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LETTE RS TO TH E E D ITO R 

I .  From Dr. R .  E. PFALTZGRAFF, of Garkida, Vola, N igeria, on 
A Practical Method of Mailing Small Biopsies: " Dr. Cochrane ha<; 
suggested I report this  new simple economical way of sending small 
biopsy specimens. Method: The biopsy i s  fixed by placing in a 

relatively large amount of whatever fixative solution is chosen, e.g .  
a small specimen less than I cm. in size, is  placed in  30 ml.  of fixative 
for 24 hours or  more. If passed through several solutions the tissue 
should remain in  the ultimate solution for 24 hours. Cut a finger off 
a discarded rubber glove, and house the piece of t issue in · that, and 
add 2 to 3 ml. of the fixative solution. Squeeze out all air and fix a 

rubber band round the neck of the glove finger, in order to seal off 
the package. Round the constricting rubber band wind 2" to 3"  

(5 to  7 .5 cm.)  of "Scotch tape" (equivalent  to  "sticking plaster" in 
English  usage). The little package is then affixed by sticking plaster 
to a suitable light card, and inserted with the covering letter into a 

regular a ir  mail envelope. If the card fits the envelope, there wi l l  be 
less chance of destructive movement inside the envelope during its 
travels. By keeping the weight of biopsy specimens in their envelopes 
less than t oz. (about 1 5  gm.), the use of air mail becomes a practical 
method of sending them about the world to desired laboratory 
destinations" . 

2. From R. RHODI;'S-JONES, ESQ. ,  F . I . M .L .T . ,  of the East African 
Leprosy Research Centre, on the Technique of Staining Leprosy 
Bacilli in Smears. He refers to the article by A. R. DAVISON on th i s  
subject i n  LEPROSY REVIEW 3 1 ,  4. He states that  Dr. Davison in  t hat 
article quoted from a letter from h im and that Dr. Davison had 
failed in  that article to notice that sl ides 1 -3 had faded, and i t  was 
for that reason Mr. Rhodes-Jones had to restain  them. Sl ides 4 to 6 
had not faded, so were not restained, though it would seem from 
Dr. Davison's article that  they were. In al l  the slides the bacill i  had 
stained blue, which masked the pale pink diphtheroids. This i s  the 
meaning of the term "masked".  

[ I n  t h i s  question of fading of stained specimens, w e  think a possible explana
tion is the effect of excess of light. I n  East Africa the intensity of natural radiation 
of ultraviolet light is 1 2  times that in Switzerland . To put it  another way, places 
in East Africa in one month may have the ultraviolet radiation of a whole year in 
Switzerland.  In a laboratory with plenty of windows. specimens placed even for 
l hour or 2 hours not too far away from a window. and perchance not covered. 

might well get into trouble even before staining ? Editor.] 

Anonymous or Unclassified Mycobacteria 

3. From H .  C. DE SOU ZA-ARA UJO, M.D . ,  DR. P. H . ,  of Instituto 
Oswaldo Cruz, Laboratory of Leprology, Rio de Janeiro, on the 
subject of Mycobacteria :  




