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Letter to the Editor 

A correct ion would  seem in order for a m isrepresen tat ion appearing on page 1 04,  
poin t  (8) ,  in  the presen ta t ion by A .  Rotbe rg, " Leprosy, the Word,  the Disease ," 
[ Lepr. Rev. ( 1 97 2 )  43 , 96- 1 0 5 1 . 

I n H awaii from 1 94 7  to 1 969 ,  the term " Hansen's Disease" was the l egal term 
for leprosy .  Coopera tion in the use of this term during that period seem s to have 
been as good as cou ld  reasonably be expected . Certainly the leprosy service and  
those connected wi th  i t  made a dist inct  practice of  using the  term " H ansen 's  
Disease" and the  habi t st i l l  p revails to a remarka ble extent .  

Dr Rotberg' s sweep ing conten tion that  " there is not  the slightest resem blance 
between the social ,  racial ,  cu l tura l ,  religious  and epidem iological condit ions of 
Braz i l  and the S tate" is a bit exaggerated .  However, his point  tha t the situation in 
Braz i l  is differen t in many respec ts  is perhaps wel l take n .  I ndeed, this i s  one 
reason t ha t  one wonders at the effort to change world-wide practice i n  order to  
achieve a social an d cul tural  change in  Braz i l .  

The official re turn to the  use  of the  term " leprosy" in Hawaii  was  not  in  any 
way due to "the existence of a determined opposition by at  least  one influential  
author" (Skinsnes,  1 966) ,  and Dr Rotberg clearly did not  make a reasonable 
"search o f  the l i terature "  o n  this poin t ,  as he implies .  The pamphlet referred to 
was sen t  to  him by me,  though not  requested . I n  the scores o f  columns wri t ten in 
the local  papers about leprosy sin ce I became resident  in Hawai i ,  there is not a 
word of "determined opposi t ion " or even casual comment  by me on the question 
of disease term inology . There is no wri t ing  by me in any Hawaiian publication on 
this matter .  

TIle changes respecting the control of leprosy in Hawaii ,  including the use of 
the word " lep rosy" resul ted from long hearings, carefu l  considera t io n ,  fu l l  
discussion and de l iberate recom mendat ions  m ade by an appo in ted "blue-ribbon" 
Cit izens Comm it tee composed, with one excep t ion ,  of long-t ime reside n ts of 
Hawaii ,  inc luding leprosy pat ien ts .  I appeared once before this com m ittee as an 
" expert witness" regarding l ibera lizat ion of ru les of leprosy con trol and t reatment  
and assured ly did not  make any "determined" or other  sort o f  p lea  regarding 
term inol ogy . N or w as  I then a member of that ' comm ittee,  having become a 
residen t  of thi s  state only the year before the comm ittee bega n its work, i . e .  in  
August ,  1 967 .  Al together 1 2  expert w itnesses or comm ittee membe rs were 
avai lable . M y  pamphlet ,  to which Dr Rotberg gives refere nce,  had at that t im e  no 
influe n t ial circulat ion in Hawaii that  I am aware of ,  though i t  was  c ircu lated to  
the  com mi t tee . The comm i t tee concluded,  with respect to the  matter  of 
term ino logy : " Final ly ,  the subst i tut ion of the term ' H ansen's  D isease' in  p lace of 
the word ' leprosy ' on ly in tensifies the problem it is supposed to e l im inate- a 
cen turies-old fear of the disease. The solution to this problem is p roper education 
of the m edical and lay com munity ,  not the subst itu t ion of an a llegedly innocuous 
euphem istic term . If ' leprosy' is such a bad word that it shou ld not  be used, it 
automatical ly fol lows that the disease is unspeakably dread ."  The opinion was 
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t ha t  the 22 years' experience in changing the disease nam e had done no sign i fica n t  
good .  No  o n e  crusaded for t h e  change .  

D r  Rotberg would have bee n m ore equ i tab le  h a d  h e  made reference to my 
three pu bl icat ions re lat ing to  the problem of leprosy opprobrium which appeared 
in  Leprosy Revie w ( 1 964, 3 5 ,  2 1 -3 5 ,  1 06- 1 22 , 1 7 5- I 8 I ), on whjch s tud ies the  
pamphlet  he refers to were based . The pamphlet , inc identa l ly . carries these 
re ferences,  and reprin ts were sen t to h im toge ther wi th  the pamphlet .  The 
pamphle t is not l ikely to be avai lable  to m an y  of your readers and the m il i eu  of 
Dr Rotberg's presentat ion leaves t he im pression that t hat  wri t ing is unsym pathetic 
to  the sufferi ng brought by leprosy and is  a "de term ined opposit ion" to t h e  
forces of good.  The study referred t o ,  on t h e  cont rary, w a s  a l o n g  and ex tensively 
researched  attempt to reach a rat iona l  rat her than an emot iona l  basis  of 
understand ing  for the opprobrium of leprosy. The effort was su bsequent ly  
re inforce d by a later s tudy ( li l t. J .  L epr. 1 9 70, 38,  294-307)  i n  which we n oted 
and documented the fac t  that there now begi ns to appear in popular Engl ish 
language l i terature the use of the term " H ansen's  Disease" in exact ly the  sam e  
con text  o f  opprobrium that we a l l  decry when assoc iated w i t h  the term 
" leprosy .  " 

I did concur with the th inking and act ion of the Cit izens' Com m i ttee in t h is 
matter,  though not  hav ing been  responsible for i t .  The ac t i on was of in terest to  
m e  in that it gave "experim enta l"  support to  m y  eva luat ion of the problem . 
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