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B ook R eview 

Surgical Rehabilitation in Leprosy , b y  Frank McDowell and Carl Enna. Baltimore, WilIiams & 
Wilkins Company . 438 pp. 

lt  is good to be able to welcome llnother book on this subject , especially one which is so 
admirably prod uced and profusely ilIustra ted . The co-editors are to be congra tula ted 0 11  the 
large number of authors that they have been able to recruit to write on the different topics. 

The entire range of  the deform ities of leprosy is covered . Of the 438 pages 1 1 5 are devoted 
to the face and its deform ities,  1 40 to the hand , 1 07 to the foot  inc\uding footwear and 
prosthesis and the rest to other aspects of the problem inc\uding nerves, skin ,  breasts, testes and 
the social rehabilitation of the patient. 

On the whole the editors have made an excellent  choice of authors. A number of names 
comple tely new in the field of leprosy surgery have found their way in to the pages.  These 
names are in the main well known in their respec tive specialties, but some of them have, on 
their own admission,  had only a limited experience of leprosy. Consequently , a great variety of 
procedu res are described and there is no means for the reader to know which are the most 
reliable and useful .  It is a reference book of possible a l ternatives, but what it  gains in this 
d irection i t  loses in the direction of authoritativeness . Some of the chapters tend to contradict 
each other especially in areas where there is controversy such as in the surgery of nerves. This is 
of  cou rse inevitable when differen t authors are working on different races and often aiming at  
different end resul ts .  

The fie ld o f  su rgical reconstruction in leprosy is however sti l l  wide open for new 
developments.  Reconstruction should be done b y  specialists in their own field , and not  by a 
peculiar bran d  of surgeon who limits himself to leprosy and tackles everything that he finds in 
it .  This is a good principIe and worthily upheld in this book. It will u ndoubtedly have a great 
impact on the world of  reconstructive surgery and help to lift the repair of deformity in leprosy 
out of its  present pligh t ,  and bring i t  into an area of  respectability . 

This book should be in the library of every plastic and orthopaedic surgeon practising in any 
country where leprosy is reasonably prevalent .  
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