
During a study of the factors affecting the multi­

plication of Mycobacterium lepraemurium in vitro it was 

fOlmd that limited multiplication could be obtained 

in a medium containing a muco-polysaccharide, 

galactomannan, at pH 8.4_  This substance was not 

metabolized but appeared to be necessary for the high 

viscosity which it produced and upon which growth 

depended. The necessity for the high alkalinity has not 

been explained. The physical properties of the medium 

appeared to be as important as its chemical constitution. 

The optimum concentration of sodium chloride in the 

medium was 2 .0%;  and growth was further enhanced 

when Torula minuta was added to the medimn, although 

In the presence of 2 .0% Na CI the torula cells were 

lysed. Organisms were inoculated into rats after 

4 and 8 weeks culture and produce:i lesions typica l  of 

murine leprosy. 

(From abstract by D .  S .  Ridley in Trap. Dis . Bull . ,  
1 966, 63, 1 0, 1 09 7 . )  

1 5 .  Vole Bacillus Vaccine as a n  Immunising 
Agent in Leprosy, by S. GHOSH and R . BOSE . 

Bull. Oalcutta School Trap. Med . ,  1965,  1 3 ,  4 ,  
Oct . ,  1 34-5 .  

The demonstration that an extract of vole bacillus 
gave skin reactions similar to those given by lepromin 
(this Bulletin, 1 965, v. 62, 1 004) suggested that vole 
bacillus might be used as a vaccine in leprosy. 
Accordingly 10 guinea-pigs were vaccinated to see if 
the vole bacillus caused conversion of their lepromin 
reactions; all the animals were lepromin and tuberculin 
negative before vaccination. One month after vac­
cination they were retested. Nine animals had becom e  
lepromin, but not tuberculin, positive (the 1 0th animal 
died) .  After a 2nd vaccination they gave strong 
lepromin reactions . Four unvaccinated control animals 
remained lepromin negative after repeated testing. 

The conclusion is drawn that vole vaccine might be a 
useful immunizing agent in leprosy. 

(From abstract by D.  S .  Ridley in Trap. Dis . Bull . ,  
1 966, 63,  1 0, 1 098. ) 
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Ten Fingers for God by DOROTHY CLARKE WILSON, 

247 pages, 16 illustrations, published by Hodder & 
� Stoughton Ltd . ,  Warwick Lane, London, E .C.4,  

2 1s .  net ( in U.K. ) .  Copies may be obtained from 
Friends of Vellore, Veil ore House, Claverley Villas, 
London, N .3 .  

This i s  a most valuable and ab30rbing book of 247 pages 
and is recommended for general perusal as well as for 
leprologists .  Dorothy Clarke Wilson gives ample 
examples of the human details and her work will be 
received with gratitude. This is the story of Paul 
Brand's quest to end the ravages of leprosy. As 
Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery at the Christian 
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Medical College and Hospital, Vellore, he first developed 
the operation which has restored usefulness and move­
ment to  hands hopelessly crippled by leprosy, and as 
Director of Surgery and Rehabilitation for the Leprosy 
Mission he has combined the teaching of orthopaecliu 
surgery with an intense programme of research and 
training in leprosy rehabilitation. This work, which 
began at Veil ore and the Schieffelin Leprosy Research 
Sanatorium, Karigiri, has spread throughout the world 
and thousands of sufferers from deformity are today 
finding new life and hope. The end papers give excellent 
maps of Vellore and in the text are 1 6  illustrations. This 
is a truly fascinating book and is highly recommended 
to all. 




