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N ews a nd N otes 

REHABILIT A TION AND PUBLIC RELA TIONS 

The 4th In ternational Symposium on the Rôle of Public Relations in 
Rehabilitation was held in Athens from 1 0  to 1 6  May , 1 97 5  under the joint 
auspices of the Ministry of CuIture and Sciences and the Ministry of Social 
Services. 

A message of greeting from the In temational Leprosy Association was read at 
the inaugural session. 

AIthough most of the participants were from the affluent coun tries of Europe 
and North America, and aIthough the Symposium was mainly concemed with the 
diseases and conditions common in the Westem world ,  two leprosy workers 
directed their attention to the needs of a special c1ass of underprivileged persons 
needing rehabilitation. Dr S .  G. Browne (a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Intemational Society)  gave a stimulating paper on " Relations with 
Inpatients and Outpatients with Special Reference to Leprosy Sufferers" ,  and Dr 
A. J. Salvapandian , Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery at the Christian MedicaI 
CoIlege , VeIlore ,  spoke on "Public Relations in  Leprosy Rehabilitation" .  

The fac ts abou t leprosy and the need for local knowledge o f  the sufferer and 
the community were stressed by both speakers, and these ideas - novel in such a 
gathering - were welcomed and appreciated .  

LEPROSY IN GREECE 

During the above Symposium,  Dr Browne was able to make fru itfu l  con tact with 
the Minister of Social Services and Health ,  and his officials, discussing with them 
the ou tmoded law requiring compulsory and virtually life long isolat ion of all 
persons in Greece diagnosed as having leprosy . At  present ,  3 80 leprosy su fferers 
are confined to the Santa Barbara Leprosy Hospital , but moves are afoot to 
amend or abrogate the law. The main obstacle to progress along these \ines is the 
prejudice of ordinary people, and the misconcep tions abou t leprosy that are 
widely current .  In two television programmes, Dr Browne attempted to dispel 
some of these m isconceptions by su bstitu ting modem ideas abou t leprosy and its 
control. He said that isolation as practised was inhuman , expensive , unnecessary 
and ineffec tive . 

AFRICAN JOURNEYS 

Dr S.  G. Browne has recen tly made two joumeys to  Africa in the interests of 
Ieprosy sufferers. The first took him to Libya, where he advised the Government 
on the Ieprosy problem in the country ,  and to Cairo , where he took p art,  with 
Professor R. Van Breuseghem (of Antwerp) in a Symposium on Leprosy and 
Mycotic Diseases. 
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The second journey,  sponsored by The Leprosy Mission as an initiatory phase 
of part of its Centenary outreach, was to Zai·re , and was particularly directed to 
conducting sem inars for leprosy workers. With Dr J. Cap (now of ALERT, Addis 
Ababa) and Professor H. Périer (Adviser to the Zaire Ministry of Health on 
Transmissible Diseases),  Dr Browne was asked to draw up an advisory document 
on leprosy con trol in Zaire . There may now be elose on half  a m illion cases of 
leprosy in Zaire , in a population approaching 25  mil l ion people .  Two Belgian 
voluntary bodies - Foperda and Les A mis du Nre Damien - sponsored the 
attendance of several participants at these two seminars. 

XV INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF DERMATOLOGY 

The XV I nternational Congress of Dermatology will take p lace in Mexico City 
from l O to 22  October, 1 97 7 ,  under the auspices of the l n ternational Committee 
of Dermatology of the In ternational League of Derm atological Socie ties. The 
Honorary President  of the Congress wiII be Professor Fernando Latapi .  

A very fu l l  programme of Symposia, Lectures, Patien t  Presen tations, Work
shops, etc . , is being arranged .  Leprosy will be among the main subjects se lected 
for the symposia. 

The Secre tary-General of the Congress wil! be : 
Professor Felix Sagher, 
Department of Dermatology , 
Hadassah University Hospital ,  
P .O. Box 499, 
9 1  000 J erusalem, Israel ,  

t o  whom all enquiries should be sent .  
In  the large auditorium,  simul taneous translation will be available in  English , 

French, German and Spanish . Abstracts ( 200 words, in English only ) are to be 
submitted by I January ,  1 97 7 .  

SEMINAR I N  GUY ANA :  APRIL 4-6 , 1 97 5  
"LEPROSY IN COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY HEAL TH CARE" 

The MedicaI Research Council of Guyana recently  organized an in tensive 
three-day seminar on leprosy , which was held in the University in Georgetown 
and attended by over 200 medicaI and paramedical workers . The guest lecture rs 
were Dr O. W. Hasselblad of American Leprosy · Missions, U .S .A . ,  Dr M .  L.  
Bru baker of the Pan-American Health Organisation (W. H .O . )  and Dr A.  C .  
McDougall ,  British Leprosy Relief Association ,  U. K .  I n  company with the 
Government Leprologist, Dr Patricia Rose , the lecturers had numerous pre
liminary meetings with Ministry of Health and University officials, and before the 
opening of the Seminar the new LEPRA film was shown on three separate 
occasions and enthusiastically received by lay and medicaI audiences. The Seminar 
opened with a lecture and discussion on "Basic Definitions and Concepts of 
Leprosy ,"  fol lowed by '·'Leprosy in the Americas," "Early Signs and Symptoms," 
"Immunology and Complications," "Comparative Histopathology of Granulo
matous Lesions" ( Dr E .  Simon ,  Pathologist , Georgetown Hospital) ,  
"Epidemiology and  Control" ( Dr Patricia Rose) ,  "Causes of Physical Disabilities ," 
"Problems and Prospects in Leprosy Research," "Psychosocial Aspects of 
Leprosy ,"  "The Leprosarium in the Changing Pattem of the Management and 
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Control of Leprosy" and "Symptom Patterns of ClinicaI Leprosy in Guyana" ( Or 
Patricia Rose) .  

Ouring the past three years admissions to Mahaica Leprosarium have fallen 
virtually to zero, and this institu tion is now largely concerned with the care of 
patients who are aged ,  blind ,  institu tionalised or in advanced stages of physical 
deformity. Nearly 800 ou t-patients have been registered by Or Patricia Rose and 
her team, and ini tial diagnosis ,  treatment and supervision are now estab lished in 
the more densely populated areas on an entirely ou t-patien t  basis. 

The figures for leprosy in Guyana and the available resources are such that the 
disease cou ld be reduced to very low leveIs within the foreseeable fu ture .  The 
enthusiasm shown by both lay and medicaI audiences for the LEPRA film was 
matched during the Seminar itse lf, where the lecturers gave emphasis to the wider 
involvemen t of the community in leprosy con trol and to its acceptance into 
comprehensive community care . 

" LE SECOURS AUX LÉPREUX (CANAOA) lNC" 

In  1 96 1  a young Canadian nurse working in association with leprosy patients at 
Pollambakam ( l ndia), wrote to her uncle in Montreal ,  describing her work , its 
needs and its problems. His sympathy and enthusiasm were aroused ,  and in 1 964 
he began to circulate a bulletin of leprosy information among friends and 
interested people in Canada.  From these small beginnings there has developed 
over the past 1 0  years a major charitable organ isation dedicated to the re lief of 
su fferers from leprosy , the annual receip ts of which jumped from $ 5950  in 1 964 
to $765 ,000 in 1 974. The Socie ty is an active and influen tial member of the 
lnternational Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations ( l LEP), and its founder, 
Mr Théorêt has been elected President of I LEP for 1 97 5 .  

" Le Secours aux Lépreux (Canada)" is  a non-governmental and non
confessional Association ; i t  cooperates with alI other I LEP member Associations, 
and is prepared to contribute to any ácceptable project  irrespective of language ,  
race o r  creed.  W e  offer congratulations a n d  best wishes t o  Mr Théorêt and the 
Oirectors of the Association .  

GANOHI MEMORIAL LEPROSY FOUNOA TION 

The Annual Report of the Gandhi Memorial Leprosy Foundation for 1 973-74 
ma.kes interesting reading. The work of the Foundation,  summarized in the 
September 1 974 I ssue of Leprosy Review (Vol .  45, 274), has been  fully 
maintained in all its varied aspects. Of particu lar interest is the initiative taken by 
the Foundation to emphasize to the Government of lndia the need for a higher 
allocation of funds for leprosy control during the forthcoming Fifth Five-year 
Plan period. Following a meeting of leading leprologists and other experts called 
together by the Foundation , an approach paper for national leprosy con trol work 
in the Fifth Five-year Plan was presented to Government ,  and a delegation of four 
members of the Foundation met  the Honourable Prime Minister herself. As a 
result of her interest an allocation of Rs.  3 3  crores has been provisionally 
sanctioned for the National Leprosy Control Programme during the Fifth 
Five-year Plan o 
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TUBERCULOSIS, STI LL A MAJOR HEAL TH PROBLEM 

The ninth report of the WHO Expert Committee on Tubercu losis contains 
interesting reading for leprosy workers. Est imates for the number of infectious 
tubercu losis cases in the world today , at  the range of 1 5-20 million are very 
similar to those for su fferers from leprosy .  In discussing the organisation of 
national tu berculosis programmes the report underlines the essen tial features of 
any comprehensive ant i-tu berculosis programme as fol lows;  i t  must be country
wide,  and permanent rather than a crash programme or one t ime endeavour ;  i t  
should match the att i tudes and customs of the community and be adapted to the 
convenience of the consumers ra ther than of those providing the service ;  i t  must 
be developed as a wel l  balanced component of the nat ional heal th programme and 
fal i  within the range of available resources ; the case-finding and treatment  
prograÍnme should be  developed a s  an en tity , and  t reatment should be  free of  
charge and  primarily  am bulatory . Here are perfect  terms of reference for al i  
responsible for organizing leprosy control .  


