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The effect of INH(23) in producing metaplasia, destruction of 
bacilli, and epithelioid and giant cell formation, may be contrasted 
with the results of sulphone treatment in lepromatous leprosy. 
Does something. of this nature occur when th.e border-line type 
heals up promptly under treatment? 

The effect of surface-wetting agents(24) in ex.perimental tuber­
culosis opens up new possibilities . Leprosy workers in search of 
more effective forms of treatment will watch with interest for 
further results . 

* * * * 

In the British Medical Journal ( Nov . 5, 1955, p .  I I06 ) certain 
substitutes for B .c'G . are mentioned . Among these is Salvioli's 
" V . D . S . "  diffusing vaccine which consists of a mixture of heat­
killed human and bovine tubercle bacilli with hyaluronidase added 
to it. This has been used extensively in Italy where it is found 
that the hyaluronidase produces in the dead bacilli a migratory 
property characteristic of living organisms, and indeed produces 
lesions in the regional lymph nodes that are not seen when dead 
bacilli are used alone.  I t  may be worth while testing this vaccine 
as to its power to tum a negative into a positive lepromin reaction . 
If it has this effect to the same degree as B .C . G . ,  further tests 
would be called for to determine its possible use in the prophylaxis 
of leprosy. There would appear to be less risk with a dead than 
a living vaccine. Also there would be additional advantage in 
primitive field conditions, far from adequate laboratory faciHties. 
where it is difficult to maintain living cultures . 
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This is just to hand.  During the year 783 new patients with 
leprosy presented themselves , making a total of 12 ,484 recorded 
since leprosy control began in 1929 . There are 974 patients in 
segregation in the Abu Zaabal (637 ) and Amira (284) colonies and 
in annexes to the five clinics. Hydnocarpus oil was still the majn 
treatment , but a beginning was being made with " Sulfa 
compounds . ' 
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