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" De Diffuse Lepra Van Lucio en Latapi" ( Di ffuse Leprosy of 
Lucio and Latap i )  is a valuable monograph of 250 pages by J .  H .  
FREN KEN of Rotterdam . There are many i l l ustrat ions .  The main text 
i s  in  the Dutch language but a summary i s  given in Engl ish on 
pp. 234-239. An excel lent bibl iography i s  given on pp. 240-248 .  This 
monograph careful ly systemat izes and records the present knowledge 
and opinions on the Lucio phenomenon .and is so important that we 
hope an Engl ish and a Span ish version can be issued . 

M eLLER-CHR l STENSEN, V. Bone Changes in Leprosy . 5 1  pp . ,  9 figs . 
and ] 6 pis .  (32 refs . )  1 96 1 . Copenhagen : M unksgaard, Denmark . 
(from Tropical Diseases Bu l let in) .  

This i s  i n  effect an extremely well i l l ustrated thes is  which estab
l ishes the d iagnostic point in leprosy that atrophy of the anterior 
nasal spine and loosening of the upper central  i ncisors are typical of 
leprosy.  This has been shown to apply not only to the 358 skeletons 
of mediaeval leprosy patients at Naestved in  Denmark, but also to 
modern leprosy all  over the world, where the changes in the nasal 
bones and teeth can be cl inical ly  detected, and furthermore are 
detectable at an early stage . The author also describes the accepted 
bony changes in the l imbs and small bones of the l imbs. In the plates 
I to IV the changes i n  the maxi l lary alveolar process, the anterior 
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nasal spine and the palate, are convincingly demonstrated in contrast 
with normal bones. There is no doubt that Dr. Meller-Christensen 
provides a means of making an early diagnosis in modem leprosy, 
because · the nasal-dental changes can be seen everywhere in early 
lepromatous leprosy. This thesis should be in everyone's hands. 




