
1 44 LEPROSY REV IEW 
2 .  The Committee recommends that B.C.G. vaccination be 

introduced in the prophylaxis campaigns. It also recommends 
that adequate studies be carried out, under the most varied con­
ditions, to determine the exact value of this measure and of the 
induction of lepromin reactivity by B . C . G . It would be of value 
to compare the possible differences of the protective effect of B . C . G. 
vaccination among contacts who are removed from infectious 
environments and among those who are not separated . 

3 .  The Committee recommends that the public health services 
of the different comitries send , periodically, to the World Health 
Organization information concerning the prevalence of leprosy. 
The Committee reaffirms that leprosy belongs to the group of 
infectious and contagious diseases , and that consequently definite 
measures of control should be employed when dealing with it . 

4. The Committee, having in mind the advances made with 
the new medications, recommends the revision of existing legislation 
in the different countries . This should comprise the modern basis 
of control and social assistance, as set forth above .  

5 .  I t  is recommended that the children of leprosy patients 
separated immediately after birth should , by preference ,  be placed 
with families , or institutions,  public or private, which are designed 
for the protection of infants in general , and not in preventoria for 
leprosy contacts . 

SOCIAL ASPECTS* 

PREAMBL E  

For many years it has been increasingly recognized that the 
psychological factors involved in any disease , and especially in 
a chronic one, are of importance in the treatment of the patient. 
This is especially true with leprosy , an ailment which for centuries 
has been feared and abhorred. 

This Committee considers it important that the Congress , while 
recognizing the difficulty of making detailed recommendations 
because of the widely divergent conditions existing in different 
countries, shall approve-in general terms-remedies for those 
factors which plan an important part in the emotional state of the 
leprous patient . Is it not, after all , prejudice-growing out of 
ignorance of the true nature of the disease on the part of the patients, 
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family, friends and neighbours-which causes him to be feared and 
shunned, and which thus most deeply disturbs his state of mind ? 
And this same state of mind causes him, far too often,  to hide his 
identity behind a false name, even when his own is an honourable 
and respected one, and even to fear to present himself for treatment . 

R EPORT 

1 .  The Committee approves the action at the Havana Congress 
with regard to the words " leper " and " leprosy. " ( See 
Addendum. )  

2 .  The Committee recommends that the Sixth International 
Congress applaud and encourage efforts now being made for the 
rehabilitation of the patient with leprosy, and in particular the 
programme of education for laymen and physicians in regard to the 
disease . 

3 .  The Committee regards gainful work as of primary 
importance in the treatment and rehabilitation of patients with 
leprosy. In each country, choice of occupations must be made 
according to local circumstances . Governments and private 
institutions are urged to make every effort to guarantee work to 
patients discharged from institutions, in compliance with local pub­
lic health regulations .  Vocational training should be provided for 
those patients needing it . 

4 . The Committee recommends that there be as little inter­
ference as possible with the normal lives and usual occupations of 
leprosy patients certified by leprologists as non-contagious , in so 
far as this is consistent with local public health regulations and the 
patients ' own medical well-being. 

5 .  The Committee recommends approval and encouragement 
of the provisions of governmental assistance for the support of the 
dependent families of patients isolated, or otherwise disabled because 
of leprosy. 

6 .  The Committee approves the care of patients with dis­
abilities or permanent deformities in special institutions, so that the 
atmosphere among patients who are not so disabled or deformed 
will not have an unfavourable influence . 

7. Private institutions for social relief, and those institutions 
which are collaborating with the governments to prevent, cure or 
control leprosy , should receive as much assistance from their govern­
ments as is consistent with complete freedom of action within the 
framework of the public health laws of the country. 

8. The Committee recommends that existing laws in all 



1 46 LEPROSY REV I EW 
countries be brou,ght up to date and raised to the same level as the 
modern concepts that are the basis of our present prophylactic 
campaign . 

ADDENDUM 

With regard to paragraph I of the above report, the decisions 
of the Havana Congress on the words " leper " and " leprosy " 
were, briefly : 

That the use of the term " leper " be abandoned in favour 
of " leprosy patient " (or the like) ; that the use of any such term, 
in any language, to which unpleasant associations are attached 
should be discouraged ; but that " the term ' leprosy ' should be 
retained as the scientific designation for the disease . "  

NOTES O N  SOME PAPERS PRESENTED 
AT THE MA D R I D  CONGRESS 

It i s  impossible to  deal satisfactorily with the 200 odd papers 
presented ,  for the proceedings of the Congress are not yet published , 
and the full text of the papers is not available . The abstracts of 
papers presented at Madrid , were mostly not written in English , 
two-thirds being either in Spanish or Portuguese .  The full papers 
and abstracts, when they become available, will mostly be in 
languages other than English . In spite of the difficulties, an 
attempt to present in broad outline the main points of these papers 
in the English language appears justified . 

Fortunately, Dr. ] .  Ross Innes has, with what must have been 
vast labour, translated into English a very large number of the 
available abstracts and sent them to this office for possible pub­
lication . The editor has got a few more translations made of 
abstracts not included in the manuscript of Dr. Ross Innes . As 
the result we have available English abstracts of some 200 papers 
presented at Madrid .  (Of a few papers,  however, no abstract of 
any kind is available . )  

In the present notes it is proposed to make some general view 
0'£ this mass of material, and to mention briefly many of the papers . 
The editor has noticed especially those papers that interested him, 
sometimes because they reported matters quite new to him, some­
times because they tended to confirm his views, and sometimes 
because they went quite contrary to his views, sometimes contrary 
to views generally accepted . 




