
1 3 . The treatIllent of eytheIlla nodosuIll 
leprosuIll with B663 . A controlled study , by 
J .  H .  S .  PETTI T .  Int . J. Lep,' . ,  1 96 7 , 3 5 , 1 , 1 1 . 1 6 .  

The author has tried to establish a method whereby 
controlled investigations may be used to assess the 
value of a treatment in erythema nodosum leproSUln 
(ENL) .  He studied severe cases which needed a high 
dosage of anti . inflammatory hormones and found 
evidence that the riminophenazine derivative B663 ,  
in a dosage of  1 00 mgm . daily for 6 days a week over a 
period of 1 4  months, had no dramatic effect on the 
alleviation of ENL,  and that the cessation of sulphone 
therapy does not demonstrably 'speed the diminution 
of the reaction. The results are compared with those by 
Browne ( this Bulletin, 1 965 ,  v .  62, 42 1 ;  1 966,  v .  63 ,  
1 344) in Nigeria who was llsing 3 times the dosage given 
by the present author. 

J .  R .  Innes. 

The following 4 abstracts are reprinted, with permission , 
from T,·op.  Dis .  Bull . ,  1 96 7 ,  64,  1 0 :  

1 4 .  Vber filaIllento s - Illyzeliale Globi d e s  1I![yco 
bacterium leprae (Filamentous-mycelial globi in 
Mycobacterium leprae ) ,  by V .  APLA S .  Zentbl. 
Bakt. I .  O,·ig. ,  1 967 , 202, 4 , 4 9 7 - 502 .  

The author has examined a c utaneous lepromatouS 
lesion in frozen sections stained by his modification of 
prolonged staining with Giemsa. By this method 
extracellular globi of filamentous and mycelial forms,  
resembling actinomyces were demonstrated. These 
forms were shown to be non-acid-fast, were chromo
phobic and did not stain by the usual histological 
methods. They were demonstrable by prolonged 
G iemsa stain, b"y Sudan black, and in unstained 
sections could be shown as doubly refractive by 
polarized light . 

(This observation was made on a single patient. It 
would be interesting if it could be confirmed on a 
series of patients . )  

R.  L .  Vollum. 

Book 

1 5 . Blood groups and leprosy , b y  F.  M .  SALZA�O 

J.  Med. Genet . ,  1 96 7 , 4 ,  2 ,  1 02 -6 .  

This  is an analysis of published work, with some 50  
references . The author conclude3 that there is no  
indication 'of any differential susceptibility to leprosy 
or its form among the carriers of different ABO and Rh 
phenotypes . In relation to the ABO system the data 
are sufficiently numerous to rule out any important 
contribution of genes in this system to the variance 
in this attribute. Information concerning other systems 
i3 still too scarce and n eed not be considered here . '  

1 6 . Leprosy and A B O  blood group s ,  b y  G .  SINGH 

and D.  OJ HA . J. 1l1.ed. Genet . ,  1 96 7 , 4 , 2 , 1 0 7 - 8 .  

'ABO blood groups were studied i n  633  leprosy patients 
and compared with 2 ,583  controls. No relation between 
blood groups and susceptibility to disease was observed. 
Lepromatous and non-lepromatous groups of patients 
did not differ significantly as regards pattern of ABO 
blood groups . '  

1 7 . [Histological study o f  the derIlla i n  patients 
with leprosy during treatment ,] by K .  P. Popov 

and GIA - KuLE N NGUEN. Vest. Derm. Vener. , 1 96 7 ,  
4 1 , 5 , 2 7 - 30 .  (In Russian . )  

The English summary appended t o  the paper is as 
follows:-

'The authors examined 205 patients with leprosy, 
of whom 62 were over 7 years from the onset . Histologic 
changes in the derma after treatment with DDS,  
r imiphone, streptomycin, novocaine and penicil lin are 
described. As a result of treatment sclerosis of the 
derma is formed and leprous infiltrates are resolved, 
indeterminate leprosy yielding to treatment readily 
while lepromatous leprosy is more difficult to treat . '  

Review 
The Flowering vYiJderness , by WILFRE D H. RUSSELL, 

B . A . ,  88 page.3, 31 illustrations, publi3hed by The 
Leprosy Mission, 7 Bloomsbury Square, London, 
W . C . l . , price 3.3 . 
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'The Flowering "Yilderness ' ,  with a foreword by Sir 
lI.faurice Hallett, G . C . I . E . ,  R . C . S . I . ,  is a fascincting 
account of the growth and development of the Faizabad 
Leprosy Home and Hospital in India, from its formal 
opening in 1 93 8  to the celebration of its Silver Jubilee . 
It is recommended for careful reading about good 
work for leprosy . If Gandhi were alive today he would 
delight in this work and carefully read it . 




