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disease. But patients vary in the dose they can tolerate, and 
particularly in the initial amount and the rate at which it can be 
increased. A few suffer from anaemia, anorexia and other com
plications, and these should perhaps be corrected before specific 
treatment is begun. Another small number appear, at least at 
first, to be intolerant of sulphones, and may with advantage be 
changed for a time to a course of thiosemicarbazone. 

A special category is also required for those who have 
developed or are in danger of developing secondary neural lesions 
of the limbs or face. The future of many patients depends on 

appropriate early attention to these conditions. 
(3) In a dreaded disease like leprosy much depends on a 

re liable prognosis, and patients should be divided according to 
their chance of recovery, the time required and the possibility of 
permanent sequelae . Here the clinical phenomena , the lepromin 
reaction, and the duration and advance of the lesions are the main 
determining factors. 

(4) Patients may also be grouped according to certain 
extraneOlis elements apart altogether from the disease itself. but 
which have an important bearing on the danger of spreading the 
disease. on the effectivene!s of treatment and on the chance of 
recovery. Among these are the patients ' social and economic cir
cumstances, whether they allow of sufficient nourishment, and 
whether there is freedom from anxiety about the family in the 
case of the breadwinner . There are also the character, mental 

attitude and intellectual capacity of the patient, upon all of which 
depend so much his whole-hearted co-operation, so essential during 
the prolonged period of treatment . 

(5) Lastly, there is the division of leprosy from the research 
point of view. This may to a certain extent include all the above 
divisions, but also takes cognisance of pathological , biochemical, 
serological and other matters which, though important for the 
increase of our knowledge of leprosy, are of less direct significance 

in dealing with the individual patient. 
Whether leprologists agree to be content with the Madrid 

Congress classification, or decide to amend it further, the above 
practical divisions should not be lost sight of. Particularly they 
should be kept in view in assessing the value of new drugs in the' 

treatment of leprosy . 

CORRECTION 
At the foot of page 37 of the last issue . " yield more readily 

to treatment than II should read: II yield as readily to treatment as." 




