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1 .  LEPRA's Contribution to the World-wide Campaign 
Against Leprosy 

G. F. H A R R I S  

D irector. L HPR A ,  5 0  Fitzroy S tree t. London W J P 6 A L 

L E P R A ,  the successor to the  Brit ish Em pire Leprosy Rel ief  Associat ion ( B E L R A )  
which w a s  fo unded in  1 9 2 4 ,  i s  n o w  a wor ld-wide organizat io n .  I t  works towards i t s  
object ive ,  the con t rol of leprosy , by ru nning contro l  schemes ,  support ing 
govern m e n t  and other agencies running s imi lar sche mes ,  enco uraging and 
s u p porting l e p rosy research ,  and fostering the early d iagnosis and regular  treat m e n t  
of  young pat ients .  T h e  e x pendi t ure of m o n e y  raised m a i n l y  i n  the United K i ngdo m 
is control led by an Execut ive Com mit tee ; £286 ,600 was raised in 1 9 7 2 .  

TIl e Bri t ish Empire Leprosy Rel ief  Associat ion ( B E L RA) was se t up in  1 9 24 with 
the object  of  r idding the Empire of  leprosy . With the changing c ircumstances of  
the wor ld  surround ing a growing organizat ion i t  was  decided in 1 96 7 ,  that the 
Associat ion's  geographical boundaries should no longer be l im i ted to the Empire 
and that the Associat ion should be known as LEPRA.  

The Associat ion's  object  today is s ti l l  the erad icat ion o f  leprosy and LEPRA 
works towards its object ive by employ ing  what  are curren t ly  considered to be the  
most effect ive methods.  The Associat ion , honoured by Her  M ajesty The Queen as  
its Patron . i s  managed by an Execut ive Commit tee ,  which is advised from t ime to 
t ime by LEPRA's M edica l  Com m i t tee.  Funds are raise d .  mainly through smal l  
groups in  the Un ited K i ngdom , from legacies ,  Press advertising e tc . , and in  1 9 72  
amoun ted to £286 ,600 .  

LEPRA uses  i ts  ftl l1ds i n  operating i ts  own C
'
ontrol Scheme in M alawi , 

part icipating in jo int  schemes in Sierra Leo n e ,  Zambia and e lsewhere , running a 
special  scheme for chi ldren , and support ing e ffective leprosy work by govern
ments and by other volun tary organizations .  LEPRA also supports research . 
especial ly  at Oxford Univers i ty,  and encourages medical  s tudents  to become 
in terested in  leprosy by sponsoring essay compet i t ions,  by sending selected 
students to  work in  Malawi ,  and by financing an annual lecture ,  the Clayton 
Memorial  Lecture .  LEPRA publ ishes Leprosy R eview and has j oined with other 
organ izat ions in  issuing booklets  on various aspects of  leprosy . I n  an effort  to 
extend the knowledge of l eprosy , LEPRA h as arranged to make a new fi l m  which 
will  summarize existing i n format ion on the subject  and wi l l  be appropriate for 
showing to medical  and lay aud iences.  
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M alawi Control  Project 

LEPRA d ecided in the early 1 960's  that the then widely held idea that leprosy 
can be erad icated from a defined area should be demonstrate d .  Accord ingly ,  an 
area of 2000 square m iles wi th a populat ion of 1 . 3 m il l ion  was selected near 
Blan tyre in Malaw i .  Treatment  was to be mainly domic i li ary , but a smal l  hospi ta l  
un i t  wi th  36  beds was inc luded i n  the LEPRA block wh ich catered for 
ad min istrat ion ,  train i ng, record keeping and laboratory work . The block was 
s i tuated in the grounds of a general  hospita l  as a m ove towards the i n tegrat ion of 
leprosy treatment  wi th other medical services .  

The project  was planned to run for 1 0  years, but  a l ready after 7 y ears there are 
ind icat ions of success , for the number  of new cases of leprosy registered each 
mon th has fal len from over 3 5 0  to under 5 0 ,  and al l  the new cases are early ones .  
At  the end of 1 9 7 5  the pa tien ts rema in ing wi l l  be able to  obtain treatment  from 
stat ic  government  c l in i cs .  Two trained Leprosy Assistan ts  w i l l ,  however, be 
re ta i ned i n  the area to ensure that adequate supervis ion and treatment  are 
ma i n tai ned in  an area  where leprosy treatment  has been ful ly i n tegra ted wi th  
general rural med ic ine .  Detai led records of 1 2 , 5 00 pat ients  are  current ly  being 
coded so that  they can be analysed  by  computer and thus provide valuable 
i n format ion . 

The Government  of M alawi has shown i ts  co n fidence in LEPRA by inv i t i ng the 
Associat ion , through i t s  D i rector i n  M alawi ,  Dr  David M olesworth .  to become 
responsible for leprosy control t hroughout  the whole cou ntry . This is  now be ing 
planned on a progressive basis , another control project  being started in the North 
work ing  from an ex is t ing governm e n t  hospi tal , and a pi lot leprosy/tuberculosis 
con t rol project  started in the Cen tre ,  based on Lilongw e ,  the new capi tal  of 
M alawi . Th is project ,  financed by the German Leprosy Re l ief  Associat ion 
( DAHW),  i s  be ing advised by the Worl d Healt h  Organization , which has a deep 
in terest i n  such work.  I n i t ia l ly ,  a populat ion of some 9 00 .000 wi l l  be inc luded in  
the p i lot  projec t .  

I n  the  South ,  outs ide the  LEPRA Contro l  Project  area , the  l eprosy work 
undertaken by UMCA,  the Seven th Day Adve n tists ,  and the Canad ian Sisters of 
Wisdom is all  being co-ordinated by LEPRA on behalf of the M alawian 
Governm e n t .  In  1 97 2  LEPRA spe n t  £5 7 ,800 in Malawi .  

Sierra Leone 

For 1 5  years LEP R A  h as maintained lay workers in Sierra Leone .  Recent ly ,  
leprosy con t rol i n  tha t  country has  been  extended and  there is a maj or 
nat ion-wide con t rol scheme now in operat ion under the d irect ion of Fr Rocco 
Serra . un ti l  recent ly Director of the Catholic Relief Service in  Sierra Leone .  
LEPRA provided fou r  ex perienced field work ers and £27 .000 in  1 97 2 .  Th e  
scheme i s  also supported with s taff and funds by the Govern me n t ,  the German 
Leprosy Relief Associat ion (DAHW), the Seve n t h  Day Adven tists and , i n  the past ,  
has received financia l  assistance from the Catholic Rel ief  Service . OX F AM ,  
CAFOD,  Fame Pereo,  and F riends of Leprosy Patien ts in I ta ly and the USA.  

Zambia 

Following the success of the Malawi Projec t ,  LEP RA w as approached by the 
Government  of Zambia to  assist with out-patien t control in that country . A very 
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successful out-pat ient  control sche me was se t up in the Eastern Region and run 
for 2 years by LEPRA,  and is now run by the Gove rn ment .  A further scheme was 
in trod uced in the Luapula Valley with eq ual  success. Du ring 1 9 7 2  LEP RA 
p rovided an ex perienced lay worker and contr ibuted £5 600 towards leprosy 
control in  Zambia .  

Am ong other coun tries which have benefited from LEP RA's support dur ing 
1 9 7 2  were the fol lowing. 

India 

M ost of  the money given by LEPRA to voluntary agencies in  India was in  
respect of  chi ldren , but  £4000 were provided to cover the salaries of  local 
pa ra-med ical  work e rs and for the provis ion of deep wel ls  a t  one big  se t t leme n t .  

Nigeria 

Grants of £ 1 0 , 500 were made towards the purchase of transport ( i nc lud ing 
canoes) ,  t ra in ing,  and the runn ing expenses of various control  schemes.  Dr  
Wheat ley concl uded his very exacting task of be ing Leprosy Adviser  to the East 
Central  State and hel p ing to re-establ ish leprosy con trol i n  the war torn area . 
Chief Lak i n  has been bui ld ing up a modern sel f-su pporting agr icu l tural un i t  to 
absorb those former pat ie n ts a t  Oj i River and Uzuakoli  who are the legacy o f  the 
outdated i ns t i tu t ionalized m ethods o f  leprosy treatment .  

Uganda 

Two LEP RA workers have been stationed at Kumi ,  one in charge of  ou t-patien t  
control working very closely with local governm e n t  personnel ,  and the other i n  
charge o f  one o f  the only two leprosy training schools i n  the country . Gran ts o f  
£ 2 5 00 were made elsewhere i n  Uganda d uring 1 9 7 2  

Peru 

Following protracted negot ia t ions after Dr  Colin McDougall ' s  report on the 
needs of Peru from the leprosy aspect ,  LEPRA fin anced the tra in ing of a Peruvian 
in  M exico and supplied some basic equipment .  It is hoped that u p-to-date 
methods of  leprosy treatmen , will  gradually emerge from this small  but  pract i cal 
contribut ion to  the leprosy problem facing Peru . 

Children 

LEPRA considers the early diagnosis and treatment  of child sufferers from 
leprosy of paramount importance .  Accordingly ,  under  i ts  Children 's  Fund , annual 
per capita grants  are given following receipt  of the patient 's nam e .  age . sex and 
the type of  l eprosy from which the child is suffering, supported by a medical  
certificate t o  the e ffect  that  the child needs, and is receiving,  e i ther domicil iary  or 
in-pat ient  t rea tment .  The per capita grant is small, but 20 . 1 1 2  children benefited 
in 1 9 7 2  at  a cost of £62 ,000. Indian settlements received £30,000 o f  this sum,  the 
balance going to II  other countries ranging from Colombia  to Ethopia.  
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Research 

LEPRA is  all the time support ing and encouraging research in the hope that 
better methods of  detect ion , q u icker act ing drugs , and eventua l ly a pro phylact ic  
wi l l  be found  so that  l eprosy wi l l  at  last be erad icated . 

Conclusion 

The World Heal th O rganization has est ima ted that with in  the next 5 years there 
wil l  be I m il l ion more people suffering from leprosy . LEPRA is there fore far from 
achi ev ing i ts  obj ect ive . While adeq uate d rugs are available to cure the major i ty of  
cases ,  the main proble m is one  o f  admi nistra t ion ,  pol i t ics ,  and the ava i labi l i ty of  
suitable rel iable personnel  to work in the  fie ld . 

Some coun t ries are re luctant  to receive e x patria tes when they already have an 
unem ploy men t probl em ; others have no faci l i t ies (such as housing) to offer .  
LEPRA sees  a greater hope of success in con trol l ing leprosy , thus prevent ing  
fu ture genera ti ons from suffering from the  d i sease , than  in the  rehabi l i tat ion of  
indiv idual pat ients .  I t  there fore concen trates i t s  efforts overseas ,  apart from i t s  
chi ldren 's work , on working in  areas in  which it is  wel l  received and supported by 
the  loca l  govern men t so  that  i t  can ach ieve i ts  object ive in  certa in  l i m ited areas.  
I d eal ly ,  con trol proj ects should be set u p  and run for a few years d u ring which 
t ime the l ocal health staff should be trained to d iagnose and treat  leprosy so that 
expatriates ca n be gradual ly withdrawn ,  and once the leprosy problem has been 
red u ced to con trol lable  d imensions i t  should be  i n tegrated with the local heal th 
service .  

2 .  The Leprosy Mission-
A Crucial Dimension -of Service 

A. D.  ASKEW 

Depu ty In terna tional  Gen eral Se cre tary ,  50 Portla n d  Place, L o ndon W. l .  

A hundred years ago there took place three appare n tly u n related , widely 
separated , even ts  which were to be of considerable significance in widen i ng the 
hori zons of the world of leprosy . In Europe,  Armauer Hansen was pondering the 
appearance u nder his microscope of the Mycobacterium /eprae ; in  the Pacifi c ,  
Father Damien was  being drawn to h i s  vocation on M olokai ; from North Ind ia ,  
Wellesley Cosby Bailey , a young Irish schoolmaster, came  home to Dubl in , having 
been confron ted in  h is  m issionary work by the needs of  neglected leprosy 
sufferers at Arnbala,  in  the Punjab .  His e loquent  and passion a te advocacy 
sti m ulated the first i nterest and financial support i n  Ireland for wha t  was to 
become The Leprosy M ission , the oldest ,  and tod ay st i l l  one of the larges t ,  of  the 
voluntary societ ies concerned with leprosy and the problems of those who suffer 
from i t .  
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In 1 9 74,  The Le prosy M iss ion celebrates i ts  ce n tenary as an in terna t ional  and 
in terdenomi nat iona l  Ch rist ian socie ty ,  with its headquarters i n  London and its 
aux i l iaries i n  many parts of the world ; i t s  members' con t i n ue to ed ucate ,  s t imulate  
and i n c rease i n terest in  the ca use of  those who suffer,  and to care  for them a t  
every l eve l o f  need . Today The Leprosy M ission looks b a c k  to so l id p ioneering 
achieve ments ,  beginn ing at a t ime when i t  was the on ly  organ iza t ion in the fie ld , 
and looks  forward to an i ncreasingly effect ive fu ture role i n  cooperat ion wi th 
others.  

Pioneer Contributions to the World of Leprosy 

Through the concern of its founder and his co-workers, a conscien ce and a 
consciousness about the needs of leprosy sufferers were establ ished and rapid ly 
expa nded . To mi t igate the appal l ing sufferi ngs of  un t reated and unchecked 
leprosy , the M ission establ i shed asy lums  and fina ncia l ly sup ported others, fi rst in 
In dia , then in  Bunna ,  Ch ina ,  and other parts of  the world . I ts work ac ted as a 
cata lyst  to m ore ge neral act ion ,  and the M issio n ,  besid es establ ishing centres o f  i t s  
own , soon  became k n own as  the source o f  e ncouragement ,  advice and funds to  
o thers in terested i n  leprosy re l i ef. " Re l ie f" was  a fa i r  descr ipt ion o f  i t s  act iv i t ies .  
W i th n o  armoury of  drugs and l i t t le  scien t i fi c  knowledge , l eprosy ce n t res could 
offer only shel ter ,  food , sympathy and a restora t ionn of  some human d ign i ty to 
men and women ignored or rej ected by the i r  own co mmun i t ies .  Att i tudes o ften 
mirrored those of  the contem porary Western society to the underprivi leged ,  and 
some o f  the  help offered was paterna l i s t ic ,  but  i t  was nonetheless sin cere and 
construct ive . 

The e xpansion of i t s  leprosy cen tres ,  in n u m ber and s ize ,  was accompanied by 
an essen tial  ex pans ion of  i n terest in  i ts  work among Ch rist ian  communi t ies  
throughout  the worl d .  Foll owing i ts  begi n n ings in  Irela nd ,  support was qu ick ly  
given by i ndiv iduals  and church grou ps in  Engl and , Scot land and Ind ia .  W i th l i t t le  
de lay ,  they were fo l lowed by the USA ( 1 8 7 7 ) , Canada ( 1 8 9 2 ) ,  Austra l i a  ( 1 900),  
New Zealand  ( 1 909 ) ,  and Switzerland ( 1 9 1 2 ) ,  the last  named a porten t  o f  the 
greater support which was to come from Europe in  more recen t t imes .  

From its  work in  the Uni ted States o f  America grew American Leprosy 
M issions ,  Inc . , now and for many years past an  independ e n t  organ izat ion in  i ts 
own right ,  w i th  valued l inks  of friendsh ip  and cooperat io n .  During the early 
1 920's The Leprosy M ission gave i ts  wi l l ing support and e xperie n ce to he lp  in  the 
fou n d i ng of  the B ri t ish Empire Leprosy Rel ief  Associat ion ( B E L R A ,  now 
LEPRA) and a lso encouraged the deve lopmen t of  the French Com mit tee o f  Help 
(which establ i shed the cen t re at Valbonne) ,  the Taiwan Leprosy Rel ief  
Associa t ion and the Nippon Leprosy M issio n .  

Th e M i ssion was never com placen t .  I n  fa i th ,  i t s  workers sought be t ter methods 
of treat m e n t .  I ts early  l i tera ture conta ins  many referen ces to new remedies wh ich,  
u n fortunate ly ,  came to nothing ; but  consistent ly  the M iss ion widened i ts  
knowledge and e x perience ,  a imed for higher standards o f  med ical  work , 
responded to new k nowledge with changes o f  pract ice , and e n co uraged research . 

W i th the widen i ng use of sui phones i n  the early 1 9 50 's ,  the preva lent  
asy lum-orientat ion gave way to the  deve lopment  of  the M ission 's cen tres as  
effic ient  long-term hospita ls ,  wi th trea tment  lead ing to rea l  hope  o f  rehabi l i ta t io n .  
Th e  problems o f  rehabi l i tat ion s t imulated Pau l  Brand -for long associated with 
TIle Leprosy M issio n -and o thers, to deve lop  the use  of  the tech niques  of  p last ic  
and ort hopaed i c  surgery in  remedying the deform it ies  of  leprosy s u fferers . The 
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M ission actively encouraged the tra in ing of i ts  medical workers, as wel l  as those of 
oth er soc iet ies ,  i n  reconstru ct ive surgery , phys.io therapy ,  and the preven t ion of 
deform i t y .  

At  the same t ime ,  under the s t imu lus of men l ike M u ir  a n d  Cochrane ,  the 
M ission increasingly turned its  at tent ion to the un treated mass of pat ients  beyond 
the walls of  its hospitals .  The devel opm en t of pioneer S .  E .  T. ( S u rvey ,  Ed ucat ion 
and Treatmen t )  program mes was increasingly em phasized as the sign ifi cance of 
early d iagnosis and regular su lphone therapy was real ized , both i n  contro l l ing the 
d i sease in the pa t i en t  and in l im i t ing i ts  spread through the com m u n i t y .  

S i n c e  i ts  ear l iest  d a y s ,  t h e  M ission  h a s  stressed t h e  value  of t h e  ind iv idua l  
pa t ien t ,  rather than see ing them en masse. There were  t imes in  the  deve lopment  
of con trol work when the M ission was crit i cized for movi ng too slowly ,  and 
thi nk ing too smal l , by the advocates of mass d istr ibut ion of dapsone .  Now the 
M ission 's  e m phasis is  perhaps appreciated a l i t t le  more ,  as experience shows that 
adequate  case-hold ing depends on the developmen t of the patien t 's con fidence i n  
h i s  t rea t men t ,  which in  turn partly depends on the acknowledgement  o f  h is  
ind iv idua l  personal i ty  and response to his  needs .  

Train i ng of nat ional  workers for responsib i l i ty  has long been an i m portant  part 
of the work of the M ission . For many years med ical scholarshi ps have been 
granted to selected students ,  par t i cu larly in Ind ia .  A number of sen ior leprologists 
ca n look back to such support in  early days,  and nat ional  lead ership today far 
outwe ighs the st i l l  valued contribut ion of expatr iates .  Tra in ing has inc luded 
conferences and workshops for many years .  The act ivi t ies  of the M ission i n  th is  
sphere go back to conferences of  "Leper  Asyl u m  Su perin tenden ts" i n  the early 
years of the 20th cen t ur y .  Coupled with i t s  tra in ing program me ,  the M ission has 
published tech nical and popular l i tera ture ,  both for leprosy workers,  patients and 
supporters. 

To prom ote fu rther train ing and research the M issio n ,  in fu ll  partnership  with 
A meri can Leprosy M.iss ions I n c . ,  finance d ,  bui l t ,  and st i l l  mai n ta i ns the Schieffe l in  
Leprosy Research Sanatoriu m  in K arigir i ,  Sou th I n d i a .  I n  celebrat ion of i t s  90th 
Anniversary , the M i ss ion instal led an elec tron m icroscope in  the nearby Chris t ian 
Medica l  College (CMC) Hospita l ,  Vel lore ,  for leprosy research purposes. 
Significant  support is  give n to The Leprosy Study Cen tre , London ,  and the 
M ission is a fou n der  member of A L ERT, i n  Ethiopia .  

As an in ternational  M ission , i t  has e ncouraged and supported e fforts to draw 
together l eprosy workers i n  cl oser coopera t io n .  I t  was a founder  member o f  the 
Federat ion of European Leprosy Associations ( E LEP) ,  is a long-standing 
supporter of  the In ternat ional  Leprosy Assoc iat ion and i ts  J ournal ,  and took a 
lead ing part in the format ion of the Uni ted Leprosy Aid Com m i t tee in Great 
Brita in .  

Th e  Future Role of TIle Leprosy M ission 

The M ission recogn izes clearly that the u l t imate  respons ib i l i ty  for leprosy 
control measures lies wi th  gove rnments ,  which have both the right and the d uty 
to co-ordinate  and control a l l  leprosy work with in  the ir  j ur isd ic t ion : b u t  i t  a lso 
recogn i zes the pract ical  d i ffi cu l t ies  which i n  many areas make this  a long-term 
hope , rather than a prese n t  rea l i ty .  

The M ission cont inues then to have a role of sign i fican ce . F i rs t ,  i n  con t i n u ing 
to share in  the deve l opmen t of medical services to leprosy sufferers, in  
co-operat ion wi th  governmen ts and other voluntary agencies .  Th is wi l l  inc lude  
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working within i ntegrated med i cal faci l i t ies  or separate services where appro
pria te .  ( I t  is of  some in terest that in  1 9 73 the Miss ion's  I n ternat ional  General 
Counci l  made an add i tion to its  Const i tu t ion , e mpowering i t  to undertake general 
medical work , beyond the needs of leprosy sufferers, where this is necessary or 
desirable to meet  the needs of the local com munity or to encourage the 
i n tegra t ion of leprosy treatment  i n to general medic ine . )  

Secon dly,  in developi ng a n d  main tain ing a wide awareness of t h e  needs o f  
leprosy su fferers a n d  act ing a s  a voice t o  procla im their right to health,  social  
j ust ice ,  freedom , and acceptance within the commun i ty .  

Th ird ly ,  in  encouraging a d ivers ified approach to the  many  problems of  the  
d isease of leprosy , and  of i ts  human v ict ims .  

Last ly ,  in demons trat i ng that Christ ian com passion and concern for the 
individual  add a crucial d imension to the servi ce of humanity .  Th e Leprosy 
M i ssion is a Ch rist ian organizat ion .  It does not use its medical services as a tool for 
pressuri zed or indiscri minate evange l i sm,  but  believes that the effect iveness of 
modern trea tmen t is increased when it is al l ied with a concern for the total  
personal i ty of  each patien t ,  whose true happiness demands physical ,  menta l ,  and 
spiri tua l  fu l fi l men t .  

3. American Leprosy M issions, I nc. 

O L I V E R  W.  HASSE LB LAD 

Presiden t, 29 7 Park A venue S o u t h ,  Ne w York 1 0, U. S. A .  

Am erican Leprosy M issions ( A L M )  w as establ ished in  1 906 a s  a committee of The 
Leprosy M ission .  I ts fo under and chairman for 43 years was a prominent  
businessman and phi lan thropist ,  Wi l l iam J ay Sch ieffel in , and i ts  membershi p  was  
made up largely  of Christ ian businessmen . U n ti l  1 9 1 7 , when the Comm i t tee was  
separately incorpora ted ,  i ts  so le  function was  to raise money for The Leprosy 
M ission to send to i nst i tu t ions in  Asia ,  many of wh ich h ad been establ ished by 
American missionari es .  

From the beginn ing,  ALM 's pol icy was  tha t  of an enabl ing,  not  a sending ,  
agen cy nor an owner  or ad min istrator of inst i tu t ions .  I n  1 9 3 5 ,  the General 
Secreta ry ,  Wil l iam Mason Danner,  made this  policy clear in a l e t ter  grant ing fund s  
for a hospital i n  Africa : "We wish it to be clearly understood t h a t  our 
respon sib i l i ty  begins and ends with th is grant  of funds ."  

Whi le  Dr  Eugen e  R .  Kel lersberger was  General Secretary from 1 94 1  to  1 9 54 ,  a 
new d imension was added . Feel ing that money given witho u t  any responsib i l i ty  
for i ts use d id  not ensure work of good q ual i ty ,  the Board of Directors drew up 
clearly defi ned priori t ies for the use  of resources.  And i t  requ ired close d irect  
contact  with responsible ad min istrators in the fie ld in working out  and agreeing 
upon objectives . 

M ore than any other person ,  Dr Robert G .  Cochrane ,  A L M 's techn ical med i cal  
adviser from 1 9 5 2  to 1 96 5 ,  laid the fo undat ion for ALM 's prese n t  po l ic ies .  He 
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was convi nced that  the role of a volun tary agen cy was to u pgrad e strategic 
inst i t u tions as a demonstrat ion of the best methods of leprosy contro l ,  train i ng,  
and research.  

Earl i e r ,  wh i le he was Princ ipal of Vei l  ore Ch rist ian Med ical Col lege i n  India ,  he 
and Dr H erbert Gass, Professor of Dermatology , toge ther with leaders of The 
Leprosy M ission and American Leprosy M i ss ions ,  deve loped the concept of su ch a 
demonstrat ion centre in close prox imi ty  to a medical  col lege . And in 1 9 5 2 ,  wi th  
Dr Gass as i ts  fi rst d i rector,  the Wm . J ay Sch ieffe l in  Leprosy Research Sana.torium 
was bui lt  at Karigi ri , with a gran t  from A L M 's Post War Fund . Here and at  
Vel lore ,  Dr Paul  W .  Brand d id  h i s  early pioneering work in  surgical rehabi l i ta t io n .  
M a n y  sign i ficant  contr ibut ions  i n  leprosy research have come from t h e  scien t i sts 
at  the Sch ieffe l in  cen tre , and i ts  e x ce ll e n t  tra in ing programme has inc luded 
hundreds of  workers in vari01.ls med i cal d isci p l ines  from al l  parts  o f  the world . 

Another importa nt  world cen tre for tra in ing and research arose from the vi sion 
of ALM 's Dr K el lersberger back in  the n ine teen -fort ies .  In  a l e t ter  to the 
Ethiopian M i nistry of  Heal th he expressed the hope that the Prin cess Zenebework 
Hospital  in Add is Ababa ,  bui lt  by American Leprosy M issio ns in 1 93 3 ,  "m ight 
we ll become not only a cen tral leprosy hospi ta l  for the coun try , but a lso a 
tra in ing  cen tre where doctors, nurses, teachers, publ ic  health workers would 
receive special  t ra in ing in socia l  and cl i n i ca l  aspects of leprosy . "  

B y  1 965  th is  prophet i c  vis ion came t o  fru i t ion  with the establ ishment  a t  the 
Princess Zenebework Hospital  of the Al l  Africa  Leprosy Research and Tra in ing  
Cent re ( A L E RT),  wi th  A LM as  one of the five origina l  sponsors. W i th the  
generous support of  many other  volun tary agen cies ,  A L E RT se rves  not only a l l  
Afri can coun t ries ,  but  a l so  serves in ternat ional ly as an increasingly i m portant 
demonstrat ion ,  train i ng ,  and research centre .  

One of  the mos t  importan t  aspects of Am erican Leprosy M issions'  tra in ing 
program me began in  1 960 with the estab l ishment of annual leprosy"orien tat ion 
se minars i n  cooperat ion wi th  the United States Publ ic  Hea l th  Service ( USPH S ) .  
H e l d  every spring at t h e  USPHS Hosp i ta l  at  Carv i l l e ,  Louis ian a .  these annual  
co urses give a bas ic  ground ing i n  all  aspects  of  the trea tment  and management  of 
leprosy to medical  personnel  in al l  d iscip l ines ,  both nat ional  and expatria te ,  
Ca thol ic  and Protestan t ,  who work or plan to  work in cou n t ries where leprosy is  a 
serious publ ic  heal t h  problem . S ince the inaugu rat ion of the series more than 600 
workers have attended the seminars ,  and many have been responsible for the 
improvement  o f  ex i s t ing programmes and the establ ishment  of new o n es i n  l ine  
wi th  modern concepts of  le prosy managemen t .  

I n  1 9 70 t h e  ALM Leprosy Atel ier  was establ ished by Dr O l a f  K .  Sk insnes wi th  
ALM fundi ng. Located in the  Departmen t  of Pathology of the Un ive rs i ty  of  
Hawai i  School of Medic i ne ,  i t  is equ i pped with an e lectron microscope and o t he r  
fac i l i t i es for advanced research. I n  J u ly  1 9 73 D r  Way ne M .  Meyers w a s  seconded 
by A LM as a Professor i n  the Un ive rs i ty  o f  Hawa i i  to col laborate wi th  Dr  Sk insnes 
and other un iversi ty medical  sc�e n t ists .  The relat ionship to the U n ivers i ty opens 
opportun i ty  for t ra i n i ng ,  as do projected deve lopmen ts i n  the management  of 
leprosy in Hawai i .  

Under deve lopmen t is  the I n ternat ional  Cen ter  for Tra in ing a n d  R esearch o n  
Leprosy a n d  Related D iseases at  Caracas, Venezu e l a ,  w i t h  t h e  sponsorshi p  o f  the 
Pan-Anl erican Health Organ izat ion .  ALM has commit ted i t se l f  to financ ia l  
sup port and part ic ipat ion on the Advisory B oard of  the Cen ter .  

The grea test share of American Leprosy M iss ions '  resources are  used for the  
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del ivery o f  heal th  services to patie nts ,  ind ivid ua l l y and in the aggregate , with 
special  considerat ion for the  patien t in relat ion to others and to the com m u n i ty .  
Support is also given t o  t h e  move m e n  t toward s  in tegra t i o n  of  leprosy in to genera l  
hea l th  services ,  a n d  t o  com prehensive c o m m uni ty hea l th p lann ing which inc ludes 
l eprosy . 

ALM 's present  priorit ies gove rning the use of its reso urces are based u pon i t s  
nearl y  70 years '  experience .  They are : 

(I) Meet ing ind ividua l  needs as a cont in uing commitmen t .  There is an eq ua l  
com mitmen t to he l p  change program mes to  con form with acce pted princ ip les  
of con tro l  and manage men t .  

( 2 )  Assisti ng trad i t ional  custodial  ins t i tu t ions t o  become cen tres of l eprosy 
con trol . 

( 3 ) Provi d ing trai n ing gran ts to medica l  workers in the necessary d isci p l ines .  
(4)  He l ping those program mes that  are  moving toward in tegrat io n ,  whe ther a t  the  

l eve l of general hospital or of the v i l l age d ispensary . 
(, ( 5 )  Deve loping p i lot  projects  with socia l  science and pub l ic  hea l th perso n n e l ,  to 

he lp  solve the serious prob lem of the tremendous num bers of  seve re ly  
dehabi l i t a ted patien ts ,  both wi th in  and outside ins t i tu t ions .  

(6)  Providing fu nds for new bui ld ings and equipmen t in programmes that  
con trib ute to effect ive leprosy contro l .  

<- ( 7 )  Providing consul tat ive services of o u tstanding specia l ists to assist in the 
i m plemen tation of priori t ies .  

(8)  Responding posi t ive l y  to gove rnmenta l  and intergovernmen ta.l agency 
req u ests to deve lop  l eprosy con tro l  programmes .  

Am eri can Leprosy M issions ' support comes fro m ind ivid uals ,  chu rches, and 
ch urch groups .  I t  is not  offic ia l ly  re l a ted to any sec t  or d enominat ion . I t  
ma intains i ts  i n here n t  freedom t act  independ e n t l y  b u t  in cooperation with 
other  leprosy or related agencies .  

/ 
4. Hind Kusht Nivara n Sangh 
( Indian Leprosy Association) 

S. S. M AITRA 

Hon orary Secretary 

The dawn of the twent ieth century flashed a silver l in ing o n  the horizon for the 
dreaded ,  st igmati zed and ostracized leprosy patie n t .  Com passion  had taken root 
in  the hearts o f  men , though horror and prej udice were st i l l  s low to die .  Father 
Damien had l i t  a torch . Colone l  Bai ley had trai led a luminous path .  The format ion 
of the B ri t ish Empire Leprosy Relief Associat ion  ( B ELRA) had i t s  r ipples  i n  I n d i a  
ruso . The Indian Counci l  of BE L RA was formed i n  t h e  year 1 92 5 ,  w i t h  the 
Viceroy and Governor-General of  I ndia as i ts President ,  whi le Governors of 
Provinces and leading I nd ian Pri n ces  became i ts  Vice-Pres idents .  The Ind ian 
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Counci l  concen t rated its atten tion on ( I )  research ; ( 2 )  t rain ing of med ical men in 
the d iagnosis and t rea tmen t of leprosy ; and ( 3 )  propaganda .  TIle Ind ian Counci l  
con t in ued to do  good work t i l l  1 9 5 0 .  

I n dependence brought abou t  changes in t h e  se t-up of t h e  I nd ian  Counci l  of  
BELRA a l so .  I n  1 9 5 0 ,  the  H ind  Kush t N ivaran Sangh ( Ind ian Leprosy 
Associa t ion)  was form ed ,  taking over the asse ts and l iab i l i t ies  of the former 
organ izat ion . The i m portan t avowed objects o f  the Sangh are : the con trol of 
leprosy , rel i ef  to leprosy pat ien ts,  and the erad icat ion of  leprosy i n  I nd ia .  Th e 
Sangh endeavours to achieve these objects  through hea l th educat ion programmes ,  
and program m es of leprosy control  and treatmen t .  These programmes are 
in i t i ated at the headquarters in  New Delhi  and implemented through its branches,  
which t oday are 1 6  i n  n u m ber .  The State branches in  turn organ ize d istr ict  and 
local branches .  

The Sangh has the Pres ident  of I n d ia as i ts  Preside n t .  In ord e r  that conce rted 
and co-ordinated efforts may be made  in  the d irect ion of  erad icat ion of leprosy in  
Ind ia ,  the Sangh has a broad-based co nst i tu t ion ,  under which the Gove rn me n t ,  
vol un tary organ izat ions ,  d ist inguished leprologists,  med ical scien t ists  a n d  social  
workers are brought together on one platform by giving them represen tat ion in 
the govern i ng body of the Sangh . 

As years rol l ed  by,  the Govern ment  and the volun tary organizat ions have 
increasingly i nvolved themselves in  the treatment  of  l eprosy, and the Sangh 
grad ually retreated from direct parti c ipat ion in  these programmes .  So, a lso ,  the 
I ndian Counc i l  of Medical  R esearch took over in  1 9 5 6  the research work which 
unt i l  then had been conducted by the Sangh at the School of Tropica l  Med ic ine , 
Calcut ta ,  wi th the cooperat ion of the Endowment  Fund o f  the School and the 
Ind ian  Counc i l  of M e d i ca l  R esearch . Consequent ly ,  the Sangh began to 
concen t rate  on health educat ion , rehabi l i tat ion of l e p rosy pat ie n ts and publ ic i ty 
aimed at creating a nat ional awareness of the problems of these patien ts ,  and 
u l t imately the eradication of leprosy in Ind ia .  

Health Educatio n 

An e ffect ive heal t h  educat ion p rogram m e  i n  leprosy should be a imed at the 
public at  large, the medical  profession , and the leprosy patients themselves.  Real  
facts  abo u t  l eprosy have to be d isse minated to the general publ ic to d ispel  the 
age-ol d  ignorance , horror and prej udice abou t the d isease . Even today many 
medical prac t i t ioners not  onl y  keep the m selves aloo f from the t reatment  o f  
leprosy but  also place leprosy on a d i fferen t  foot ing fro m  t h a t  of  other d iseases .  
Heal th educat ion i n  leprosy , therefore ,  should strive to i n t egrate the trea tment  of  
leprosy with general medical pract ice .  So also , the leprosy pat ien t  needs 
encouragement  and an  awareness that the d isease is curable . 

Th is three-pronged approach to health educat ion in leprosy is ably handled by 
the Sangh today,  by  means of  posters ,  pamphle ts  and brochures . One of the first  
steps the Sangh took was to publish a set of 20 coloured wal l  posters i n  English, 
Hind i  and some regional  l anguages .  These posters help to d ispel  old fears and 
prej ud ices about leprosy . As the old set became obsole te , new sets  o f  posters were 
designed in  consu l tat ion with the Cen tral  Heal th  Educat ion Bureau and were 
exhibi ted and popularized through the State branches. A selected se t of these 
posters in  Engl ish , H ind i  and regional  languages has been d isplayed in  2 000 
rai lway stations . 
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Our  pa m phlets  and boo klets  on the facts about  leprosy wr i t ten  by lead ing  
leprologists are very popu lar  both  wi th  the  general pub l ic  and the med ical 
pro fession . The pam phlets are revi sed period ical l y ,  and new ones are added to the 
l ist from t i m e  to t ime .  

Leprosy in I ndia 

The Sangh publ ishes in  English a scie n t i fi c  q u arterly j o u rn a l ,  Leprosy in In dia , 
which is the offi cial organ of the Sangh . TIuough this  med i u m ,  we publ ish origina l  
ar t ic les ,  researc h  re ports, revie ws, comments ,  abstracts from current  l i terature ,  
e tc . ,  which reflect  the work done in the field of  leprosy in India  and in other  
cou n t ries .  Th is journal is at prese n t  ed i ted by Dr Dharmendra ,  an eminent  
leprologist of internat i onal  standing .  

World Leprosy Day 

In I nd ia ,  World  Leprosy Day is celebrated on the 30 J an uary ,  to coinc ide wi th  
the day o f  the martyrdom o f  M ahatma Gandh i ,  wh o had an abid ing in terest in  
leprosy work . The Sangh organ izes the ce lebrat ion of  th is  day in a l l  parts  of the  
coun try through i ts State  branches,  vol u n tary organ izat ions ,  and Leprosy Con t ro l  
Uni ts .  The  progra mmes for the celebration of Leprosy Day are d irected towards 
the goal of  health educat ion and the ra is ing o f  funds  for leprosy work .  Publ ic  
mee t i ngs , processions,  the sa le  of  leprosy se als .  essay and e locution com pe t i t ions 
for school-ch i ldre n ,  and organ izing of exhib i t ions  are some o f  the act iv i t ies i n  
connect ion wi th  t h e  observance of t h e  d a y .  

Rehabil itation 

Rehabi l i tat ion of leprosy pat ients  is a task with which the Sangh is very m u ch 
concerned .  RehabilHat ion is a process that shou ld begin fro m the day the d i sease 
is d iagnosed .  The patien t should be rel ieved of the men tal s t rain that resul ts  from 
the shock to which he  is e xposed by the real ization that he has cont racted a 
dreaded disease . Also , he should n o t  be al lowed to d evelop any deformity by 
reason of  carelessness and ignorance ,  and above al l  he should be ret u rned to 
society as a se l f-re l i an t ,  se l f-respecting cit izen , an asse t to h imse lf  and to h is  fel low 
m en .  To this  end ,  the Sangh conducts Physiotherapy Techn i ci ans'  Tra in ing 
Courses to help para-medical workers to educate  and t rain the  pat ie n ts .  Refresher 
Courses are also conducted for trained physiotherapists to acquain t them wi th  
new knowledge on physiotherapy and to give them an oppor tun i ty  to e x change 
experiences.  In  addit ion to this, the Sangh cond u cts  Orie n tat ion Courses for 
med ical pract i ti oners engaged in leprosy work , who in tum can thus give scie n t i fi c  
guidance to trained physiotherapists .  

Shanti  Il Iam 

In furtherance of the program me of rehabil i tat io n ,  the Sangh m ain tains  a home 
known as Shanti  I l Iam at the Christian M edical Col lege (CM C) and Hospita l ,  
Vei l  ore . This home is in tended for short-stay desti tu te  leprosy pat ien t s  under
going pre- or pos t-operative treatment at the CMC Hosp i ta l .  D uring the period 
1 968 to  1 972 ,  3 1 40 leprosy patients  were admit ted  to Shant i  I l lam, and a total of 
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1 766  operat ions were performed on them . During the ir  stay at  Sh ant i  l I l a m ,  the 
pat ients  are t rained and encouraged to do some use ful  work , which not only 
serves as  occu pat ional  therapy , but  al so h e l ps them to learn a new trad e which in  
tum encourages thei r se l f-re l iance and a lso helps them to earn some money d uring 
their  stay at  the home.  

Scho larsh ip and Aw ards 

Th e Sangh rea l izes that incent ives should be provided to prom ising med ica l  
pract i t ioners and research workers in  leprosy , so that  they may con trib ute the ir  
best  in  the very importa n t  task of erad icat ing leprosy in India .  W ith th is  end in 
view, the Sangh has inst i tuted a scholarsh ip which wi l l  be awarded every a l ternate 
year to a medical  graduate e ngaged in leprosy work for specia l i zed tra in ing  in 
leprosy a t  the Cen tral Leprosy Teach ing and Resea rch I ns t i tu te ,  Ch ingleput ,  for 
one year. The sel ected can didate  receives Rs.  5 00 per month for the d ura t ion of 
h j s  t rai n ing .  I n  the same way , the Sangh has inst i tu ted the Dr Keshab Chandra 
Sahu Mem ori al  Gold Medal  for the pro motion o f  resea rch into the causes and 
trea tment  of  l eprosy ; the Medal  is awarded once in eve ry three years to a se nior 
research scholar who has to h is  cred i t  more than 1 0  years o f  o u tstanding work in  
leprosy .  

All-India Leprosy Workers' Conference 

From its incept ion in  1 9 5 0 ,  the Sangh took over the organ izat ion of the 
Al l - Ind ia Leprosy Workers ' Con ference .  The first con ference was held in  1 947  a t  
Wardha ,  wi th  t h e  blessings of Mahatma Gandhi ,  and con t inued to meet  thereafter 
every two years .  The cen tral body of  the Sangh is responsible for the pol ic ies  and 
programmes of  the con ference ,  whi le  the actual  run n ing of the con ference is  the 
responsib i l i ty  o f  the  State branch under whose auspices the con fe rence i s  being 
hel d .  These con ferences have reflected the progress o f  leprosy work in Ind ia and 
have revie wed the working of  leprosy program mes in  the coun try.  They have also 
been helpful  in  bringing toge ther workers in the fie ld of leprosy from the various 
parts o f  the country and to enrich these workers by  pooling their k nowl edge and 
experience .  This has helped  to provide st imulus and inspirat ion to the workers 
and also guide-l ines to administrators . . 

I t  is a happy augury that this year we are celebrating the Silver J ubi lee o f  the 
Conference ,  together with the Cen tenary of Dr Armauer Hanse n 's discovery of 
the leprosy baci l lus .  The combined celebrat ions  are  being he ld  a t  Sevagram with a 
5-day seminar, wruch will be attended by lepro logists  and leprosy workers in Ind ia  
and to which  invi tat ions have also been  extended to leprologists and leprosy 
insti tu t i ons in other coun tries .  

Conclusion 

In  the conte x t  of the expansion of leprosy work in India by the Government  
and b y  the increasing n u m ber of voluntary organizations , the  role  of the H ind  
Kusht Nivaran Singh has become selective . Wi th i ts  long  tradit ion o f  pioneering 
service , i t  constant ly seeks to e x plore the further u n m e t  needs of  pat ien t s  and 
pass on  the suggestions crystall ized through i ts  past experience to the Government  
and to the volun tary organizations.  
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The Sangh 's e mphasis on health educat ion and rehabi l i tat ion has paid rich 
div idends .  Facts about leprosy are widely known today and the a t t i tude  of 
soc ie ty ,  the medical profession , and the pat ients  themse lves has u n dergone vast 
changes in  the right direct ion . The Sangh 's role as a catalyst and co-ord inator in 
leprosy work is  being increasingly accepted .  I ts essen t ia l  funct ion , namely , to 
promote the vol un tary spiri t ,  i s  receiving adequate a t tent io n .  For, in  the words of 
our  late Presiden t ,  Dr  Rajendra Prasad , "The q ual i ty of gove rn m e n t  work will r ise 
i n  proportion to the growth o f  volu n tary work .

5. The German Leprosy Rel ief Association 

H E R M ANN KO B E R  and S .  G. B ROWNE 

AJ though the German Le prosy Rel ief Associat ion or Deutsches Aussatzigen 
H i l fswerk ( D A H W ) ,  was fo unded as rece nt ly as 1 9 5 7 ,  in  the course of  the last 1 6  
years i t  has raised over 1 00 mi l l ion D . M .  (or over £ 1 2  m il l ion ) for l eprosy work , 
to be used main ly  in Afri ca, Asia, and South America .  

D A HW began alm ost by acciden t .  Two young Germans,  a theological s tudent  
and a journal is t ,  i n  the course of a v i s i t  to E th iopia ,  ca l led  at  an old-style leprosy 
cen t re (St A n toi n e .  near Harrar) where a Dr Feron was t ry ing a lmost  
single-handed t o  cope with an u n be l ievable amount of suffering due  to leprosy . 
The two men saw the end-resul ts  of neglected leprosy , and were deeply affected . 
Back agai n  i n  Wlirzburg, Germany,  they spread the news and , together with their  
friends and a group of co-workers, began to col lect  money . They wanted to help ; 
they wan ted their  friends to hel p .  Th us was DAHW born . 

At firs t ,  a l l  i ts  energies and e fforts were ben t toward s  assist ing this one 
inst i t u t ion and this one doctor,  but before a year was out  cr ies for he lp reached 
them from other parts of Africa .  At  the same t ime ,  the response fro m  the German 
populat ion was unexpectedly eager .  Thanks to art ic les  i n  the press ,  the need was 
widely publ ic ize d ,  and money began to pour i n . 

Year by year,  the financia l  response of the Germ an people has increase d  pari 
passu with the requests for hel p .  In 1 9 5 8 ,  1 . 2 mi l l ion  D . M .  was raise d ,  and 5 
cen t res abroad were hel ped ; i n  1 964,  the amou n t  i ncreased to 4 mi l l ion  D . M . ,  and 
no fe wer than 90 cen t res were helped . In  1 9 7 2 ,  the huge sum of 1 4  mi l l ion D. M .  
was col lected , which helped t o  support 1 80 cen tres . Among t h e  con tributors t o  
D A H W  we find b usinessmen who give generous ly , manual  wo rkers ,  a n d  ord inary 
fo lk  l iving on  smal l  fi xed incomes. Youth gro u ps raise money by staging theatrical  
plays,  organiz ing footbal l  matches, etc .  The m ass med ia- rad io , television and the 
press-have shown a great in terest i n  DAHW and have been very generous in  their 
coverage . J ou rnal i s t ic  flair and pro fess ional  connec tions  have been harnessed to 
the task of d isseminat ing  information and arousing i n teres t .  

Up to the presen t ,  the funds col lected have been used to support som e  345  
centres ,  schemes ,  and fie ld  projects  i n  Africa ( main ly Ethiopia,  Uganda ,  Tanzania,  
Sierra Leone and Nigeria ) ,  a total  of 1 47 p rojects  in  29 countries ; in Asi a  
(especia l ly Ind ia ,  Pakistan , Thai land a n d  K orea) ,  1 60 in 1 8  cou n trie s ;  a n d  i n  
Sou th America ( Paraguay,  Argen t ina ,  Brazil  a n d  Bol iv ia) ,  3 8  in 1 0  cou n t ries .  
About 600,000 leprosy pat ien ts in  al l  have been he lped in this  way through these 
various projects  of DAHW. 
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Revi ewing the past decade ,  i t  i s  poss ib le  to d iscern a gradual  change in the way 
funds are a l located . At  fi rs t ,  s ingle cen tres and hospita ls  were su pported ,  but the 
ten dency now is to help subs id ize fie ld  work and programmes in  wh ich leprosy is  
i n tegrated into the general  medical serv ices ,  in  accordance with the plans and 
idea ls  of  the M i nistries of Heal t h  of  the various coun tries .  Med ical  and social  
rehab i l i ta t ion is by n o  means neglecte d .  

D AHW assists  train i ng program mes i n  Addis Ababa ,  Caracas and Karigir i , 
chan nel l ing i ts  support through staff, b u i ld i ngs and equ ipmen t .  I t also sponsors 
field workers, and has an i mpressive record in the comparative ly short t ime  of  i t s  
ex is tence -a tota l  staff i n  the  fie ld  of  1 45 ,  compris ing doctors,  n urses ,  teachers, 
art isans,  fa rmers and social workers.  The large leprosy centre in  Bisid imo near 
Harrar carries out  exten sive fie ld work . 

DAHW w as one of the fo under-members of ELEP,  the Fed e rat ion of E u ropean 
An t i - Leprosy Associat ions, and is a very act ive parti c ipant  in  the de l iberat ions of 
its 1 6  member-associat ions .  I t  works happily with other s im i lar bod ies in  other  
c ont inen ts ,  a n d  also w i t h  the World Health Organizat ion .  7 Al though DAHW assists without d is t inct ion many rel igious bodies that are 
engaged i n  leprosy work , i ts basis is n on-rel ig ious and n on-sectarian ; and a l though 
it cooperates with gove rn ments  in their  ant i -leprosy campaigns,  i t  is  not a 
governmen t ins t i tu t ion .  I t  has, however, l i nks w i th the German Foreign O ffice 
and the M in istry of Economic  Co-operat ion . 

Conscious of the many serious gaps in our knowledge of leprosy , DAHW 
devotes a grat i fy i ng proport ion of i t s  resources to research ,  especia l ly  e mphasizing 
the need for e fficacious measures for p reve n t ing leprosy and for treat ing the 
d isease as rap id ly  and complete ly as possib le .  D AHW helps to finance l eprosy 
research at the Borstel  Research Ins t i tute ,  and sponsored the I n ternat ional  
Symposi um he ld  in  Borstel  in 1 9 70,  the proceedings of which were publ ished in  a 
special fasci cule  of the In ternational Jo urnal of Leprosy. Research act iv i t ies at 
other cen tres are also assisted by DAHW,  such as the work of Dr Tore Godal at  
the Armauer Hansen Research Ins ti t u t e ,  Addis  Ababa . I n  add i t ion , DAHW not 
only i tse l f  produces a fine range of  l i tera ture ,  but subsid izes the publ icat ion of  
theses and m akes a subs tant ia l  grant  to the  Ill ternational Journal of Leprosy. 

Las t ,  but  not  least ,  men t ion must  be made of the fi nancia l  he lp  given by 
DAHW for the work of Dr Eleanor S torrs on the armad i l lo  at I n d ian Camp,  
Louisi a n a ,  an  i m po rta n t  project  that has captured the i m agina tion and opened the 
purse-strings o f  the outward-look ing and forward-looking West  Germans who,  at  
rid icu lous ly low cost  and with such good e ffect , d irect the affa irs of  the 
Deu tsches Aussatzigen H i l fswerk . 

6. The Raoul Fol lereau Foundation 

A N DRE RECI PON 

PreSiden t .  42 R ue Laugier. 7501 7 Paris. France 

I t  was on 1 4  Febru ary 1 96 8 ,  that Raou l Fol le reau requeste d  me (by a 
du ly-attested declarat ion ) to cont inue  the "fight against  leprosy and against  a\ l  
' leprosies' " that he been waging for 40 years .  Five years la te r  is a k i nd of  
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ann iversary ,  an an niversary that prov ides an opportuni ty to take a look a t  the 
whole organ i za tion which , with the he l p  of  the many friends of Raou l Fol lereau 
throughou t the world ,  I have brough t i n to being to cont inue the work of one who 
is st i l l  ca l led the "Vagabond of  Chari ty" .  

In  1 96 8 ,  I began by  form ing the  "Associat ion of Raoul  Fol lereau Fou ndat ions" 
to u n i te every body and every Com m i t tee wh i ch in France and other coun tries 
responded to my appeal .  It soon became necessary to make a d ist inct ion  between 
the nat ional  organizat ions and the i n ternat ional  grouping .  It  was thus that ,  in 
1 9 7 1 ,  the " I n ternat ional  Associat ion o f  the Raou l  Fol lereau Fou ndat ions" was 
establ ished , wi th a Council  of  3 members named by Raoul  Fol lereau wh o,  each in 
turn , assumes the role of Presiden t of  the Associat ion for one year. Th e 2 
members ( in add i ti on to myself) are : The Reverend Fathe r  Cort i , ex -President  of  
the A mici dei Leb brosi ( I ta ly) ,  and M onsieur Rene Henr ion , the  Genera l  D irector 
of the A mis dl l  Pere Damien ( Be lg iu m )-the Presiden t  for this year.  

Th e princ ipa l  nat ional assoc iat ions now l inked in  the I n ternat ional Associat ion 
are organ ize d  in the fo 1 \owing cou n t ries : Fran ce,  Belgi u m ,  I ta ly ,  Lu xembourg, 
Spa in ,  Great  Bri t a i n ,  Ma l ta ,  Canad a ,  Senega l ,  Ma l i ,  Ivory Coast, Upper Volta ,  
Dahomey,  Togo, Ch ad,  M adagascar,  Vietnam and M a u ri t ius .  Al l these nat ional 
com m i t tees are responsi ble for organ iza t ing every year the World Leprosy Day,  
which was inaugurated i n  1 9 54 by Raoul  Fol lerea u ,  and whose 20th anniversary 
was o bserved on 28 J an u ary 1 9 7 3 ,  i n  over 1 2 5 cou n tr ies .  As i ts Founder hoped ,  
this Day  has  become a sign i ficant  focal-poi n t  for fee l ings o f  com pass ion towards 
the v ic t ims  of leprosy , and it i s  by no means u n known in Africa  on this Day for a 
Head of Sta te to v is i t  leprosy sufferers , thus showing by this act  that these 
unfort unates  are human beings j ust l ike the res t  of us .  Some of the nat ional  
associat ions send doctors, nurses and nuns to the cen tres  they support ,  but the 
greatest  means of assis tance adopted by the Raoul  Fol lereau Foundat ions i s  by 
gran t ing fi nancia l  help to cen tres- both private ly run and govern mental - that  are 
concerned w i th the cam paign against leprosy . 

I m ay be permi t te d  in this connect ion to i nd icate that the best resu l ts h i therto 
ach ieved - i n  the Central A frican Republ ic ,  where 7 5 %  of leprosy pat ien ts have 
bee n  discharged "disease arrested ,  or plac.ed on observa t ion w i tho u t  t reatment" ,  
or i n  Upper Vo lta , w here the figure is 60%-are d u e  to t he close cooperat ion  
be t ween the  loca l  Rao u l  Fol lereau Foundat ion and the respect ive M in is try of 
Heal th ,  and this i n  countries that are ,  inc iden tal ly ,  among the poorest i n  the 
world . Every year ,  the mem ber-associat ions distri b u te for the care and rehab i l i ta
t ion of leprosy sufferers over  1 0  m i 1 \ ion French francs ( the eq u ivale n t  of nearly 
£900,000 ) ,  which is the sum total  of a mul t i tude of  gi fts fro m  generous ord i nary 
fol k .  

The Raou l Fo1 \ereau Foundat ions,  however, are not  u n m i n d fu l  of  thei r  
supreme object ive ,  t o  wage " Raoul  Fo1 \ereau ' s  struggl e " ,  which i s  rea 1 \y  the 
"struggle aga inst  leprosy and against  al l  the ' leprosies' " -which are selfi shness,  
meanness, i n d i fference ,  and the rest - to upset the complacen cy of the wel l-off 
who, because they eat  3 t imes a day ,  i m agine tha t the rest of the world does too ; 
and to awaken i n  men ' s  hearts that  spark of love which wi l l  overcome 
self-cen t redness .

W i th these objec ts in m i n d ,  the Rao u l  Fo1 \ereau Fou ndat ions have spread all  
over the world the wri t i ngs and the message o f  Rao u l  Fol lereau ,  and in part icular 
the "Smal l  Book of Love" (Pe tit Livre d 'A mour) i n  wh ich we have brought 
toge ther the main l i nes of thought from his  books and h is  well-known lect u res .  
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We are proud that in the year 1973, when our Founder has celebrated his 70th 
birthday, the circulation of this little book has reached 5 million copies in 22 
languages. Copies, in the principal languages, may be obtained free of charge 
from: l'Association Française des Fondations Raoul Follereau, 42 rue Laugier, 
75017 Paris, France. 

1 ELEP-The European Federation 

of Anti-Ieprosy Associations 

PIERRE VAN DEN WJJNGAERT 

Founder Df "Les A mis du Pere Damien" alld General Secretary, ELEP, 
4 Rue Saint-Geoffroy, 4, F-80 Amiens, France 

Raoul Follereau, the Founder of World Leprosy Day, had for many years 
nurtured the hope that one day the various organizations having as their object 
the channelling of help for leprosy sufferers should present a united front within 
the framework of an international body. The Belgian association, "Les Amis du 
Pere Damien", gave him the opportunity of fulfilling this wish when it organized 
in Brussels on 20ctober, 1965, the first meeting of the European Associations 
engaged in the fight against leprosy. Raoul Follereau's idea met a real need, and 
less than a year later, on 25 September, 1966, the European Co-ordinating 
Committee of the Anti-Leprosy Associations came into being, adopting the name 
ELEP, ignifying "Europe (E) against leprosy (LEP)". At last, on 19 April, 1969, 
in Paris, ELEP was constituted as The European Federation of Anti-Leprosy 
Associa tions, which obtained legal recognition in France on 25 October, 1971. 
Raoul Follereau was elected Honorary Life-President. 

Today, ELEP brings together 20 national anti-Ieprosy associations, based in 14 
Western countries-12 in Europe and 2 in North America. Its field of action 
extends to some 600 centres in 75 countries, and to over 900,000 leprosy 
patients. The total of financiaI help provided by the Member-Organizations of 
ELEP amounted in 1972 to U.S. $7,237,996 (before devaluation) of which 
$3,135_791 went to 33 African countries, and $2,923,916 to 22 Asian countries; 
$534,045 was shared between 16 countries of Latin America the Pacific Islands 
and Europe; and $452,217 was devoted to research . ./ 

ELEP thus represents an important section of the voluntary agencies engaged in 
the world-wide anti-Ieprosy campaign. The internaI resources of countries in 
which leprosy is a problem are quite inadequate_ but they are helped in the 
organization of their anti-Ieprosy programmes by WHO, UNICEF, missionary 
societies, and numerous private agencies, national or foreign-based. Among the 
latter, ELEP is included; its Member-Organizations raise funds in countries not 
themselves facing a leprosy problem_ These funds, accompanied by material in 
kind and sometimes by expatriate staff, are despatched to countries where leprosy 
constitutes a problem. Therein lies a fact almost unique, namely, aid offered by 
voluntary organizations in Western countries to assist in the fight against a disease 
that ravages the countries of the Third World_ In the past, the heroic example of 
Father Damien and the no less remarkable example of Wellesley Bailey provided 
the inspiration; today we hear the voice of Raoul Follereau. 
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The very mul t i pl ic i ty of these ant i -leprosy assoc iat ions ,  and the fact that the ir  
work lay ove rseas ,  made i m perat ive some k ind o f  un ion that  would co-ord inate 
the i r  act iv i t ies  and increase the ir  usef! J ln ess, whi le at the  same t ime safeguard ing 
their ind iv idual  in terests by respect ing their autonomy . TI1 L I S ,  E L E P  has developed 
into an  age n cy fo r co-ord ina t ion  that  brings toge ther the M e m ber-Organiza t i o n s  
into a com mun i ty  of co-workers.  

TIle M ember-Organ i zat ions of E L E P  a re i n  esse nce work ing gro ups . TIl e various 
aspects of the an t i-leprosy programme -as much medical and scien t i fic  as social 
and humani tarian -are to be fou n d  among their  act ivi t ies .  These range from 
eradica t ion  programmes to the main tenance of le prosaria , tak ing within the ir  
scope ambulatory trea tmen t by mobi le  c ircuits ,  reconstruct ive surgery , physio
therapy , vocat ional  therapy ,  manufac t ur e  of orthopaedic foo t wear,  prosthesis
making,  health educa t ion , and pro fessi onal  and social rehabi l i t a t ion ,  as well as 
exten ding help to those v ict ims of  leprosy who are wi thout  resources, having been 
abandone d ,  or are su ffering from i rre mediable deformi ties .  On the other hand , 
members of E L E P  h ave agreed to devo te a sizeable proport ion of the ir  budget 
(ove r  5%) to the fi nanci ng of research projects .  The train ing of staff in leprosy is  
also one of  ELEP's p riori t ies .  The medico-social act iv i t ies  of  ELEP thus d i ffer 
d ist inct ly from those of W H O ,  to which E LEP neve rtheless may be regarded as 
complementary .  

n order to assure the fullest cooperat ion between partners who are  completely 
autonomous,  E L EP is  a co-ord ina t ing body ,  which collects  and collates 
informat i o n .  The Office takes i ts  cue in mat ters of general policy from the 
Medical  Commiss ion,  and maintains close contact with  Member-Organ i zat ions by 
regularly d is tribu t ing such documents as the following : 

( I )  Appl icat ions for assistance from cent res abroad,  together  wi th  their  Ann ual 
Reports ; (2) a l i s t  of such cen tres, class ified accord ing to a dec imal system by 
cou n t ry and somet imes by province ; ( 3 )  the Co-ord inated Budge t ,  whose object  is  
to avoid overlapping and to  ensure a more equ itable al location of reso u rces ; and 
(4)  an analyt ical summary of the d iverse act iv i t ies  of all a ided cen tres . 

Con tacts be tween the Member-Organizat ions of E LEP are constantly 
m ai n tained , s ince the i r  represen ta t ives have come to know each other and are now 
bound b y  strong t ies of friendsh i p .  The working sessions held tw ice a year bring 
them together to  d iscuss the budget ,  the aided projects  and programmes ,  and to 
examine certa in  organizat ional  and admin i strat ive problems.  I t  i s  here  that  ideas  
for combined operations are  developed , ' and temporary partnerships of  
Member-Organ izat ions for spec ifi c  projects  are  worked o u t .  When several 
associat ions a re help ing a single centre ,  they may agree that one of the partners 
assumes the role of "co-ord inator " .  Under th is  t i t le  i t  undertakes to obtain all the 
necessary information abou t  the act iv i t ies  of the  centre so as to co-ordi nate the 
financia l  hel p  accorded ,  and to  superv ise the execut ion of the agreed p rogramme , 
on behalf o f  the various partner-bodies and with the i r  agreeme n t .  This system of  
co-ordinat ion i s  sometimes e xtended to  the whole of a count ry . 

When a project  includes an important programme,  importan t i n  the sense of 
being financial ly costl y ,  an appeal i s  sometimes made to Member-Organiza t ions of 
E LEP to  partic i pate  i n  financing a Joint Project .  The ove ral l  responsib i l i ty  of 
organiz ing and supervis ing this kind of p roject  i s  en trusted to one of  the 
part i c i pat ing partners .  It  was along these l ines  that the Dhamapuri Project ,  in 
Tamil Nadu ( India ) ,  was financed  by seven associat ions ,  one of which assumed the 
role of Co-ordinator .  Some 40,000 leprosy pat ients  l ive in  the area of  this Project . 
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This co-ordina tion of the work of the Cen tres and the J o in t  Projects  const i tu te  a 
very defin i t e  success of the pol icy of E LEP.  

TIle Medica l  Comm ission has  fOr i t s  major task the e l abora t ion of the 
guide-l ines of the ant i l eprosy cam paign , and thus to determine the common 
medica l  pol icy of ELEP Members .  This  pol icy const i t u tes the inspira t ion o f  a l l  the 
co-o rd inat ing act iv i t ies of E LEP.  TIle Com mission comprises eminent leprologis ts  
and special ists wi th  long experience of  publ ic  hea l th problems in t ro pical 
cou ntries .  The Comm iss ion examines certa in importan t proj e c ts that are 
submitted to i t  by  Member-Organ izat ions ,  especial ly jo in t  projects and research 
program mes. The Commisss ion gives i ts  advice in  the l ight of the most recent 
medical and sc ien t i fic  knowledge of leprosy . From t ime to t ime i t  makes a s tudy 
of the leprosy s i tuat ion in a given coun try ,  and then g ives  i t s  opinion on one or 
other aspect of the appl icat ion of  general princ i ples,  already en unciated and 
accepted ,  to  the s i tuat ion in q uest ion .  I ts members are invited to take part , as 
medical advisers, in all the meet ings of E L EP. It is obvious that the M ed ical 
Co n mission plays a fundamen tal role within the heart of  E LEP. 

Th anks to the ever-i ncreasing part i cipat ion of the M ember-Organizat ions in its 
act iv i t ies ,  to the compe tence and jud icious opinions expressed by i t s  Med ical 
Commission ,  and to the fund of informat ion ava i lable thro ugh i ts  Co-ord inat ing 
Office ,  E LEP is moving more and more to ward s  a long-term planning of  i ts  
activi t ies ,  which today e mbrace pract ical ly one-third of those leprosy pat ients  
now under trea tment  throughout  the world and which in  the course of  the next  
few years will e xert  an even  greater impact  on the  world-wide campaign against 
leprosy.  




