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When 1 was medical officer at Schief'fe l in  Sanatori um,  Karagiri , 
I treated 45 lepromatous patients for acute lepra react ion in  three 
groups of 1 5  patients .  One group was kept as a control , and the others 
were put on potass ium ant imony tartrate or camoq uin ,  each pat ient 
being p laced in  one of the three groups by drawing lots. Only cases 
with fever, erythema nodosum,  or subcutaneous nodules were 
selected for the study. A l l  cases had been under treatment with DDS, 
su lphetrone, or th iosem icarbazone, and the blood had been exami ned 
for malaria. 

Thus in the potassi um  antimony tartrate group,  1 3  were on 
D DS, one on th iosemicarbazone, one on sulphetrone. In the 
camoquin  group,  e leven were on D DS, two on th iosemicarbazone, 
and two on sulphetrone. In t he control group,  1 4  were on D DS and 
one on thiosemicarbazone. 

In the potass ium antimony tartrate group,  th is  drug was given 
i ntravenously on alternate days, with an in it ial  dose of 0.02 gm . 
gradually i ncreasing to 0.05 gm.  I n  the camoqu in  group the i n itial 
dose was three tablets, then one tablet twice a day for fou r  days. 
Camoqu in  of Parke Davis & Co. , Ltd .  contains  0.25 gm. per tablet 
of amodiaquine hydrochloride. 

Results 

In the potassium antimony tartrate gr up the reaction subsided in 
five patients after four days, in  six patients after s ix  to eight days, 
in three patients after nine to twelve days, in one patient only after 
cortisone was used . 

In the camoquin group, four cases had subsidence of the reaction 
on the second day after camoquin was begun ,  fou r  cases after the 
third day of camoquin,  three cases after the fourth day, two cases 
after the fifth, and the remaining two cases did not respond to the 
camoquin after six days of i t  and potassium antimony tartrate was 
then used and the reaction subsided after four  days more .  

In the control group, i n  three patients the reaction subsided after 
four days, i n  s ix patients after five to eight days, and i n  the remain ing 
s ix  cases potassium antimony tartrate or cort i sone had eventual ly to 
be used to control the reaction . 
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Summary 

Camoquin is effect ive in the control of acute lepra reaction in  
lepromatous leprosy at an in it ial dosage of three tablets by mouth ,  
followed by two tablets da i ly  for four  days. I n  one case only the 
camoq uin  was given for six days and in that case it failed . In this and 
in  one other case in  which camoq u in  fai led, subsequent use of 
potassium antimony tartrate was successful .  

Compared with a group on potassium ant imony tartrate, 
camoq uin  achieves its effect in  less t ime.  In an untreated group,  n ine 
out of fifteen cases became free of the reaction spontaneously in 
four  to e ight days. 
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