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_ I . Wash i n  water. 

5 . Sla i n for 1 5 - 20 I l l i n u les i n  Z i e h l Neelse n ' s  carbol fuchs i n  at  fOOI l l  
temperat u re .  

6 .  Deco l o u r i z e  for 1 - 2  I l l i n u tes t o  a fa i n t  p i n k  c o l o u r  w i th J CC .  con cen 
lra ted h y d roc h l oric ac id in 99 c c .  70 % a lcoho l .  

7 .  Wash i n  tap water . 
8 .  Cou n ter sta i n  with Mayer ' s  a l u m  haematoxy l i n  for 2-3 m i n u tes or ,  

a l ternati v e l y ,  w i t h  G u rr ' s  a q u e o u s  m ethylen e b l u e  ( I  % ) ! to I m i n u te .  
9 .  Wash i n  tap water t i l l  b l u e . 

J O . Deco l o u rize w i t h  a bove acid alcohol if n ecessary ( few seconds ) . 

J I .  B l o t  w i t h  f ilter paper and kep i n  i n c u bator at 37 °C. over n i ght . 

\. 2 . M o u n t  in c larite or s i m i lar  syntheti c  med i um . 

The Fite-Faraco method for staining M .  leprae in sections wil l  
be found most useful ,  as this technique enables baci l l i  to be de
tected even when they are only to be found in the small sub
cutaneous nerves in the corium . Those who are desirous o f  taking 

material for biopsies, and have no  facil ities for section work , or 
for studying the material , may send material to the Medical Secre
tary of the Association , who will have the necessary blocks pre

pared,  sections cut , and send a detailed report . It is hoped that 
material will be sent from institutions in Africa and elsewhere , so 

that ultimately co-operation may be sought with the Leonard Wood 
Memorial Foundation under their plan for the establishment of a 
Registry of Pathology in Washington . 

A MET HOD OF PREPARING SULPI-IETl�ONE CRYSTALS 

Take 29 drachms of sulphetrone crystals, and 8 oz .  of distilled 
water ( if this is not available freshly collected rain water ) . To 
this is added 0.5 per cent phenol . Stir well ,  dissolving the whole 

of the sulphetrone crystals .  Pour the resultant fluid into a 
calibrated flask or j ug ,  in which the 8 oz .  level is accurately 

marked . Boi l  for 30 mins . and then add freshly prepared distilled 
or rain water which has been previously sterilis�d by boiling, to 

make up to the 8 oz . mark . ' 

If an autoclave is available, the methcd of preparation is as 
follows :-

Take the required amount of sulphetrone crystals and dissolve 
them in disti l led water to make a 50 per cent solution . Filter the 
resultant fluid through a Whatman ' s  filter paper,  and add pure 
carbolic acid to the extent of 0 . 5  per cent . Place the solution in 
a 500 c . c .  blood transfusion or other suitable bottle ,  fitted with 
a screw cap and rubber diaphragm. Screw the cap lightly and 
autoclave at IS lbs . pressure ( 120° ) .  Allow to cool and screw 
cap of bottle down tightly . The solution is now ready for use . 




