
with unrclishcd casc o To mcn,  w o m e n ,  and c h i ldren such as thesc 

the advent anel promisc of su lphones has come as a complete t rans­

formation in thcir  l ives and psyc hologica l o u t look . W ith thc 

ult imate abol ishment o f  the cruel  system o f  segregation for a l l 

cases of leprosy, and above al i  thc more hu manc and enlightencd 

psychologica l  o utlook , we may yet see the day when an articlo 

on the l eprosy complex will be o utmoded and unnecessary . 

S U L P H ET R O N E .  

METHOD O F  P R EPAR I NG T H E  l N ] E C T I ON SOL U n O N  
F R O M  T H E  G R A N ULES . 

4 :4'-bis- ( y phenylpropylamino ) d iphenyl su lphone- a : y : ai : yl ­

tetrasod ium tetrasulphonate . 

(This method U/as first demonstrated in this COlmtry to a tealJt of 

Brazilian lepralogists, led by Dr. Ernani Agricola and DI'. Alcantara 

Madeira, U/hen they visited England in 1950 . )  

PRE PARATlON O F  I N )  ECTA B L E  SO LU Tl O N S  
, S u l phetrone ' branc I 4 A'-bis- ( y  pheny l p ro pyla m i no ) c l iphenyl 

su lphone- a :  y :  a ' :y' - tetrasodium tetras ul phonate in contrast with 
the majority of  the other derivatives of  diaminodi phenyl s u lphonc  

is soluble in water  and t h c  preparation of  sol ution:; for parentera l 
administration is an easy matter . T he stabi l ity of ' Sulphetrone ' 

solutions is to a certain degree dependent upon the concentration . 

Solutions of high concentrat ion ( 50 to 60% ) withstand h eating 

very wel! . A pproximately isotonic solutions ( r o% ) are much less 

stable than those of higher concentration . 

Solutions of 50-60 per cent o concentrat ion may be steri l isec1 

by autoclaving at I I 5 de,grees C. ( steam at r o-Ibs . press ure ) and 
such solutions m ay be kept for a long period in sealed ampoules . 



SUL PHETRONE 25 

A slight change in colour or a faint opales encc after sterilisation 

has been shown to have no significancc. 

D I R ECTIONS FOR P R E PARING 1 00 M I L S  OF • SU L P H ETRON E . SOLUTl ON 
50%. 

, Sulphetrone ' Granules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50 grammes . 

Water for Injection ( B. P. or U. S . P. )  sufficient to make r oo 

mils . 

Add the 50 grammes of ' Sulphetrone ' a little at a time to  

60 mils  of  hot Water for Injection , stirring until all the ' Sulphc­

trone ' has dissolved. Allow to cool. Make up the volume to 

r oo mils with more Watcr for Injection and stir thoroughly . Filter 

the solution through a suitable fi lter to give a clear filtrate. 

Fifty per cent o solutions of ' Sulphetrone ' may be sterilised 

by autoc\aving in sealed ampoules or in multi-dose containers . 

Phenol or Chlorocresol may be added as bacteriostatic agents to 

56% Sulphetrone Solutions in multidose containers. 

AUTOCLA V I NG 
Containers of 500/ r ooo mils may be sterilised by heating at 

I I S o  ( ro-lbs . steam pressure ) for 45 minutes. 

Con t a i ners Df r oo mils or less need bc heated for 30 minutes 

only. 

Multi-dose containers should be well-filled and the solution 

should be protected from contact with air by a suitable air-tight 

closure. Under such conditions the solution should be stable for 

a long period . The solution in partly filled containers should be 

I l sed up within a few c1ays. 

, Sulphetrone ' solutions are somewhat sensitivc to l ight and 

should be protected from excessive exposure to daylight. 

This method was devised with the techn ical assistance of the 

staff of Burroughs Wellcome & Co. ( Proprietors , The Wellcome 

Founc1ation ) . 




