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N ews a nd N otes 

LEPR OS Y RE VIE W IN 1 975 

At the end of Novem ber 1 974,  with the transfer  of LEPRA Headquarters from 
Lon don to Colchester, the Editorial Office of L eprosy Review returned to 5 7  A 
Wimpole Stree t ,  Lon don W I  M 7 D F  at the invitation of Dr Browne .  We very much 
appreciate his kindness and the faci li ties made available at the Leprosy Study 
Cen tre. 

I n flation strikes at the cost of prin ting as at every thing else. It is regret ted that 
an increase in subscripti on ra te for Volume 46 has become inevitable, but 
subscribers should be well satisfied with what Volume 46 has to offer. First ,  the 
average number of pages per Number is being  raised permanen tly to 80 .  In  
addi tion we are proud to an nounce an addition al Special Number, available to 
subscribers withou t addi tional cost ,  and devoted to the recen t  Borstel 
Colloquium .  

With this Number there opens a series o f  invited articles i n  the Field Workers 
Forum Section,  devoted to basic leprosy teaching, with con tribu tions from 
younger  specialists in various aspects of leprology . 

XIII  WORLD REHABILIT A TION CONGRESS, 1 976 

Rehabili tation International ann ounces that the X I I I  World I nternational 
Congress will be held in Tel Aviv , Israel, 2 1 -25  June, 1 976 .  The Secre tary-General 
is Dr E. Chigier (P.O. Box 1 62 7 1 ,  Tel Aviv, I srael) ,  from whom alI particulars may 
be obtained .  At several of the past quadrennial Congresses, leprosy has been welI 
represented,  and special sessions of in terest to leprosy workers have been 
organized . 

TROPICAL D E RM ATOLOGY 

The Third World Congress of the I n ternational Society of Tropical Dermatology 
was held in Sao Paulo (Brazil ) from 1 to 5 September, 1 974. 

As usual, le prosy attracted considerable attention , with a symposium alI to 
i tself  under the able chairmanship of Prof. R .  D. Azulay, and about 2 5  papers on 
leprosy presente d  as "free communications".  While no new material was disclosed 
in these papers ,  they engendered vigorous discussion. Other subjects of interest to 
leprologists included vasculitis, skin lesions of atypical mycobacterioses, 
pigmentation , and such conditions as cutaneous leishmaniasis. One welcome 
feature of the Congress was the presence, at the sessions concerned wi th leprosy , 
of derm atologists and research workers who were attracted by the growing 
relevance to their own subject of  leprosy investigations. Another feature was the 
in terest displayed by leprosy workers in diverse tropical dermatoses, and their 
contributions in these sessions. 
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At the Genera l  Asse m b l y  of M e m bers, Dr Art h u r  Rook (of  Cambridge )  was 
e lected  Pres iden t of the l n ternat io)1 a l  Society of  Trop ical  Dermatology , and Dr 
S. G .  Browne was e lec ted  to the Board of  Directors .  

A R G EN T I N A LEP ROSY SOC l ETY C E LE B R ATES I TS 

20th ANN I V E RS A R Y  

ll1e Society celebrated t h e  2 0 t h  Anniversary of  i ts foundat ion b y  organ iz ing  a n  
i n te mat iona l  sym posi u m  on 7 Septem ber, 1 9 74,  i n  Buenos Aires .  A score o f  
i nv i ted guests from a dozen cou n t ries  presented papers on t h e i r  work t o  a n  
aud ience of upwards of  a hundre d  in te res ted persons .  T h e  fo l lowi ng day ,  t h e  
congressi s ts v i s i ted t h e  B .  S o m m e r  Leprosy Sanatori u m ,  s i tua ted some 5 0  km 
from the  cap i ta l ,  and  saw a wide range of  c l i n i ca i  p resen t a t ions  of  leprosy . 

L E P ROSY S EM IN A R S  IN TH E SOUTH PAC I FIC 

Thanks to the i n i t iat ive of  the Le pe rs '  Trust Board of New Zealand ,  Dr S .  G.  
Browne recen t ly  conducte d  semin ars i n  Wes te rn Sam oa, Tonga and Fij i .  Doctors 
from dis tan t is lands we re brough t by a i r  to the cen t res .  I n  addi t i on to the 
lectu res ,  cl i n i ca i  de monstra ti ons and vis i ts to ou t ly ing hospita is ,  use fu l  con tacts 
we re m ade with Health Departme n ts and the ge nera l  publ ic  th rough the rad io and 
publ ic  m ee ti n gs .  S tuden t and gradu a te n u rses, com m u n i ty n u rses and physio­
therapists a lso pro fi ted from some of the cou rses given . People in New Zealan d 
can be proud of the con tinuing con tribution they are making, through this 
volun tary agency ,  towards the e ffect ive con trol  of  the scou rge of leprosy i n  the 
i s lands of  the South Pac ific o  

1 97 4  DAM I EN - DU TTON AWARD 

Df J ose N .  Rod riguez, forme r  Director of  the Bureau of  Disease Con trol of  the 
Philippines,  an d doyen o f  leprologis ts  in  that country ,  is  the 2 1  s t  recipien t of  the 
Damien-Dutton Award , and we add our congratu la tions to those o f  Dr Rodriguez'  
friends around the world . A dedicated research worker and adminis tra tor, Dr 
Rodriguez has devoted his  l ife to the cause o f  su fferers from leprosy, and this 
Award is  en tirely fi t t ing. We are happy to have a contribu tion from Dr Rodriguez 
in  this N umber  of  Leprosy Review. 

IMMUNOLOGY OF LEP ROSY PROJECT GROU P ( IM M LEP ) 

WHO has decided to establish a S pecial  Programme for Research and Train ing in  
Tropical Diseases . The p rogramme is at  prese n t  in i ts planning phase . A m ajor part 
of it wil l  be to establish working groups covering s ix major  communicable 
diseases. The m embe rs of these groups wil l  actively participa te ih co-operative 
research . The first o f  these groups (lMM LEP) met in  Geneva from 4 to 8 
November, 1 9 74 .  The object ive  agreed upon was to exp lore the possibi l ity of  
developing and applying new techniques for investigating  the  various immuno­
logical aspects of leprosy . The ready availabil ity of large amounts of Myco. leprae 
from infected armadillos has m ade new approaches possible . 

Priority will  be given to w ork on the purification of Myco. leprae from 
armadillo tissue for the preparation of a specific  soluble skin test antigen .  This 
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test  wi l l  pe rm i t fo r t h e  fi rs t t i m e  d i re c t  m e a s ur e  o f  endem i c i ty leve is  o f  l eprosy i n 
d i rfe re n t p op u la t i on s t h ro u gh ou t  t he w orld . The bac i l l i  a n d  fra c t i ons t h e re o f w i l l  
b e  u se d  t o  in ves t i ga t e  t h e  role  o f  ce l l- m e d i a t e d  i m m u n i t y i n  resi s tance t o  the 
i n fe c t i on a n d  pa t h oge n es is o f  re ac t i on a l  p h ase a n d  n erv e d a m age . I m m u n o­
p ro p h y l a x is by v a cc i n a t i on is a re a l is t i c poss i b i l i t y an d t he lon g- te rm o bj e c t i ves o f  
t he grou p w i l l  be to e x p lo re v a ri o Ll S  a pp roach es t o  t h is  e n d .  

Fur ther  i n format i on can  be ob t a i n e d from W o r l d  H e a l t h  Organ i z a t i o n ,  1 2 1 1 
Gen e va 2 7 .  S w i t ze r l an d .  

K A R I G I R I  T R A I N I N G  P ROG R A I\1 I\1 E  

Schie ffe l in  Leprosy Research Sana tori u m ,  K a ri gi ri ,  i s  offeri n g  t h e  fol l owi n g  
cou rses fo r 1 9 7 5 -7 6 :  

I .  ln troduc tory Cou rses in L eprosy - 6 da.l 's - I n tended for gene ral m ed icai  
p rac t i t i o n e rs  who wil l  be i n c l u d i n g  l eprosy work i n  t he i r prac t i ce  ( 3 5  hours 
teach ing  p lu s  d e m onstra t ions and  e xcurs ions) .  
4 cou rses per  year - 20 can d i d a tes  per cou rse . 

2. Certificate Courses in L eprosy - 6 weeks - I n ten ded primari ly for doctors ,  
bu t sen i o r  n u rses train ing  for fu l l  t ime  responsi b i l i t y  i n  le prosy ins t i tu t ions ,  are 
also accep te d .  I t teaches c l in ica I  l eprosy ,  d iagnosis and com p rehensive 
t rea tm e n t  inc lu d ing  compl icat ions e t c . ,  
2 cou rses per  y e a r  - J u ly-August a n d  Febru ary-March.  20  candidates per 
course . 

3 .  Para Medicai Workers COLmes - 6 mon ths - Train ing for vi l lage leveI workers 
accord ing  t o  cu rri cu l u m  recognized by the M in i s t ry of Heal th ,  Govern m e n t  of 
I nd ia .  
1 course per  year - J u ly to Decem be r - 1 0  candidates .  

4 .  Orthopaedic Tech nicians Course - 2 years - School Leavin g  Cert ificate 
candidates wi l l  be given  a fu l l  train i n g  i n  manufacture of orthopaedic ,  
footwear, appl iances, spl in ts, b races and  arti ficial l i m bs .  
6 candidates adm i t ted every year.  Course commen ces i n  A pri l ,  1 9 75 . 

5 .  Course in the Managemen t of Oph thalmic Manifesta tions of L eprosy - one 
week - Open to doctors primari ly ,  but other senior responsible personnel  may 
be accep ted .  Lectures and demon s trations in eye complicat ions of l eprosy .  
One course per year to commence i n  January - 6 candidates .  

Accom m od ation available for al i  courses. Enqu i ries 
'
for fu rther part iculars to be  

add ressed to :  

The  Trai n i n g  Officer,  
Schie ffel in Leprosy Research Sanatorium ,  

S L R Sanatorium (P. O. ) ,  Karigiri ,  
via Katpadi ,  632 1 06 ,  North Arcot,  

South Ind ia .  




