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L ETT E R S  TO T H E E D I TO R  

I NSTITUT PASTE U R ,  PA R I S  X V  

Dear S i r, 

Permi t  me to make some remarks about the article of Professor 
H .  C. de Souza-Araujo " Bacteriology of Rat Leprosy" wn ich 
appeared in the J u ly number of your esteemed journal (31 ,  3 ,  1 78 ) .  

The acid-alcohol-fast baci l l i  which th i s  author has cul t ivated 
certa in ly do not l i ve in symbiosis with the stra in of Stefansky bac i l l i  
obtai ned by the passage on rats of our laboratory. I n  fact, the les ions 
of the rats wh ich we send to the in vest igators who ask for them are 
always excised aseptical ly and very carefu l ly control led from the 
bacter iological point of view, in i noculat ing them on various media 
for cult ure. Thus a l l  poss ib i l ity of contamination of our stra in by 
other acid-alcohol-fast baci l l i  can be excluded. Besides, the very 
numerous attempts at cu l ture of the Stefansky baci l l u s  which we 
carry out regu larly from the lesions of rats i noculated with th i s  
stra in have never up  to now resu l ted i n  the appearance of a cu l ture of 
acid-alcohol-fast baci l l i  of any type. 

Moreover, at the Fifth I nternat ional Congress of M icrobiology at 
R io de Jane iro, 1 950, which 1 attended, Prof. de Souza-Araujo had 
not envisaged, at any t ime, t he possib i l ity of a baci l lary symbiosis , 
but on the contrary he affirmed that the cu l tures of the baci l l i  of 
Hansen and of Stefansky had succeeded. I n  the course of the 
discuss ion I said that I was persuaded that he was only dea l ing with 
para-tubercu lous baci l l i .  r have not changed my mind s ince then. 

If the acid-alcohol-fast baci l l i  cu l t ivated by Prof. de Souza
Araujo rea l ly  provide an example of a baci l lary symbiosis , and I 
rather doubt th is , th i s  find ing is pecu l iar to h i s  laboratory. 

THE EDITOR. 

Dear Sir, 

Dr. R .  CHAUSSINAND, 

LEPROSY SUBSIDIARY CENTRE, SITAMARfII, 
D IST. MUZAFFARPUR (BIHAR) , I NDIA. 

I invite your k i nd attent ion to the fol lowing facts :  recently 
"A Prel iminary Report on the Effect of D iamino-D ipheny l  Su lphone 
on Malaria i n  Northern N igeria", H .  M .  Archibald and C. M .  Ross, 
has been publ ished in Leprosy Re view, Apr. 1 960, p .  134, about the 
efficacy of D DS in malaria . I n  this connect ion I have to inform you 
that I also pointed out the efficacy of D DS i n  the control of malaria 
and its suppress ion. I mentioned this fact in one of my publications 
under the t i t le "Common Toxic Manifestat ions with Su lphone in 
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Course of Mass Therapy, with Broad M anagement of the J mportant  
A i lments", which was publ i shed i n  the Patna Journal of Medicine, 
December 1 958 .  This fact about D DS and its relat ionsh ip  to malaria 
was poi nted out under the capt ion "Comment" in  the end of the 
foregoing article, on observations made by me on several patients . 

Dr. P .N.  JHA 

Medical Officer in Charge 




