
Editorial 

SCIENCE A N D  COMPASSION 

Both  these overworked word s are in danger of los ing the ir  l ustre and their  
precision . They have come to inc lude m uch that  is mere t r ic ious and un worthy , 
and not a l i t t l e  that  may be false and m is lead ing .  I n  leprosy they are good words 
st i l l .  And they toge ther shine forth in the pages of th is  and other issues of  
Leprosy Review. 

Th ough sc ience and com passion may at t i mes have been set in stark contrast ,  in  
a sor t  o f  uny ie ld ing polari t y ,  each  needs  the other  if  science is not  to  become 
i rredeemably mater ia l i s t ic  and i f  com passion is  not to degenerate  into se n t i ­
men tal ism . Science is often l ess than  scient i fic ,  and  i ts  brave ra t iona l  fac;:ade may  
conceal unsuspected depths  of  "h unches" and serend ip i ty . And  compassion - if  i t  
is t o  b e  true to i ts fi nest idea ls-m ust take cogn izance of  the n e w  knowledge if  i t  
is to use  i ts  reso urces arigh t .  I n  the l aboratory as in  the fi e ld .  in  the  pursu i t  of 
immunol ogical  understanding or the objec tive appraisal of  a d rug  tri a l ,  the 
scien ti fic  spir i t  of enq u i ry and the compassionate spir i t  of  serv ice are both 
needed . 

Over the years ,  of course, the proport ions  o f  the  scien t i fi c  and the 
compass ionate components  of the struggle aga inst  leprosy have varied within wide 
l imits .  Time was when i t  was rather here tica l  and m ed i cal ly im pert inent  even to 
suggest that leprosy shou l d ,  or could,  be regarded as a d isease , to be s tudied l ike  
any other d isease. The h u m anitarian movement ,  wh ich was the  expression of  the 
awaken i ng socia l  conscience of the West ,  at las t  embraced leprosy with in  i t s  
purview,  and the whol e wor ld  is indebted to the  Wellesley Baileys and the Fa ther 
Damiens of a century ago and subsequent ly .  This  was compassio n ,  dis interested 
compassion , of a h igh order.  At about the same t ime ,  ind ividua l  pioneers, l ike  
Hansen himsel f, were str iving to relate the ir soc ia l  concern to the i r  med ical  
k n owledge , and The M ission to Lepers of  I nd ia  was urging the state govern ments  
to create  model ins t i tut ions  for the  care of leprosy su fferers.  

Organizations that more overt ly  espoused the co mbinat ion of  com passion and 
sci en ce -such as the Brit ish Empire Leprosy Rel ief Associat ion and the Leonard 
Wood Memorial , wi th their fi l ials and successors-then ach ieved a widespread 
acceptance that has persisted . Bu t with the admission of  l eprosy i n to the halls of 
scient i fic respectabi l i ty ,  and particularly with the many sign ificant  advances now 
being made in immunopa thology and microbiology, compassion  is i n  danger 
of being sq ueezed out . Uneasy bedfe l lows at  t he best of t imes , they somet imes 
see m to be incompat ib le  and mutual ly i ncomprehensib le .  They don't speak 
the sam e  language or appeal to the same audiences.  I n  the recen t  I n ternat ional  
Congress at Bergen ,  despite  the sci n t i l lat ing d isplay o f  br i l liant  scien t i fic  
achievements ,  som e  part ic ipants  cou ld  not suppress the  suspic ion that  the  
ind ividual patie n t  i n  h i s  t iny vi llage "at  the  back of  beyond" was  i n  danger of 
being left out  in the cold . We need the science , we  desperate ly need more 
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k nowledge about  le prosy - for the ridd les and conu ndrums are st i l l  the re -bu t we 
do  a lso need the k i nd l iness and considerat ion for the patient  that  are the ha l l mark 
o f  good medica l  pract ice .  

I t  is perhaps here that the vo l u n tary agencies ca n p lay the i r  most  usefu l  rol e .  
Th is i s  certa in ly  n o t  to suggest e i ther  t h a t  they have a monopoly of  a l tru ist ic  
concern or that  they m ust eschew a l l  suggest ion of  invo lvement in  the scie n t i fic  
aspects  of  leprosy . I ndeed,  we may glad ly  pay tr ib�te on the one hand to the deep 
h u mani tar ian concern o f  many now engaged in leprosy research, and on the o ther 
hand to the  increasing support given by vo l u n tary agenc ies in such researc h .  
Complemen tary t o  the fine  work of  t h e  World Heal th  Organizat ion and U N I CEF , 
and the growing in terest  of governments,  the agenc ies whose act iv i t ies are 
described i n  th is  issue of Leprosy ReJiiew are not on ly  very m uch a l ive today , but  
al ive to the changing pat tern and needs  of  the  leprosy prob lem.  They can  
supplement  offic ia l  programmes,  and by the ir  flex ib i l i ty  and in i t i a t ive pl ace 
sign i ficant e m phasis at  strategic poi nts .  Th ey can a lso keep br ight the idea ls  of 
a l t ru is t ic  service for the  i nd ivid ua l  that  have never been more needecl than a t  
presen t ,  and in  the harsh sad  world o f  the sufferer from le prosy . 




