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tions to be stronger in the summer tha.n in the winter months, 
and that subsidence in clinical activity is associated with a 
diminut ion in the reaction to lepromin .  

T h e  same workers (Ibid p .  93) report attempts t o  increase 

the reaction to lepromin in cases of leprosy by repeated test
ing. Lepromin tests were repeated monthly, usually" for a total 
of 5 to 1 5  i njections, in 27 neural cases with no change in 9, 
slightly weaker ones in 10 and slightly stronger ones in 8 . 
Similar trials in 62 lepromatous cases, which initially had given 
negative results in 58 and weak ones in the remairiing 4, showed 
no change in 47 and slightly stronger ones in only 2 .  They 
wer fherefore unable to confirm earlier reports of Bargehr that 
by this means negative reactions to lepromin could be converted 
into positive ones. 

Dharmendra (Leprosy in India, 1942 , October, p .  1 22) re
ports on the preparation of a bacillary antigen standardised by 
weight.  Hitherto, suspensions hom leprosy nodules contained 
some tissue elements in addition to the bacil l i ,  but the latter 
have now been obtained in a p u re form . Two gram mes of 

nodules from the ears , after sterilis?tion in an autoclave, are 
ground in a mortar with 50 C .c .  o f  chloroform repeatedly until 
a smear of the remaining tissues is almost free f rom bacil l i . On 
evaporating off the ch loroform on a water bath only bacilli 

and l ipoids remain . The latter are d issolved in added ether 
and centrifuged to remove the l ipoids, the deposited bacilli 
separ�ted by the centri fuge and dried in C! vacuum. Standard 
lepromin is prepared by dissolving I millegramme of the dried 
bacteria in 10 c . c .  of carbol sal ine,  and 0 . 1  m i l ligram me used as 

the standard dose. 

COLONIAL MEDICAL REPORTS 

Annual Report for 1 941 of the Central Leper Hospital, M akogai, 

Fiji. 

Dr. C. J .  Aust in ,  the Medical Superintendent,  reports 
further progress of this important Southern Pacific institution . 
During 1 94 I ,  59 cases o f  leprosy were admitted, 3 5  being 
neural and 2S lepromatous ones . The deaths were 34, and 47 
were discharged after having been negative bacteriologically for 
two years and 45 more negative cases were awaiting examination 
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by the medical board ; a good result among a total of 702 cases . 
By far the h ighest percentage o f  discharged cases wer� among 
the ook Islanders, d ue to the larger proportion of arly cases 
sent i n  by a doctor who had be n trained at the leper settlement. 
Improved training in leprosy of medical practitioners is there
fore required ,  together with regular i nspection of school chil
dren and of  all known contacts, i f  good results from treatment 
are to be obtained . The Indian admissions contained the 
largest proportion of  advanced lepromatous cases, but in spite 
of . this 1 54 ( 58 .  I per cent . )  of 290 of the lepromatous type 
showed improvement during the year, against 70. 8  per cent. o f  
the more favourable n rve cases . N o  I ss than 2 4  of  h e  39 
deaths were due to leprosy , including those due to sepsis and 
gangrene, and 5 more were due to tuberculosis .  Iodised 
chaulmoogra oil given intramuscularly and ethyl esters 
intradermally remains the routine treatment . 

J amaica M edical Department R eport for Year ending 3 1 st December, 

1 941 . 

Leprosy cases in the Home numbered 1 58 at the beginning, 
and 1 78 at the end of the year. Admissions numbered 3 I ,  9 
died and 2 absconded . Considerable improvements have re
sulted since &ve sisters o f  the Marist order arrived in 1 940, but 
expansion is  a matter of urgency . 

Trinidad and Tobago M edical and Sanitary R eport for 1 940. 

( Published 30th J an uary , 1942 ) . 

At the end of 1939, 377 patients remai ned at Chacachacare 

ther� were 44 new cases and 1 0  re-admissions , and the total 
number treated was 43 I .  1 9  deaths occurred. 8 . 5 7  per cent. 
1 8  persons were discharged and I I  absconded . 

N orthern R hodesia M edical Report for 1 940. 

One European leprosy case was noti&ed and 1 09 Native 
cases. 
Cyprus. 

In 1 940 the Leper Farm had 1 22 cases at the beginning of  
the year, 1 3 patients were admitted , 6 died and 8 were dis
charged on parole, leaving 1 2 1  at the end of the year. 

In 1 94 1  the admissions numbered 1 3 , the deaths 5 ,  and 1 6  
were paroled , leaving I 1 3 at the end of the year. 


