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M.O. Female. Age 40. Z/ 1 79't. September 1 950, nod u la leproma , 
thighs and bu ttocks ulcerated . 1954, nerve reactions started . September 
1955 , L. U . , R . U .  and R .M.C.  injected 5 times each . November 1 95 5 ,  all 
better, but R . U .  has had a mild reaction since then . 

V.D. Male. Age 3 5 .  Z / 1 740. His nerve reactions subsided, but the 
hyalase gave him generalised pain and weakness for a day after each 
injection . He continued his course at his own request because of improve­
ment in the nerves . November 1955,  they have remained without pain 
for 5 months . 

O.E.  Male . Age 27. Z/2008. August 1 95 1 ,  severe infiltrated leproma 
U . s  and E . P . s .  + .  1 954, started ulnar reactions.  April 1955, had one 
hyalase injection in each ulna r. September 1955,  returned for two more , 
but owing to pain did not bother to come aagin . 

A.N. Male. Age 22. Z/2256. January 195 3 ,  extensive borderline 
macules with enlarged U . s  and E . P . s .  January 1955,  reported tender L . U . 
just behind epicondyle . August 1 95 5 ,  5 injections of hyalase . September 
195 5 ,  pain reported improved . November 1955,  thinks there is no real 
change for better or worse since the start of hyalase .  

Conclusion 
Though this is only a short trial, I am of the opinion that this 

treatment holds out better hope for those suffering from nerve 
reactions than any treatment so far used . Of course, it is not 
used in those cases in which caseation is suspected, as the probable 
result would be a spread of the area destroyed by caseation. 

TH E B L I N D  I N FECTED WITH LEPROSY I N  
JAPAN 

It is calculated that there are about 10 ,000 patients with 
leprosy in IS leprosaria in Japan, and that of these about 1 , 000 
are blind . However, both the number of those with leprosy and 
the proportion of those who are blind are diminishing. The leprous 
blind are doubly unfortunate, as in addition to being unable to 
read ordinary type, the anaesthesia of their fingers makes it 
impossible to read braille . However, a way out has been found by 
which they are able to read braille with their tongues or lips . 
Already (April , 1955)  there are 108 braille typists, 45 tongue 
readers and 5 lip-readers. Also 73 are able to read brai1le with 
their fingers . This new movement has brought a fresh incentive to 
live to many of the patients . There is reported to be more blind­
ness among those with leprosy in the nOlih of Japan than in the 
south, and this is considered to be because the greater cold in the 
north encourages the more severe ( lepromatous ) form of leprosy, 
the form which causes blindness. Two reasons are given for the 
fact that blindness among those with leprosy is diminishing :  ( I )  
treatment with Promin, and ( 2 )  many of those already blind 
perished in the war. 




