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EDITORIAL 

I. A Trial of BeG Vaccine as a Protection against Leprosy 
Drs. J .  A .  M cFadzea n and R. Bhag-.yan Singh have made a very 

i nterest i ng  trial on an i s land off M alaya in which the popu lat ion at 
1 957  was 7 , 369. Their paper appears in th i s  issue on page 1 45 .  There 
were i n terest ing findi ngs in t he preli m inary leprosy survey, in wh ich 
3 ,720 persons in t he age group 0-25 years were exam ined, in whom 
the i ncidence of leprosy was found to  be 19  per  t housand . Of persons 
wi thout  any c l in ical s igns of leprosy 3 ,649 were given the tubercu l in  
test and 3 ,222 were fou nd eligi ble for vacc inat ion wi th BeG,  and 
random groups of 1 ,648 were vacci nated and 1 , 574 left as controls .  
These groups are to  be observed over the next ten years, and a level 
of protect ion by the vaccine should be demonstrated to  the val ue of 
50 % or more. In the t ubercu l in  test i ng t he convers ion rate was found 
lower than expected and emphasises that m uch care must  be taken 
i n  hand l i ng the vacci ne, especial ly i n  the  t ropics, and that counts  for 
viabi l i ty  shou ld be made after the BeG has reached the consu mer .  
This BeG t ria l  i s  very promis ing and we expect t hat a usefu l  answer 
will eventually be su ppl ied on the efficiency of BeG as a prophylact ic 
aga inst leprosy. 

2. Plantar Ulcer in Leprosy 

M r. E. W. Price, F.R.C.S.E., has been provid ing a series of articles 
on this subject and the final one appears in this issue,  page 157 (t he 
others appeared i n  Leprosy Review, 30, 2, p .  98 ; 3, p. 1 80 ;  4, p. 242 ; 
and 31, 2, p. 97). Mr. Price has been th ink ing out  the causat ion and 
practical points  of care and t reatment . I n  this l ast paper he gets down 
to  detai l s  about  the management of plantar u lcerat ion and of infec
t ion  d ur ing the  course of it and of sk in loss and of the healed u lcera
t ion .  Successfu l t reatment depends a lot upon the plaster cast and 
su i table footwear and useful details are given about these. 

3 .  Deut sches Aussiitzigen-Hi/fswerk or German Leprosy Relief 
As sociation 

We welcome the foundat ion of th i s  associat ion and i t s  consider
able activities which have grown up in  s uch a short t ime .  A note wi l l  
be found about i t  i n  the Reports, page 2 1 9 . 

4. Lepromin Sensitivity 
Dr. J. A. Kin near Brown has been working for some time on the 

mult i  puncture depot lepromin test  and we draw attent ion to  h is  
paper i n  this  issue,  page 1 72 .  In addit ion to the more bas ic i nvestiga
t ion  of Drs. M cFadzean and Bhagwan Singh we welcome the 
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pract ical steps taken by Dr.  K i n near Brown to  show t hat t he mult i 
puncture met hod is an adeq uate method of applyi ng bot h BeG and 
the lepromin  an t igen .  

5 .  Bacteriology of Rat Leprosy and of Human Leprosy 

Our d is t ingu i shed colleague, Dr.  H .  C. de Souza-Araujo of 
Braz i l ,  has g iven an account  of his work in th i s  field which wil l  be 
found in th i s  issue on page 1 78 .  

6. Fading of M .  leprae in Sections 0/ Patients Treated with Etisul 

M r. R .  Rhodes-J ones has brought up t h is i n terest ing matter 
( h i s  paper i s  on page 200) .  Dr. D.  S .  R ID LEY has k i nd ly  commented 
on t he matter as follows : " M r. Rhodes-J ones has made an i nterest i ng  
observat ion and  T believe the  same phenomenon has been observed 
by Dr. T. F .  Davey, though r have no reference to any report on the 
subject .  My own experience of sect ions from Et isul t reated pat ients 
i s  lim i ted to  a few cases . None of these sect ions has shown any 
fad i ng, e i ther i n  the i ncubator  or duri ng subsequent  storage for s ix 
months .  This  m ight be due to  some unnot iced detail  of technique i n  
wh ich the two laboratories d iffer .  Anot her possible explanat ion ,  
however, i s  that  all  our  Et isul pat ients had received previous chemo
therapy ; baci l li were a l ready granular  and t hey were not apparent ly  
affected by Et isul" . 

DR.  T. F. DAVEY , C.B.E. comments as follows: 

"The fading  of baci l li in stai ned biopsy specimens has been a 
constan t  problem i n  recent years at Uzuakoli , but  appears t o have 
lacked any d is t i nct pattern .  I am afraid we attr ibuted i t  to some 
obscure loca l factor  of cl imate or work ing  condi t ions  wi thout under
tak ing any such analysis as M r. Rhodes-Jones describes . H is find
i ngs are of great i n terest and deserve further st udy. I t  i s  t rue that 
d ur ing recen t  years a majori ty of our biopsy specimens were derived 
from patients  rece iv ing Et isul ,  but our  problem was certa in ly not 
confined to  them, and was evident before work on Etisul began. 
A l t hough the poss ibi l i ty cannot be den ied t hat some specific factor 
may have operated i n  our Et isul specimens,  any effect i t  may have 
produced was masked by the  wider problem of fading encountered 
in specimens regardless of chemotherapy. We have not  found the 
problem of fading  to  be of such pract ical importance where routine 
smears are concerned. A lthough consecut i ve biopsies provide a 
very useful check on  progress, and are a necessary accompaniment  
to  cl i n ical t rials ,  th i s  experience i s  one of t he reasons why great 
i mportance in assess ing progress has been placed on the findings 
of mult iple smears, frequent ly repeated ." 
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Dr. R idley h imself has an i nteres t ing art icle in th i s  issue ( page (89 )  
on t he effect of chemotherapy i n  superficial t i ssues and i n  the ret iculo
endothel ial system .  The n u mber of baci l li in the ret iculo-endot helial 
system seems to decl i ne rapidly after 1 2  months'  t reatment  and to 
disappear long before those in the s k i n  or other superficial t issues 
and the ret iculo-endothel ial system seems the main s i te of destruct ion 
of bacil l i .  

7 .  Leprosy in Antigua 

Dr. K. H .  U ttley has g iven i n  h is  paper ( page 1 93 of th i s  issue) a 
valuable account  of the problem t here. I t  is i nteres t ing that he fi nds, 
contrary to  many voices raised recently against" t he idea, that leprosy 
i s  much more prevalent in a hot, humid cl imate than in a cold, dry 
one. Ant iguan leprosy at presen t  seems to be at the rate of 1 .4 per 
thousand. 




