray House, 
20/22 Mortimer Street, 
London W I P  l AA. 

O AMIEN-OUTION AWARD 1 97 5  
At a recent ceremony i n  New York D r  Oliver W .  Hasselblad became the 23rd 
recipient of the Damien-Dutton Award. Following 20 years service as a medical 
missionary in India, Dr Hasselblad joined the staff of the American Leprosy 
Missions in 1 9 5 9 ,  and became widely known during the following 1 5  years for his 
tireless advocacy of deeper concern for the social welfare and rehabilitation of 
Ieprosy sufferers. He served as a member of the WHO Leprosy Expert Committee 
and played a prominent role in succeeding International Leprosy Congresses. He 
has travelled widely, and his assessments of Ieprosy needs in developing countries 
have resulted in important changes in many areas, with controI programmes 
replacing institutionalized care. Dr Hasselblad is a member of the Council of the 
International Leprosy Association, and is the present executive officer of the 
In ternational Journal of Leprosy. We offer Dr Hasselblad our cordial 
congratulations and best wishes. 

TRANSMISSION OF P ATHOLOGICAL M ATERIAL 
BY POST TO ANO FROM THE U K  

Recent correspondence i n  the Lancet has drawn attention t o  the possible danger 
to the public caused by poor packaging of pathological specimens sent through 
the post. The Principal Medical Officer to the British Post Office has drawn 
attention to the following regulations. 

Pathological specimens may be sent only by first c1ass letter post and must be 
packaged and labelled in a prescribed manner. Any such packet found in the 
parcel post or found in the letter post not properly packed and labelled will be 
destroyed. Requirements for p ackaging pathological specimens are : 

the liquid or substance must be enclosed in a container which is hermetically 
sealed or otherwise securely closed, 

the container must be placed in a strong wooden or metal case (ahy other case 
must be approved by the post office before use) in such a way that it cannot shift 
about, 

the container must be surrounded by enough absorbent material-sawdust or 
cotton wool-to prevent any leakage from the package if the container becomes 
damaged, 

the outside of the package must be marked "Fragile with care" and 
"Pathological specimen". 




