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and plastic surgery applied to leprosy is new and revolut ionary and 
highly beneficial, and this section on deformity in  leprosy is extremely 
valuable.  It is amazingly clear. The subject is ably advanced by E. W. 

PRICE, now in  Ethiopia, formerly orthopaedic specialist to E. Nigeria .  He  
deals with the care of  the feet, and has an  addendum by w .  F .  ROSS of Oji 
River Leprosarium,E. Nigeria, on the prevention of plantar ulcer. These 
papers are logically followed by physiotherapy, described by RUTH E. 

THEIN of Mandalay, Burma, and D. J .  WARD of Karigiri on footwear in 
leprosy and KAMALA V. NIMBKAR, founder-editor of the Journal of Re
habili tation in  Asia, on occupational therapy for the disease. 

The book swi tches back to prognosis and cri teria of discharge, by 
R. G. COCHRANE, and prevention of leprosy, by R. G. COCHRANE, and he is 
followed naturally by T. F. DAVEY on survey and follow-up work in leprosy, 
and c. M. ROSS, now of Alupe Research Centre in Kenya, on surveys and 
the control programme in  northern Nigeria, and R. G. COCH RANE, and 
CLAIRE M. VELLUT of Polambakkam on leprosy control in  Madras state in 
a rural area. The impact of the disease on society is studied next by 
DHARMENDRA who is Director of the Research I nstitute at Chingleput, 
and by R. G. COCHRANE. 

As if to complete and drive home all that has been learned, seven 
appendices close the book : ( I ) R: G. COCHRANE describes techniques of 
examination; ( 2 )  he gives hints how to record lesions diagrammatically; 
(3 ) D. S. RIDLEY of Tropical Diseases Hospital, London, describes bacterial 
indices; (4) R. G. COCHRANE guides on the preparation of lepromin and 
the reading of i ts results; (5) E. A. WHEELER of St .  John's Hospital, London, 
gives practical information on preparing biopsies from the skin for 
histological examination; (6 )  R. G. COCHRANE gives some customary 
prescriptions; ( 7 ) R. G. COCHRANE describes how to sterilize oily prepara
tions .  

The foreword by Sir G. McRobert should also be read at  the end, viz .,  
'In the past few years we have become less optimistic than in  the mid
fifties with regard to the possibil ity of obtaining complete cures from the 
sulphones . Relapses even occur with regular and prolonged administra
tion. Research must go on. New and better drugs can be sought .  New 
methods of inducing immunity must be found.  "Leprosy can be cured" 
must be changed to "leprosy must be cured".' 

This book is a landmark, a phenomenal achievement of world im
portance, which every leprosy worker must  possess .  I ndividual disagree
ment on this or that point  is i nevitable, but nothing can destroy the fact 
of the book for which we are extremely grateful  to the editors and their 
collaborators . 

The Fight Against Leprosy, by P ATRICK FEENY. This is published at 25S 
net by Elek Books, All Saints Street, London. It is a book of 191 pages 
with bibliography and 12 fascinating illustrations. It is a work of out
standing virtuosity on ancient  and modern leprosy, giving as it does a 
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balanced picture of the developmen t of this human disease and i ts arrival 
at a point  where by human action and will, it could be abolished . The 
au thor beyond doubt qualifies to become s traightway adopted as a 
leprologist, because his s tudies have been thorough, and his insight and 
sympathy are such as to be welcomed by the leprologist on the field.  
J OUBERT the French philospher said ' make truth lovely and do not try to 
arm her : mankind will be less inclinded to contend with her . '  PATR ICK 

FEENY has made truth lovely, and his book should be in  the hands of 
everybody. 

Besides making tru th lovely, the author has a sardonic and humorous 
touch which is very refreshing and makes the book most readable .  Every 
working leprologist wil l  agree with him that supersti tions and misconcep
tions about leprosy have been the chief obstacles to progress towards its 
human trea tment and eventual eradication, and when he hints that the 
supreme exemplar in  dealing with leprosy is our Lord, who without 
was ting time on disquisitions on its supposed dependence on sin, or on i ts 
supposed hyperinfectivi ty, acted in the most thoroughly practical (and at 
the same time spiritual) manner by healing the leprosy patient, and that 
without delay. This is the truth of leprosy at i ts loveliest, and every leprolo
gist strives to follow i t .  

The author traces the history of leprosy in  Africa, Egypt, Syria, I srael, 
Phoenicia, Persia, Greece and Rome, and i ts invasion of Europe and 
Britain, and the survival of the disease in  Norway and a few other 
European countries .  He describes the inspiring work of the 'father of 
leprology' (DANIE LSSEN) and of the great ARMAUER H ANSEN who first  dis
covered the bacillus .  The inspiration derived from them in Norway led 
on to enlightened measures for the control and eradication of the disease 
in recent times in Norway, which were successful .  

The specific ideas in  Chinese thought about leprosy included that  of 
causal ' l i ttle insects ' ,  which may be said to foreshadow the discovery by 
HANSEN of the bacil l i  in 1 874. 

The author reports on the unfortunate controversy between H ANSEN 

( for bacillary agency) and DANIE LSSEN (for heredity) . He well describes 
the heroic witness of Father Damien in Molokai from 1 873 to his death 
as a leprosy patient  in  1 93 1 , and the carrying on of his work by D UTTON 

and the Franciscan Sisters . The absorbing story is told of WELLESLEY 

BAILEY in  India, which led to the foundation of the Mission to Lepers, and 
of Sir Leonard Rogers who founded the British Leprosy Relief Association . 
Both these organizations have many years of fai thfu l  service behind them .  
The  International Leprosy Association arose in  1 934 from the  Leonard 
Wood Memorial .  The first international leprosy congress was held in  
Berl in in  1 897, and  the eighth was recently held in  Rio de Janeiro in  
September 1 963 . 

The author traces the great modern improvement in  therapy from the 
sulphone drug first  used in  Carville, USA, in 1 943 by JOHANSEN and 
FACET and describes the great part played in development of DDS ( the 
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now standard form of the su I  phone d rug) by COC H RANE,  LOWE, M U I R ,  

R Y R I E , DAVEY, MOLESWOR TH , and others . H e  reco u n ts the magn i ficen t 
journalistic achievement by a patient  at Carvi l le, STA N LEY STEI N ,  in  
edi t ing the  Star for many years, and describes h i s  advocacy of aboli tion of  
the words ' l eper' and ' leprosy' . The author describes the beneficial 
revolu tion brought about by PROFESSOR BRAND of Vel lore and his co
workers, by his introduction of systematic surgical thinking and practice 
p lus  physiotherapy and rehabil i tation, in to the regular care of the leprosy 
patient .  

I n  conclusion the author advocates the humanizing of public attitudes 
towards the leprosy patient, and the re-in tegration of the disease into the 
mai n stream of medicine by the doctors . 

3 .  Present to Heal, by WALTER FANCUTT, The Mission to Lepers, 7 Blooms
bury Square, London, W.C.  I ,  1 04 pp., 24 i l l u strations and 2 maps, 
3S I I d post free.  

This is a fascinating account of the work of the Mission in  Korea, which 
has cultura l  and historical background of 4,000 years . It is physical ly 
beautifu l  but has not escaped a considerable prevalence of leprosy amongst 
the population .  The foundations of modern leprosy work were laid i n  
1 907, and  the author recounts various steps in  the growth of  the campaign, 
and gives detai ls of present-day hospital  and clinical work. This work has 
high standards and is wide open to the influence of PROFESSOR PAUL BRAND 

in the surgical aspect, so that there are facili ties for reconstructive surgery 
in the Mission's  centre at Taegu . Korea leprosy patients have a far 
greater tendency to facial paralysis and eye diseases than patients i n  other 
parts of the world .  The author discusses the use of modern drugs, and 
DR. G .  WILSON of Taegu, reports that early cases can be cured with com
parative ease under modern drug therapy. Such cases are best available 
in dispensary work, but many leprosy patients pass through periods of 
depression and despair, especially those who come late, but even for them 
there is hope of arrest of the disease and function improvement of deformi
ties . The work has brought hope to all, and healing to very many, and 
the Church has grown and become rooted perhaps as a natural resul t  of 
the witness provided by the leprosy work. 




