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EDITORIAL 
1. Regeneration of Peripheral-Nerve Defects by r rradiated Homografts 

There is a letter by LEONARD MARMOR on th i s  subject i n  The 
Lancel, 1 st J u ne 1963, p. I 191, wh ich seems of cons iderable 
i m portance to those engaged i n  rehab i l i tat ion of leprosy pat ients. 
Homografts have not previous ly been successful  i n  man,  beca use 
they provoke such a severe i nflammatory response that the graft is 
red uced to a fibrous band. 

Work at present  i n  progress at the University of Cal ifornia at 
Los Angeles has resulted in  the successful  bridgi ng of la rge gaps in 
peripheral  nerves without the use of autografts. An i nflam matory 
response can be prevented by the use of ion i s ing radiat ions; and,  i n  
the prel i m i nary experiments to be descri bed here, h igh-energy 
electrons were used as the source of rad iat ion.  

MARMOR describes tech n ique and two i l l u st rat ive case reports i n  
wh ich encouraging resul ts  are given. 

2. Therapy of Leprosy 
In th i s  issue there are several papers wh ich add to and guide our  

knowledge of  th is  field of  leprosy. J draw attent ion to the  paper by 
DR. M. F. R. WATERS on what might be described as a balanced 
trial of MacrocycJon in leprosy. 

Also DR. TADASH I  H IRAKO and HOSAKU SAKURAI  pay attent ion 
chiefly to Sulfamethoxypyridazine. 

DR. LOGINOV and his co-workers have been i nterested in a 
derivative of d iphenylth iourea. This R uss ian work has been trans
lated and reprinted i n  Engl ish so as to make ava i lable th i s  i n terest ing 
work i n  therapy. 




