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On  5 th  December, 1 959, Dr .  H an of the  M inistry of Health and  
Social Affa i rs of the  Republ ic of Korea opened The M ission to  
Lepers I n-pat ient U n i t  in t he  Kyungbuk Un ivers i ty Hospita l  
Compound . 

The purpose of th i s  4-bed un i t  was to supplement the work of the 
out-pat ient c l in ics begun in 1 957  by the Rev. C. M .  and M rs .  Lloyd 
and M iss G race Bennett ,  S . R . N. ,  by provid ing more spedial i sed care 
of patien ts wi th  lepra reactions and other compl ications. A further 
a im was to find out whether this would prove a sat isfactory method 
of meeting th i s  need ; and as far as possible to assess how great the 
need might be. 

The un i t  is part of the Govern ment General H ospital with i ts 
attached Med ical School and is thus  in a most strategic posit ion both 
medical ly and sp i ri t ua l ly .  The consu l tan t services of  al l departments 
are available as well as the fac i l i t ies of the operating theatre, the 
X-ray, cl in ical and surgical pathology, and pharmacy departments. 
The leprosy cen t re is, in  fact, a Leprosy Department of the General 
Hospital , and as such is treated l i ke any other department. 

Deta i l s  of the work undertaken in th i s  department during 1 960 
are as fol lows : 

Admission 

30 patients were admitted , two of whom were readmitted for 
other condi t ions than those treated on the fi rst occasion . 
Ages ranged from 1 7  to 59 years. 

Sex 

Of the 32 admission 24 were male, 8 female. 

Classification 

I ndeterm inate 
Borderline 

Bacillary Index 

2 
o 

Tuberculoid 
Lepromatous 

1 0  
20 

1 9  patients were negative, of whom 7 were classified as lepro
matous, 10 as tuberculoid and 2 indeterm inate. 
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Source 

9 patients were adm i tted from the Taegu Cl in ic, 1 6  from the 
mobi le cl i n ics and 5 from leprosy colon ies lack ing fac i l i t ies for the 
t reatment ind icated . 
Duration of stay varied from I to 63 days. The average stay for 
react ion cases was 33 days ; for those on whom operations were done 
for foot u lcerat ion i t  was 36. 1 days. 

Operations 

2 1  operat ions were performed . Two pat ients each had two 
operat ions ; one had th ree (and a fourth in 1 96 1 ) . 

Conditions for which patients were admitted 

React ion 5 J nj uries 
Anaem ia I Liver abscess 
Neur i t i s  . . .  2 Amputation forearm 
Nephrit is  . . .  1 J ncision finger 
Foot u lceration . . .  8 H epat i t i s  . . .  
Carc inoma 2 Ovarian cyst 
Hydrocele 2 Cataract . . . 

2 
I 

4 

25% of admiss ions were for conditions other than those d i rectly 
or  ind i rect ly due to leprosy. 

The operat ions performed on the 30 patients adm it ted were for 
other conditions than leprosy:-

( 1 )  Ovarian cystectomy. 
(2) Halstead's Mastectomy for carcinoma of breast. 
(3) Gastro-jej unostomy for inoperable carcinoma of the stomach .  
(4) H ydrocele sac excision. 
(5) H ydrocele sac excision with epid idymectomy and o rchidec

tomy. 
(6) Herniorraphy. 
(7) Laparotomy and drainage of l iver abscess. 

for complications of leprosy :-

( 1 )  (2) (3) Curettage of seq uestra i n  foot  u lcerat ion. 
(4) Metatarsectomy of 5th d igit .  
(5) Amputation of 1 st and 2nd d igits to the Navicular bone. 
(6) Transverse mid-metatarsal amputation . 
(7) Amputation of forearm for gangrene. 
(8) Ulnar nerve sheath stripping fo neuritis .  
(9) Eyebrow transplant. 

( 1 0  Secondary suture of wounds. 
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Ophthalmic operations:-

Cataract operat ions  on 4 patients. 

Results 

Reactions. A l though general measures were tried at  first, pyrexia 
did not respond unti l St ibophen was used . I ncl ud ing the patient who 
was admitted with anaemia, and who developed lepra reaction during 
h is  stay, haemoglobin val ues i n  4 of the 6 patients were below 65 %, 
and gave poor response to i ron therapy. 4 of the 6 patients were 
lepromatous .  

Acute Neuritis. One of the two patients was d i scharged after fi ve 
days, but con t inued to  have intermit tent neur i t i s .  The other pat ient  
had rel ief from pa in  for 3 months fol lowing the nerve sheath s tr ipping 
operat ion ; later the pain was much less than before the operat i on .  

Nephritis (Bright's d isease Type I I ) .  There was a satisfactory 
in i t ial response to t reatment, a lbuminur ia becoming min imal after 
26 days. A lbuminuria had d isappeared after five months. 

Foot ulceration . Six operat ions were done under spinal anaes
thesia .  One was cauterised and tr immed wi thout  an anaesthetic. I n  
three the results have so far been sati sfactory ; i n  two the results are 
not yet known. One i n  a woman who was pregnant healed without 
operat ion . 

I n  two pat ients the ulcers were over the lateral mal leol i ,  a 
common s i te due to the Korean habit  of s i t t ing cross-legged and 
unprotected on a hard, and often very hot floor. 

Carcinoma. The patient with carcinoma of the breast showed no 
s igns of metastases 10 months later, when she was admit ted for foot 
ulcerat ion. The pat ient wi th the inoperable carcinoma of the 
stomach d ied a month after a gastro-jej unostomy. 

Hydroce/e. In both pat ients the results appear satisfactory. 
One patien t  had had a herniorraphy without release of symptoms, 
so the hydrocele sac was excised together with diseased epididymis  
and test is .  This  patient had eyebrow transplants done, and was i n  
the  ward for 63 days. 

Injuries and burns. One pat ient was a girl of 1 7  with mul t iple 
burns on hands and legs. The other was a boy of 1 9  who had allowed 
a fel low-pat ient to remove not only the whole of his th ird finger, but  
a lso the metacarpal bone as wel l ,  the exposed wound be ing left to 
granulate. Secondary suture was performed to this and another 
smaller wound. 

Liver Abscess. This patient was admitted from the Roman 
Cathol ic leprosy colony about  20 miles away. A laparotomy was 
done fol lowed by dra inage of the abscess. 
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Amputation of the Forearm. This  patien t was adm itted from the 
Roman Catholic colony. Gangrene had developed and amputat ion 
of the forearm was u ndertaken . 

Incision of Finger. The pat ient  came 200 mi les with a cyanosed 
septic finger. Lateral incis ion relieved the pressu re and the finger 
recovered . 

Hepatitis. This  pat ient had jaundice and d im in i shed l iver funct ion,  
bot h of which retu rned to  normal . He  also developed psychot ic 
d istu rbances so has been put on DPT.  

Ovarian Cyst. Unfortunately there was such delay before the 
operation could be undertaken and the patient d ied under the  
anaesthet ic .  

Cataract. Extract ions were performed on four  pat ients .  One was 
successful in the patient who developed an inoperable carcinoma of 
the stomach . Two cases have not returned s i nce the operation . One 
was referred from a leprosy colony from wh ich no further report has 
been received. 

Comments 

The four-bed un i t  has met the need for wh ich i t  was planned ; 
i t  has proved that patients wi l l  come for in-patient treatment and 
that th i s  i s  a satisfactory way of meet ing the need . 

The total need is st ill difficult  to assess ; emergency t reatmen t was 
needed for some pat ients whom we could not admi t .  At the end of 
the year there was a wait ing l i st of 1 5  and only t hose in most urgent 
need could be admitted. Further the numbers attending the clinics 
are stead i ly i ncreas ing ; in addit ion it i s  found that the worst sufferers 
concentrate in  numerous smal l leprosy v i l lages from wh ich we needs 
must adm i t  pat ients for special care and �ttent ion. 

The growth of the out-pat ient cl in ics begun in  March 1 957  i s  
shown in the fol low ing figures :-

March 1 958 245 patients were t reated . 
March 1 959 4 1 3 " 
March 1 960 578 
Nov.  1 960 660 " 

Conclusions 

" 

" 

" " 

The co-operation of the Un iversi ty Hospital has made for success 
in th i s  experiment. It  is hoped that th i s  co-operation may cont i nue 
and make possible an expansion of the un i t  to 1 5-20 beds to help 
meet the need not only for the emergency treatment of out-pat ients, 
but also for reconstructive and plast i c  surgery. This work has not as 
yet been undertaken, but its importance i s  real ised especially for 
those pat ients who return home after attending cl inics. 
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The value o f  the centre for the training o f  medical students i s  also 
appreciated, as it is possible for them to learn to treat leprosy as 
another disease, and leprosy patients as any other patients but 

perhaps even more in need of personal interest, care and help. 




