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EDlTORIAL 

I.  Forthcoming 8th International Leprosy Congre ss

This is prel im i nary informat ion .  It is hoped that a ful ler pro
gramme wi l l  be issued later. I nternational Congresses of Leprology 
are usual ly held at in tervals of 5 years, under the auspices of the 
I nternational Leprosy Associat ion (President Dr .  H. W. Wade, 
Cul ion ,  Ph i l i ppi nes ; and General Secretary-Treasurer Dr.  J. R. I n nes, 
8 Portman Street, London W. I ,  England) ,  and usual ly  a government 
or country offers to be host . In this case the country is  B razi l ,  and the 
Congress wil l  be held in Rio de Jane iro 1 2-20th September 1 963, 
and a Nat ional Organiz ing Comm ittee (COCI L)  has been set up in 
Braz i l ,  of wh ich the President i s  Dr.  Fausto Castelo Branco, Servic;o 
Nacional de Lepra, Rua Sao Cristovao, 1 298, Rio de Janeiro-Estado 
da Guanabara , Bras i l .  No doubt the Brazi l ian authorit ies will be 
issuing the ir  official inv i tations to al l  countries, and in the meantime 
it should be noted that from the side of the Internat ional Leprosy 
Associat ion we should l i ke that everyone who i s  d irectly interested i n  
leprosy should al ready consider h imself or herself  invited to t he  8th 
Congress. We in  ] LA are most grateful to Brazi l  for their k ind 
i nvitat ion to hold the 8th Congress i n  Brazil and for the i r  invaluable 
collaborat ion,  and i t  is obvious that all leprosy workers and all 
i nterested in leprosy can make the best retu rn for their magn ificent 
invitat ion to hold the Congress in Brazil by determin ing  to atten d  
t h i s  Congress. ( I f  you are worried about w h o  i s  going to pay your 
fare please do not expect B razil  or  the I LA to do so, but approach 
your own governments and local o rgan isations!) The scientific plan 
of the 8th Congress is al ready in process of organization .  A l l  that can 
be said now is that the subject has been sect ioned into Round Tables 
and Panels. The chief d ifference between a Round Table and a Panel 
i s  that the members of the former wi l l  be expected to attend in Rio 
about a week before the date of the Congress, in order to d i scuss the ir  
subject " round the table" . Both Panels  and Round Tables will have 
to do a lot by correspondence . There is  bound to be l imitat ion on 
length and number of papers, proffered or  called-for, and the 
Chairmen of Panels and Round Tables will have a great deal of 
i nfluence on this ,  because after all they wil l  be the "captains" of a 
particular sh ip of the whole navy. The sectional subjects chosen are: 

Pathology and Experimental Transmission (Round Table) 

Borderl i ne and Indeterm inate Leprosy ( Round Table) 

Leprosy Reaction ( Panel) 

Therapy (Panel) 

Epidemiology and Control (Panel) 

Bacteriology and Immunology (Panel) 
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Ed ucat ional and Social Aspects (Panel )  

Physical Med ici ne and Rehabi l itat ion ( i nc lud ing Surgery and 
Vocat ional  Train ing) (Pane l )  

II. Report of  a Trial of  Etisul in Leprosy, by  Russian scientists 

We welcome very much a paper which we publ ish in th i s  issue 
pp. 222-239 by TORSUYEV, BOG UN, TORSUYEVA, CHERNYAVSKAYA and 
SOKOLOV. In thei r paper, after a ful l  study of the reports of previous 
authors ,  the present authors go on to describe the resu l ts  of their  
own experience with Et isul  i n  10 pat ients at the Upper Kuban 
Leprosari um and IO pat ients at the Rostov Leprosari um .  The authors 
report data wh ich convincingly ind icate the therapeutic effect iveness 
of Etisu l .  They conclude that Etisul i s  an act ive and wel l tolerated 
ant i- leprosy drug and that it i s  a val uable addit ion to therapy i n  
lepromatous leprosy. The  best effect i s  obtained i n  fresh or early 
leprosy. Inunctions of Et isul  whether 3 t imes or  6 t imes a week are 
equally effective, and the bac i l l i  d isappear from the nasal mucosa 
much more q u ick ly than from sk in  les ions.  They suggest that the 
d rug should be studied to assess i ts  effect iveness i n  repeated courses 
of t reatment.  

This  paper represents the first report in Leprosy Review, of a 
tr ial of th i s  new drug, Etisul ,  i n  the USS R. We congratulate the 
authors on their carefu l work and only hope that reports of trials 
elsewhere i n  thc Soviet Union will become avai lable to us. 

ill. Lepra Reaction and the General Adaptation Syndrome 

Another subject of very great interest and value at the present 
t ime is Lepra Reaction .  Dr. ERNEST MUIR has made a study of it i n  
relation t o  t h e  general adaptation syndrome and h i s  paper appears 
on pp. 240-251. He seeks to explain lepra react ion in its two forms of 
erythema nodosum leprosum and acute exacerbat ion,  by the general 
adaptat ion syndrome of S ELYE.  He th inks that lepra reaction does 
not appear as a uniform response to one agent but as a response to 
a large number of widely d iffer ing agents. He th inks that in acute 
exacerbation as compared with erythema nodosum leprosum the 
d ifference l ies in the success revealed by the latter in producing 
tolerance to certa in causes of stress, whereas in acute exacerbation 
there i s  a fai lure to do so.  He describes the cause of the appearance of 
erythema nodosum leprosum at the beginning of suI  phone t reatment 
and the effects of physical exercise, d iet and compl icating condit ions .  
He describes the prevention and treatment of lepra reaction with 
special reference to physical tra in ing and cortisone therapy. 

S .  G. BROWNE and E. M .  DAVIS: Also in  th i s  i ssue pp. 252-254 

report on a related matter, namely Reaction in Leprosy precipitated 
by Smal lpox Vaccination. 
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These authors found that patients suffering from lepromatous 
leprosy when exposed to smal lpox, seem to be more susceptible to 
smal l pox than those suffer ing from non-lepromatous leprosy, and 
those who succumb to sma l lpox tend to suffer  from lepra react ion ; 
also that lepromatous pat ients run a real r isk of developing a re
act ional condit ion as the result of smal lpox vaccinat ion, especial ly i f  
they have had reaction  previously. Th is  react ion i s  i n  general m ild 
and transient,  but patients who are already i n  reaction when they 
are vaccinated suffer a deteriorat ion.  




