
g en 2 r a l  conc l usion being thal  endemic leprosy can become 
epidemic . 

South Afr,can Leprosy L:lws alld Contrai Pol,c)', by P .  D .  W inter . 
T h e  author su mmarises as fol lows :-

" Lep rosy le g i s i a t i o n  i n  the  U n i o n  oi So u t h  AI r ica c o n s i sis o f  él. serics 
o [  a n t i q u a t e d  p rov i n c i a l  o r di n a n c es ad m i n i stered by t il(' cen tra l  govern 
men t .  These l a w s  s h o u l t l  UC c o n si d cred a n d  u r o u g h t  up to date . Le[lrosy 
c o n trol  pract ices  in o l h e r  c o u n tr i c s  a l i i n t l i c a t c  acccpta n c e  o f  lhe c o n c C' p t  
of th e 1011' c om m u n i ca lJi l i t y  o i  t h e  d isease ; l h c y  vary Irom n o  c o n lrol  
w halsoevcr i n  E n g lalld _ant i  J l o l la n tl lo segrega t i o n  w i t h  per iodic  gra n t i n g  
o i  lea\ 'e i n  A m er ic a . S O l l t h  . \ Ir ica sta n d s  a lo n e  i n  i ts p o l i c y  o I  i n d i � 
c r i m i nate a n d  c o m plele segrega tion , a n d  i t  i s  c o n l e n dC'd t h a t  i n  s u i t a i J l c  
c ases c o n cessi o n s  c O l l l d  i Je m a d e  p ro \ ' i d e d  i n c reascd � u rvei l l ancc \V e re 
p rac l ised . 1I 1 o ra l l y t h e  o n u s  is u p o n  t h e  m e d i c a i  a l l t ho r i t ics to prove 
t l a n ge r  t o  lhe c o m m u n i ty i JeIore req u i r i n g sC'grega t i o n . T h e  psycho l o g i c a l 
a n ti soc i a l  i m p l ic a l io n s o (  t o t a l  s e gregat i o n  a r e  form i tl a b l e , b u t  n o l  a l ll 'ays 
a p p a re n t  !ro m � l a c k s  o f  f i l e s .  A u v a n tages lo be t leri v c d  from l t 'ss r i g i d  
segrega tion a r e ,  a m o n g  o t hers , dec reased h i d i n g  of c a ses a n d  e a r l y  see k i n g  
oI t reatme n t  \\· i t h  i n c reaset l c h a n c e s  o (  rec o v e r y  u n de r  s ll l ]J h o n e  t r ea t m e n l .  
P u b l i c  o p i n i o n , i f  a ga i n s t  s ll c h  a c h a n ge ,  s ho u l d  b e  e d u c a ted syslematic
a l l y .  Even i n  l h e  minds oI medicai  prac t i t ioncrs  i t  is  high t i m e  t h a t  t h e  
s u pposed leprosy o f  l h e  B i b le to c l ea r l y  separated I r u m  t h e  ac t u a l  leprosy 
oi loday . "  

Leprosy In /he Oll/ -Patimt Depar/ Jll ent, by N .  D .  Fraser .  Thc 
author gives a genera l account of the methods h e  uses in the c l inics 
s uperv ised by the  Swabue H ospital and aS30ciated c linics . 

CO R R E S P O N D EN C I � .  

To TH E EDITO R O F  Lepras)' L<.eview. 
SIR, 

20th Februa ry , 1 95 1 . 

I t  has been questioned for a l ong t ime , but more ,  recent ly ,  

whether the widespread but unproved assertion that neural  or  non

l epromatous leprosy is non-infective ,  is  true . T he i l luminating , if  

d isquiet ing , article by D r .  A. R. Davidson o f  Pretoria is a case 

in point-in which he says " the baci l ! i  w i l !  be found with a 

frequency d irec t ly in proport ion to the energy expended in looking 

for them . " He stresses the potent ia l infectiveness of  neura l  cases 

fOlmer ly negative-" The totaIs of those who have eithei become 

lepromatous,  or have shown baci l l i  are 75 . 7  per cent females, and 

62 . 3  males . "  
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Fro m my o \V n  exp r ience anel observafio n ,  I ert a i n ly share 

in h is o p i n i on o f  th e i n fect iveness cif n e u ra l  leprosy . I n  th is  Co l o ny , 
t h ere have been many n e u ra l  parents with neura l  ch i l e l re n ,  bro t hers 
a n el sisters , anel several h usbanels a nel wives . T hese have no el o u bt 
\Vh e re they got the i n fect i o n  ( anel they i n c l u de the educated a n el 
i n t e l l igent sec t ion ) a l tho ugh there is no pos i t i ve p ro o f ,  and state 
that th ere was no contact with another type of leprosy . I t  i3 too 
m uch to be l ieve that  al i  t h ese are wrong, j ust  as i t  is too much to  
be l ieve that  a l i  those who suggest contact  with an  u n known lepro
matous stranger , are r igh t . T he s imple A frican wi l l  ins t inct ive ly  
keep h i s  d is tance from such cases . T h ere are pa t i e n ts h ere w h o  

have b e e n  d ischarged negat i ve , who ha ve a l ways been n egat i ve , 
a n d  \\' h o ,  a f ter  some years , have ret u rneel , a n d  been fo u n el 
pos i t ive . 

I n  a survey o f  a t ribe in th is  ne�ghbourhooel some years a go ,  

i t was bunel that ,  o f  several  thousand persons exa m in ed ,  on ly 5 

p e r  cent  were lepromato us ,  anel the amo unt of leprosy \Vas 7 per 

cent  of  t h e  entire  pop u lat ion surv eyed . I t  is diffi c u l t  to credit  

that a l I  these acq uired the d isease from a rela t ive ly tew pos i t i ve 

cases . A l epromatous mother has a l epromatous c h i l d .  T h a t  w e  
know . C a n  a lepromat o us mother i n fect her chi l d  w i t h ,  II hat  i n  

so mary r espec t s ,  i s  a d i fferent clisease ? W h e n  yo u ha v e obvio usly 

act ive ,  v i ru l e n t ,  erythem a tous , anel spread i ng or  m u l t ip lying skin 

lesions,  \Vho can confiden tly procla im that such cases are non

i n fect ive ? 

I f  this \Vere only an acaelemic con tro ver:;y , i t  \V o u l cl  mattcr 

l itt le ; but it makes a profound difference to the h uman being 

t orm er ly known as " the l eper . " Those responsible for anti

leprosy schemes with l imi teel resources are on ly too ready to accep t 

t h e  v iew tha t n e ura l leprosy is of m inor i mp ortan ce to be treateel 

w i t h  casualness, if not  with i ncl i fference . l t  has been open ly pro
c l a imed i n  the press of this  country , that  ne ural  l ep rosy i:; non

i n fect ive ; that pa t ients can stay in  their  own h omes and come for 

treatment  to o u t-pa t i en t el ispensar ies . T h i s , many wil l  do, i f  nor  

otherwise engaged-many \ViU not . And i t  is unfortunate that  a n  

e X C U 3 e  has  been pu t  i nto the  mouths o f  pat i ents o f  a n y  c lass accusecl 
of ha l' i ng the cl isea:;e. A nyone of them can now say " I am not 

i n fec t i"e ,  anel a m  n o  clanger to o thers . " 

I n  th is  C o lony , t here are res iel e n t  roughly 800 lepromato us 

pa t ien ts and 2 , 700 n e u ra l or tu be rc u lo id . 2 , 000 of the latter,  

apart from the sma l l  c h i l dren , are a ble to 1I'0rk . The remaining 

700 have anaemia , deb i l ity trom various ca uses,  uIcers and cle
form it ies .  I t  i s  th is class-t he 700 neural  c ases-tha t  b y  far the 
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greater  amount o E  deaths o c u r o I t  is these , w i t h  t h e  d a i l y  treat

ment  o f  u l cers ,  provision of extra d ru gs ,  d ress ings ,  food a n e l  

n u rs ing,  t h a t  c l a i m  t h e  grea test a m o u n t  o f  o ur t i m e  a n d  atten t ion , 

a n d  a re the greater ex pense . We frequently do this  for m o n t h s ,  

or Y t a r s ,  k n ow ing f u l l we l l  that  t h e  case ' w i l l  be l o s t  i n  t h e  enel . 

I t  is somewhat of a shock to be tolel that  such cases " neeel not  be 
ael mitted . ' , 

To say that only lepromatous cases should be helpeel a n d  

supported , t h a t  they alone sho u l d  b e  a d m itted t o  fu l l y  orga n isecl 

l eprosa ria i s-in my j uclgment--a retrograde step , satisfying neither  

lhe patients , the  public , nor  the medicai  staff .  The A f r ican ma)'  

n ot know m u c h  abo u t  the  classificat ion o r  the bacter io l ogy o f  t h e  

a i lmen t .  To h i m ,  a l eper is a l e p e r  a n d , m o r e  t h a n  any of  u s ,  

h e  k n o ws the elfecls o f  the disease, k n o w n  Joca l l y  a s  " Akpamfi a  " 

-l itera l ly " The white death . "  

To regarei neural cases as non- in fec t ive , a n d  to adopt a po licy 

based on that assu mption is ,  i n  my op in ion , to build on a founela

t ion which is  unstable, and w i l l  not stand the test of t ime . With 

many years '  experienee i n  the treatment o f  thousands o f  pat ients ,  

I have a lways eonsidered leprosy o f  whatever cl assification a 

serious disease . either actual  o r  potent ia l ,  ancl I s ubm i t that  s u e  h 

medicai  care a n el treatment as can be given to out-pat ien ts  ( when 

they come)  is total ly  inaelequa te . But it  makes everyth i n g ,  

re lative ly , so c heap-and i t  is so eonven ien t , to eo nsider neura l  

case::; as n on-infective . They ean stay in their  own homes without 

being a elanger to hea1thy persons-and at their own expense ; the 

babies can , with perfeet safety , be n u rsed by neural mothers

most convenient i t  is, but there are good reasons to fear that ii.  is 

j ust not /rue. 
I am ,  

Yours fa i thfu l ly ,  

TH E LE P E R  COLONY, lTu . A .  B .  MACDONA LD, 
CALABAR PROVINCE ,  Slipel'in/endent . 

NIGE R I A .  

T o  THE EDI TOR, LE PRO S Y  R E V I J:W, 
With mountin g surprise I have read in your Oe tober I949 

issue the editorial  note on the report by Porritt anel O lsen 

[American J .  Palh . 23 ( I947 ) 805-8 I7] , o f  two cases with lepros)' 
lesions deve loping in tattoos clone i n  Australia on enl isted men of 

the U . S . Marine Corps ,  an " extended abstract " o f  which report 

you repri nteel from the /nlernational !oNrnal 01 Leprosy [ 1 6  ( I948 ) 
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5 1 4-5 1 9 ] .  Bec a u se o f  t h e  in A u e nce o f  y o u r  periodica l ,  I w o u l d  

l i k e  to c o m m e n t  o n  t ha !  ed i tor ia l .  I f - e l  i n  a posit i o n  to e lo 5 0  

beca  use I hae l  t h e  pr iv i lege o f  see i n g ,  w i t h one o f  t h ose p h )'s ic i a ns 

at  Ann Arbo u r  i n  1 947 ,  one o f  the  pa t i en ts and a I !  o f  t h e  h isto l og ica l 

materia l ,  a nel i n  conseq uence was led to prepare a n el p u b l i sh  that  

abs l rac t .  

I n  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  m a t ter  t o  " i n te l l igen t  scru tiny "-cl o n e ,  b)' 

the  \\' a)',  w i t h o u t  reference to my ecl i tor i a l  note that accompaniecl 

t h e  abstract-)'o u sa)' ,  fi rst ,  t h a t  " no vielence is q u otec l as t o  

w h e l h e r  t h is ! own [ from w h ic h  t h e  men c a m e ]  w a s  i n  an  enel e m i c  

a r e a  o f  l eprosy , " a n cl l h e n  t h a t  " no evi clence i s  given as t o  

w h  t h e r  fr ienels or  r e I  a t ives o f  these t w o  patients  hacl ever s u fiered 

fro m lepro s)' " ;  anel  you enel w i th the suggest ion that t hese m i g h t  

h a v e  h a e l  themsel ves tat loeel to CO\'er e x i s t i n g  lepros)' l esions , 

because l h a t  h a s  somet i mes been elon e i n  e n cl e m i c  reg ions i n  Asi a .  

T h e  report a s  p u b l i sh eel a n d  repr in ted i s  heacleel a s  e mana t ing  

from Pontia c ,  Mich igan,  in the  n o r t h  c e n t r a l  U n i teel States . The 

a u thors ev id ent l)' regarded i t  as u n n ecessary to  say that  that  area 

is not an endemic o n e ; b u t ,  rea l iz ing  that an international  a u d i ence 

might not be aware o f  that  fac t ,  I said in my edi torial  that i t  i s  
" . . .  a p l ace where leprosy is not a n el never  has been e ndem ic , 

anel 50 far as has been l earn d ,  n o  case has ever l iveel . . . . " 

rhat  5tatement aIs o appl ies to lhe  further q uest ion about  friends 

and relat ives,  w hich the report itse l f  eleals  with i n  the statement 

that  there was nothing significant in  the fam i ly or personal  h is

tories of  the patients . As for the  other i elea ,  both men were tat

tooed with the same design on the  left  forearm , and there is no 

reason whatever to s uggest that  that  was done to  conce a l  pre

existing l ep rosy lesions. Those men would  not  have known a 

lepro us macule had they seen one ; they had not the sl ightest 

s uspicion of the n a t ur e  of the condit ion about 'vvh ich , some 21 

years later, t hey sought a d v ice . 

Reference to the  original report would ha ve revealed t h e  fact 

that the true diagnosis was first  suggested by a third physician . 

There is nothing in the report which suggests that  it was not  written 

conservat ive ly ,  i n te l l igent ly anel  in good faith , anel i t  appeareel in 

a partic u lar ly conserva tive j o u r n a l  The attempt to  make a n  

absurelity o f  i t  b y  suggesting a para l le l  to  in fect ion b y  a crocoel i l e  

wi th " lc protic pyorrhea " seems q u i te u n w arranted . 

I share the skept ic ism expressed abou t  the Lago udaky case , 

having also seen the man i n  1 938 . I n  a l l  conservatism, however,  

I cannot share the view that  a l l  reports in the l i tera t ure of cases 

o f  accielental  inoculation a re of " extremely doubtfu l  s igni ficance , "  

j ust because many are . I t  i s  o f  course a moot q uest ion-pertinent 
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i n  t h is con nec t ion- lVhethe r . o r not  A rn i n g ' s  de l iberate inocula tion 

o f  a H a lVaian cri m i n a l  was success fu l ,  but  I agree with Veeleler 

who wrote [ Porto Rico f . Pllbl. Hlth .  & T1'Op .  M ed.  6 ( I 930 ) I 06-
I 2 I ] , " Persona l ly I bel ieve that  leprosy was transm itted in th i s  
case  . . . .  " Di fficu l t  to shru g off is ele La ngen ' s  report [ F  a r  East . 

Assoc . Tro p .  Med . ,  I 930 ,  vol . 2 ,  p .  499] of a man apparently 

i n fected by an unsteri l ized syri n ge which had been useel to in ject 

a leprosy patien t .  Sti l 1  more elifficult  to eleny-quite i mpossible 

for me , s ince when in Pa ris in  I93I I was consulted about the case 

and shown the biopsy mater ia l-is Marcho u x '  report [ In/ernat . 
f . Lep . 2 ( I 934 )  I -6 ]  o f  the acc idental i n fect ion o f  a surgical  

assistant by a need l c  w hich entered h is  ha nd . 

I f  leprosy is an i n fcctious d isease it m ust be transmitted 

someho w .  As fo r the ro ute,  the evidencc that infection may occur  

thro ugh and i n  t he skin cannot  bc ignored . Indeed , that  may be 

the usual  porta l  of  entry, i f  one can accept as significant the 

apparent primary cutaneous lesions to be found in  young c hi ldren . 

I subm i t  that ,  un less it be true that the adult  cannot be infected 

at  ali ,  the report which your editorial holds up to  ridicule m ust 

be taken seriously.  More than that, beca use two persons were 

dea lt  with at the same time and both developed the in fection , each 

therefore affording a sort o f  control o n  the other, I submit that i t  

is the most convincing event  of  the  k ind ever  reported . The 

report is not beyond c rit icis m ,  o f  course ,  but  criticism o f  i t  should 

be reasonable . What could have been done , a fter three years and 

from the other side oi the world from the scene o f  the inoculatio n ,  

t o  give these cases the " much m o r e  thorough , a n d  m uch more 

careful " investigation demandcd is not  eviden t .  

C u l iou Leper Colony, H. W .  WAD E ,  M . D .  
Phil ipp ines . 

Dear D r .  Ryrie ,  
This  is j ust  a note to correct  an e rror  which has  appearec\ i n  

t h e  Leprosy Review of October, I 949, page I I 9 ,  and also the same 

error in  the Jan . -Apr . I950 issue ,  page 6. Sodi1l11Z Nitrate is given 

as the diazotization agent in  the determining of the su l fones of  

blood and o lher ftuides , and this should be Sodi1l717. Nitrite instead . 

I presu m e  i t  is a typographical  error . 

confusion if the individual  IS not 

determination .  

T h is , h owever, may cause 

famil iar  with sulph one 

Respectfu I I  y ,  

Carvi l le ,  La . ,  U . S . A .  

June I 9 ,  I 950 . 

S I S T E R  HI LARY Ros s .  




