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NEWS NOTES 

J apan to wipe out Leprosy.  Thirty Year Objective . 

There \V i I I  be n o  more leprosy i n  j apan thirty years fram no\\' , 
it is bel ieved by the japanese M in i stry o f  P ublic Welfare , after 

the material ization o I  the five-year plan prov i d i n g  accommodation 

for ten thousand lepers i n  asylums .  

T he n u mbel' o f  lepers i n  j a pa l l  is estimated at hfteen th o usand .  
The G overnment has h i t h el'to  o p e l l e d  u p  or has improved five 
asylums . An addit ional  asy l u m  \V i I I  be opcned this  yeal' i n 

accordance with t h e  f i ve-year p l a n . The law for t h e  prevent ion 

o f  the spread o f  leprosy has uec l l  c hanged so t h a t  pat ients  herc­
after are to be steri l ized . lt is ex pecteel that lhe exterminat ion 

of the malady w i l l  be hastenccl by t hi s  measure . 

Leprosy in J amaica . 

The DailJ' G/eall l 'r o f Jamaica o f  28th M a rc h ,  1 940, reports 

the fol lo\Ving speec h by the C o vernor o f  the is lancl :-

" [ t h i n k  it was in September,  1 938 , soel l l  a f ter  assum i n g officc 

here , that  I visitecl the  Lepers ' Home i n  Spanish Town . I was 

deep ly shocked by \Vhat I saw and e1etermineel t o  try and do some­

thing for the unfortunate i nmates . I will not weary you with 
the detai ls .  The Lepers ' Home is and for long has been a bIot on 

the aclministrat ion o f  t h i s  C olony . The relevant G o vernment papers 

taught me that the question hael been anxiously considereel with­

out any rcsult for years . Possible alternative sites had been 

exam i n ed and rejecteel for one reason or another . One o f  the 
main di ffic ult ies about removal  to another site has always been the 

fierce opposit ion o f  popu lated arcas to ha ving i t  bro u gh t near 

them , anel the i mpossibi l i ty o f  fi nding an a l ternative site which 

was both isolateel anel not entirely barre n . I e1iscussed the matter 

many times with Mr . Crayforel , the Toe H representative ,  w h o  

w a s  elriven final ly to t h e  conclusions,  which I also reacheel , tha! 

we shoulel have to make the best of its present location .  Three 

essentials remaineel ,  ( I )  more l an el ,  ( 2 )  complete rebui leling anel 

( 3 )  re-pl a n n i n g  anel pro per management .  The first was settleel by 

the generosity of t h e  U n i teel Fruit  Company,  which gave 20 

aeljacent acres for the purpose . T h e  seconel was l argely pro v ielecl 

for by the existence of  a provisional a llocation o f  f I 2 , 000 i n  the 

Loan . We were then left with the t h ircl e1iffic u l ty that  of effect ive 

anel experienced and cont inuolls  managemen t .  M r .  Crayforcl woulel 

have l ikeel to be given ch arge h i msel f ,  t h ough he ael m i t teel that 
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t i l i s  IVas  1 I 0 !  a SO l l l ! i o l l  a l i ei t h a t  I I c i t l lC r  c O l l t i l l U i t y  I l ( ) r  eff Je il : l lcy 

l' ül l ld be ,g l lara l l keu , "'V i lat IVas w<ln t!'tl W � l S  an organisat io l l  rather 

tkU l <t i l  i l l el i v i d  ua! . Hc rcached i llC lepcnue ll t 1y t 1 11' same cone l USiOl l  

as mysel f ,  that the only l lüpe oi atta i n ing what we wallted was to 

i l l tcrcst one oi  the n:l igiolls boelies who bau experienc e oi  sucb 
work , as a work o I  Illercy Ol l  a l lOn-Sl:ctarian basis . The held 01 
seardl was very narrow . As yOll  have becn informed by the Hon . 

Membcr for S t .  Catherines vario us Christ ian bodies hav e  becn in­
formally approac hed bllt w i tbou t resu l t  d uring the past few years . 

" lt was here that my own person a l  experience came in . 
Leprosy anel i ts care is a subjcct o f  wh ich 1 have had a wide 

expcri cncc , aml the importancc o I' t lw subject will perhaps excusc 

a. bric f  skctch  of that experiencc anel the conelusions to  be elraw l l 

from it, which are very relevant to this eliscussion , My fírst 

experien ce was in the Malay States anel tbe Straits Settlements-in 

the Far East . There we had originally two leper islands where 

lepers were sent by G overl l lTIent anel ho used largely in buts 01 
native construction .  T hey had pro"eel very elifficul t  to administer . 

The lepen; were m i serable anel suitablc supl:rvisioll was very harel 

to obtain . The Fedcrated Malay States G overnment thcn uecieleel 

to build a model Leper Settlement within ten miles of K uala Lumpor 
the capital town of the Federated Malay States . Large sums of  
money were spent on it and in  the end it representeel everyth ing 

tbat money could buy . But it was not a complete success . lt  

had toa muc h of  tbe atmosphere of  a prison , and the difficulties 

of proper subordinate supervisio n  were immense . Believe me, 

gentlemen , i t  requires something more than gooel h ousing and the 

normal performance of duty which a G overnment salary can buy 
to make a Leper Home other than a dismal lazaretto . 

" My next expericnce was in Borneo, where we kept o ur 

lcpers again on an islanel , in native huts on the sea shore . There 

too we could not obtain proper supervision o lVloney alone cannot 
buy continuous devotion in such distressing surroundings . 

" Tbe settlement was, despite visits from k indly pcrsons in  

addition to the doctor, a place of unhappy ex i le . 1 ask you to  
follow me across the world to West Africa . In  my travels up­
country in the Gambia I found lepers in every v il lage , sharing the 

same huts anel using the same cookin;g-pots anel spread ing con­

tagion . We organ iseel one or two leper village camps and succeeded 

in a certain amount of voluntary segregation under regu lar visits 

from a doctor, but of course tbere was no proper superv ision , and 

attendants coulel not be ineluced to take on tbe job . Th ese camps 

did something to prevent the indiscriminate spreading of contagion 
anel belped to arrest the disease i n  the sufferers , but I cannot claim 
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that they rcpresentecl m u c h  hope o i  c ure o r  were rcaJly more t han 
a begi n n i n g .  We aimecl at eel uca ti l l g the peoplc to regarei leprasy 

as an avoidable  t hing , t o  De cuntrollcd by segre:gat ion , a n el 

ultimately to be cured by the inst i tution oi a properly eq u ipped 

Bome . 

At this stage 1 m ust take you across the w orld again to the 
Pac ific o 1 founel th ere that une o f  the F i j i lslanels hael been set  

asiele as a Leper Home , a small islan el oi great beauty a few hours 

sail from Suva,  the capita l town of Fij i . This  leper settlemellt 

receivcs lepers hom ali  the Pacitic lslands u n eler the j urisdiction 

of Fi j i , N cw Zcaland an el A u stral ia . lt  is manageel by the 
G overn ment oi  F i j i , w it h a res i elen t Medicai O ffi c er anel an aelmini­

stration staff o f  Marist Sisters . The expense i s  borne on a per 
capúa basis by the aelministrations concerneel anel it is run as a 
G overnment inst itu ti on on an entircJy non-sec tarian basis . 

" Ali elenominations of Christ ian ity are representeel amongst 

those inmates anel are v isi teel by their  respect iv e pastors, anel they 

have their scparate re l igious services . B u t  quite  75 per c ent o f  

these inmates a r e  Wesleyan Methodists,  since that  denomination i s  

t h e  strongest i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e Pacific,  a n d  m o s t  Fij ians belong 
to the Methoelist Churc h . At one time the lay S uperinten elent was 
a Scottish Presbyterian . 

" I wish you could see those warels , gentlemen , anel compare 

them with the squaliel misery of our own Bome 01' even , if  that 
comparision is not fair, with the soulless material efficiency of  the 
Malayan home . Clean , airy , beautifuJly-kept wards , where the 

advanced cases are not mixeel with those in the early stages­

separate c hilelren ' s  warels-a elozen or so l i ttle cots i n  eac h ,  with 
the centre tab l es piled h igh with elolls anel tedely-bears , and toys 
of ali descript ions scnt in lavish abunelance by the Anglicans of 

New Zealanel and by the Methoelists o i  F ij i-sen t  to the S isters 
to help them with their l i tt le charges . 

" Gentlemen , it is the birth-right ar evcry c h ilel to have a little 

li:ght and a little laughter . W ill you deny i t  to the sick children 

of yo�r own race ? I am sure you will not do this thing . There is 
n o  childish laughter in the Span ish Town Home, nor is there 

anything but adult depression . The word Bome is a mockery . 

At Makogai in the Pacific,  the Sisters radiate their own atmosphere 

of loving care, of  cheerfulness , anel of hope . Yes,  gentlemen-hope . 

Because every year the Director of MedicaI Services holels a 

MedicaI Boarel with the Resiclent Meelical Officer, and half  a elozen 
or perhaps a dozen pat ients are el ischargeel as c u red anel restored 

to their friends . 

" Anel I may say here, gentlemen , lest the ir cheerful sm il ing 
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efticiency anu their lifc-lollg devotion should ousc ure thc llobil ity 
of  their work , it has been fOUlld that only an exceptional doc tor 
can stand the strain of service on the Leper lsland for more than 

two or three years . He is then changed . Does it matter that the 

Sisters are strengthened in giving their lives, for it is no less that 

they .give , because of the faith that is in  them ? Did it matter 

what were the religious convictions of  the :good Samaritan ? 

" You wiU remember that it was said : ' Greater love h ath 
no man than this, that .he should give h is l i fe for a friend . '  Vou 

may also recoUect that in Kipling ' s story the  l ittle lndian boy Kim 
was called ' Iittle friend of ali the world . '  G entlemen , that i,; 
what the Marist Sisters are-little friends of ali the world .  

" The G overnment aims at stamping out leprosy i n  t h is island . 
,I have medicai opinion so lidly behind me in saying that therc is 
no reason why in a period of two or three generations we shoulcl 

not free J amaica from this scourge . It is perfectly possible in 50 

small an area . 
" But an essential conclition is a model Leper Home where 

patients would go willingly in the contident expectation of  lov ing 

care and reasonable comfort and , for those in the early stages, the 

hope of cure . " 

Leprosy in Roumania. E. Szekely carriecl out an enquiry in this 

subject and submitted a thesis in 1 938 . There are in Roumania 
about 4 ,000 lepers and this number is tending to increase , 

especially in certain regions . This process is in progress c hiefty 

in the froritiers of Bessarabia . The devotees of a rel igious sect who 
mutiliate themselves so as to become eun uch s  after the birth of the 

first male child , are the chief contributors to this malady ; the other 
. 1  inhabitants are also attacked but i n  a less proportion . In  Roumania 

there is no special legislation enforcing th e isolation of lepers , as 

,', there is for example in Greece on an island in the Archipelago . 

. However, they require the patients to live together at Tichilesti 
at the side of the Danube . Of the two leprosia , that at Largeance 
in Bessarabia is a kind of v illage with 250 patients working in the 

fields ; among them there is a certain n umber of leper coupIes . It 

was founded in 1916, at which time leprosy began to spread con­

siderably to the south of Bessarabia . A Ieprosy speciaIist directs 
the medicaI servic e .  The leprosarium at Tichilesti , which was 

destroyed in the last war, is  being reconstructed ; it is situated in 

a very favourable climate . 

The Rhodesia Herald reports : " An interesting tree has been 

found on a plot at Highlands , and it is probable there are no others 
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so uth of t h e  Zambesi . T h e  tree is  well known t o  t h e  natives 

who come from consiclerable distances to s e c ur e  latex [rom i t ,  

beIiev ing that i t is a cure for leprosy . In appearance t h e  tree 
resembIes a frangipani ,  but is really a symadenium, a dose relativc 
of the euphorbia . Some years a;go the late Mr. Swinnerton reported 

seeing a similar tree at Mount Selincla, but efiorts to discover the 

tree have failed .  It has, however, been reported in the Zambesi 

Valley . It is probable that the Sa lisbury specimen was bro ught 

down by natives . �lmost any part of  the tree wil! grow when 
planted,  and the branches have considerable vitality . " 

[The milk-like j uice of euphorbia and other similar trees has 

a strong caustic action and is used to cauterize tuberc uloid leprides 

with a certain amount of success . -Editor . ]  

The Anti-Leprosy Campaign in Orissa, b y  lsaac Santra . 

I am writing this note on the 20th May , 1939,  sitting in a 

room where a European doctor sat exactly ten years back.  This 

man sat and meditated how best the problem of leprosy could be 
tackled in  Orissa , a place where the incidence of leprosy is highest 

in India . T here were altogether twelve doctors under his super­

V1SlOn . Long before the sunrise when the men were in bed and 

the village brides went to the v illage tank, the party would be 
seen to go out to find out how many Iepers the surrounding 
villages had , how they got the disease and what could be done 
for them . T hey must reach the village before the men left for 
the fields . By the time they came back the cattle would be seen 

resting under the shade of trees c hewing the cud . 
This labour bore fmit after ten years . From the beginning 

of 1 939 the Orissa G overnment has given effect to an anti-leprosy 
scheme which in my opinion is the best in India . Most of the 

other ten provinces of I ndia have made enquiries regarding this 
scheme . For the benefit of readers I wish to describe . the scheme . 

In the year 1936 Orissa was constituted as a separate province . 

Its population is 80 mil!ions and the number of estimated lepers is 
60 , 000 , of which 1 5 , 000 are supposed to be infectious . It is  the 

poorest province in  India.  The people ' s mainstay is agriculture . 

Many .go to the tea gardens, coaI mines and factories for labour.  

G enerally the trade is  in the hands of merchants from other 

provinces, yet the Orissa Government spends about Rs. 40 , 000 

annual!y on an anti-leprosy scheme . 

The scheme , in a few words , is to register lepers within a radius 
of five miles from existing dispensaries , provide for their treatment, 
and isolate infectious cases . This is  done through the Orissa 
Branch of the British Empire Leprosy Relief Association . Each 
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d istrict o f  the province has a el istrict  leprosy cO\ lne i l  alfi l iateel 

to t h e  Provincial  Assoc iat ion . T here are a district \eprosy officer 
anel t hree eompo unders for each distrid . Tlle medicai offic ers o f  
th e d ispensaries give treatment t o  the o l l t -pat ients a t  a 1ixed h o ur 
0 1 1  fixed days,  generally two days in the week . Each clinic has 

a cl in ic  committee and vi l lage committees w hose m a i n  work is  to 

persl lade i n fec tiol ls cases to l ive away from the vil Jage . lt was 

a c ustom i n  lndia to ask lepers to l ive outside the vi l lage OI' 

spen cl t h e  rl'st of their  l ives within the premises of a temple . 

T l l e  presl' l 1 t  al tempt is to. make it more humanitari a n . H uts are 
b u i l t ,  en ough lane l  is  given for cultivation p urposes , and at te mpts 

made to makc th e ir l i ves com fortable . To superv ise a l i  these 

works s pread o\'cr t h e  districts ot the pro v i nce t hcre is a prov inc i a l  

\errosy officer.  T h is  ofiicer and mysel f w i I l  b e  going rouncl a l i  
the d istricts o f  t I l<.' provi nce checking survey figures , watc hing the 

treatment of c 1 i n i c s ,  i n specting proposed v i llage isolation centres 

and colonies , and we hope to benefit the campaign by our advicl' . 

The expense , i n cl ud ing staff ' s pay, l i terat ure , medieines,  isolation 

huts , food and clothing for isolated cases,  i s  estimated at f452 
a year. 

Accor d i n g  to the estimation , by th e end of five years ( the plan 

has been sanctioned for five years ) l eprosy c 1 i n ics will h a ve been 

a ttar hed to ali the cl ispensaries , each d istrict will have at least 

four isolation centres , and a large c olony and a central laboratory 

for leprosy work will  have been established . Sufficient data wi l l 

have been colleded to impress the  G overnm ents that continuation 
of the work is  necessary . 

r have often tried to guess what ideas were passing throug h  

t h e  European doctor ' s  mind when h e  sat i n  this room . B u t  I am 
S l l re IH' w i l l  b e  pleased that h i s  labour h a s  borne fmit .  Orissa 

\Vi I I  ( 'ver f('main  grateful  to h i m .  

T h e  Field shows a picture o f  Chaulmoogra trees ( probably 

Hydnocarpus w igh t iana ) at the G overnment Experimen tal Statioll 
n ear R abaul , in the Mandated Territory of New Guinea . T hes('  

tn'es are gradual ly lX' ing introducecJ ali  over the tropics . 

The Federation of Leprosy Relief Associations . This 

organ isat ion ,  foundecJ in Brazil in 1932 ,  had then only six groups 

of voluntary auxilia ry helpers . Today the FecJeration has 78 

aux i l iary soc iet ies d istributed throughou t t h e  coun try ,  le I lding 

inval uable help to the G overnment Leprosy Boarcl . Their work 

is thl ls  cJ l·scribed . " Tllt' father of thl' family h acJ some spots on 
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his fac e .  H i s  ( 'ars \Vere rcooish ano somewh a t  swo l l en . H i s  wife 

remonstrated wi th h im sometimes beca use he wOllld not see a 
doctor . ' Oh , '  h c  \V o u l d  reply ,  ' th is is I lothing .  T hcrc a r e  

plenty of folks with spots on their faces . ' T h is kind o f  talk 
often took place . 'fhen one day he felt really ill .  H e  went to 
the Health c entre . The skin specialist diagnosed him as a leper 
that required h ospital treatment . ' Eut who w i11 care for my 
family, ' the man pratested . ' Don ' t you worry about that ,  my 
friend , '  said the doctor .  ' Here in the town we have o ur  Leprosy 

Relief Association . Yunr wife \ViU be cared for ,  y O llr family w i l l  
b e  sent to the children's home, where they will be kept , a n ti  given 
a11 their ed ucation . Our Association wiII provide for all  their neecls 
and for th eir motheI' .  She can visit you in  hospital , and C; lll 

always be sure of heI' chil dren ' s  happiness . ' 
" Five ycars passed ; the children , well c arco for in hcalthy 

surroundings ,  had been saved from the disease and were bettcr 

equipped for life than i f  they had remained in their father ' s  home , 

while he himself was d ischarged ' cured ' sufficiently to warrant 

a return to the happiness of his home . " 

Elephantiasis Graecorum . The name of leprus.\' arose out of 
a good ' deal of con f llsion . According to Livcing ' s  G oulstonian 

Lecture in 1873, leprasy was not known in G reece in the t ime o f  

Hippocrites, who described psoriasis a s  lepra e.nÉpll) . E y  t h e  t ime 
of Aretaeus true leprasy had come to South East Europt' , and 
he descríbed its signs accurately under the term " leontiasis . " 

Lecretius and Celsus , the Latin writers, use the term eleph a n tiasis 

or leontiasis graecorum for this disease desciibed by the G reeks ; 
and they used the term elcp,h,antiasis arYabum for the filarial 

disease we now call elephantiasis . 
The Hebrew word Zaarath was a gener ic term for var ious 

sc aly skin diseases which are mcntioned in the B i ble . 1 1  has 
wrangly been translated by the specific term " leprosy . "  

Constantine Africallus,  in the l l th ccntury A .  D . ,  in acconlance 
with the theory of the four juices of the body , divided leprosy into 
tour types : c!cphan tiasi.\·, leon ina, alupccia, t)'ria ; but h e used lepra 
as th e  general term . 




