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in spite of  limited resources and in spite of the difficulties o f  
the present international situation , for this war fare will continue 
long after the present world conflagration has ceased . We are 
studying t he disease in the chi ld ,  we are studying it i n  the 

village environment, we are studying it in the institution and 
colony , but we need men of good will everywhere to co-operate 
to their· utmost, so that in the not too distant future the day 
may dawn 'when this fair land will no longer be haunted by the 
fear of leprosy, and when we shall understand the disease more 
fully and have taken effective measures to banish it from our 
midst. 

. 

(With acknowledg ments to the All India Radio , 
Trichinopoly . ) 

REVIEWS 

l.eprosy in I ndia, l U42 . 

W ar restrictions have prevented us publishing full extracts 
of the recent papers in " Leprosy in IndIa " and only a few 0 1  
the moi'e important can now be dealt with . The following 
recent Calcutta i nvestigations on lepromin are most deserving 
of  notice : 

D harmendra and Lowe (Leprosy in India, 1942 , J a n .  p. 3)  
report on the results of  the Mitsuda test in cases of Leprosy of  
Different Clinical Types i n  660 cases. Among 1 4 1  lepromatous 
cases, in �o. per cent. the reactions were negative, in 10 per 
cent . wMk and in 0 per cent.  positive . In doubtful cases 60 per 
cent . , in -neural (simple) 22 per cent . ,  in neural (anesthetic) 
9 per cent. , and in neural (tuberculoid) 6 per cent.  were nega
tive, and positive reactions were obtained in 8 , 43 ,  73 and 7 5  
pe r  cent.  l'espectively ; the remaining cases gave weakly positive 
results. -t.hus the reactions in nerve cases, as a whole, increase 
with the amount of activity as demonstrated by thickening of  
the lesions, so they are of  some value in  prognosis. 

Dharmendra, Lowe and M u khe�j i (Leprosy in India, 1942 , 
J uly,  p. 86) report on variations in the test in 1 80 cases o f  
leprosy of the neuro-muscular type to ascertain the results of 
repeating the test in d ifferent circumstances. The second re
actions proved to be weaker than the first in 1 0 5 ,  stronger in 20 
and similar in 5 5  cases. They noted a tendency for the reac-
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tions to be stronger in the summer tha.n in the winter months, 
and that subsidence in clinical activity is associated with a 
diminut ion in the reaction to lepromin .  

T h e  same workers (Ibid p .  93) report attempts t o  increase 

the reaction to lepromin in cases of leprosy by repeated test
ing. Lepromin tests were repeated monthly, usually" for a total 
of 5 to 1 5  i njections, in 27 neural cases with no change in 9, 
slightly weaker ones in 10 and slightly stronger ones in 8 . 
Similar trials in 62 lepromatous cases, which initially had given 
negative results in 58 and weak ones in the remairiing 4, showed 
no change in 47 and slightly stronger ones in only 2 .  They 
wer fherefore unable to confirm earlier reports of Bargehr that 
by this means negative reactions to lepromin could be converted 
into positive ones. 

Dharmendra (Leprosy in India, 1942 , October, p .  1 22) re
ports on the preparation of a bacillary antigen standardised by 
weight.  Hitherto, suspensions hom leprosy nodules contained 
some tissue elements in addition to the bacil l i ,  but the latter 
have now been obtained in a p u re form . Two gram mes of 

nodules from the ears , after sterilis?tion in an autoclave, are 
ground in a mortar with 50 C .c .  o f  chloroform repeatedly until 
a smear of the remaining tissues is almost free f rom bacil l i . On 
evaporating off the ch loroform on a water bath only bacilli 

and l ipoids remain . The latter are d issolved in added ether 
and centrifuged to remove the l ipoids, the deposited bacilli 
separ�ted by the centri fuge and dried in C! vacuum. Standard 
lepromin is prepared by dissolving I millegramme of the dried 
bacteria in 10 c . c .  of carbol sal ine,  and 0 . 1  m i l ligram me used as 

the standard dose. 

COLONIAL MEDICAL REPORTS 

Annual Report for 1 941 of the Central Leper Hospital, M akogai, 

Fiji. 

Dr. C. J .  Aust in ,  the Medical Superintendent,  reports 
further progress of this important Southern Pacific institution . 
During 1 94 I ,  59 cases o f  leprosy were admitted, 3 5  being 
neural and 2S lepromatous ones . The deaths were 34, and 47 
were discharged after having been negative bacteriologically for 
two years and 45 more negative cases were awaiting examination 


