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tapo Measure about 20 C . C .  of 5 %  potassium iodide solution 
and pour about 5 C.C.  of it  into the flask. Remove the cork 
from the tube and pour the l iquid from the tube into the 
flask. W-ash out the potassium iodide from the tube into the 
flask with the remainder of the 20 C.C.  of potassium iodide 
solution. 

Keep the stopper in  the flask as much as possible .  Pour 
into the flask about � C.C .  of 1 % starch solution ; in  the 
presence of peroxides a brown colour results .  Titrate the 
contents of the flask against 5�0 sodium thiosulphate :solution 
shaking thoroughly the whole t ime .  The end point is  reached 
when the brown colour goes and is replaced by the paI e straw 
colour of the oi l  in -emulsiono Read the number of C . C .  of 
:00 sodium thiosulphate used . With a really good oil the 
reading should be less than 1 C . C .  With readings less  than 
2 C. C.  the oil i s  usually satisfactory. Higher reading's indicate 
the presence or excess of peroxides. 

P'/ttrification of oxidized oil. 

If oil contains too much acid and peroxide it  can be 
pur ified by washing one or more ti rn es with !% caustic soda 
and by passing steam through it ,  but this is  a troublesome 
processo After neutralization the oi l  can be tested for acid 
as described above but the test for peroxide is no longer 
applicable .  

. 

REPORTS 

D f .  M .  J .  Oberdoerffer sends a prel iminary report 
on Jantol, manufactured by Messrs .  Bayer-Leverkusen. He 
tried out this drug on 16 patients .  Bis conclusions were that 
Janto l  is a diffi cult drug to use. I t  can only be inj ected in 
small doses, as otherwise it  produces s-evere local and general 
reaction. The high iodine content ( 2 . 5 ;;0 )  i s  a dangerous 
attribute. The special eff·ects of chaulmoogra preparations 
depend on the possibi l ity of giving large doses, which are 
1 l0t  possible with Janto/ .  He considers that this dru�' can 
only be used in  small doses and in carefully selected cases .  
What its final effect wil l  be he cannot j udge yet ,  as he  has 
only used it for s ix weeks. 
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Biederwolf Leper Colony, Soonchun, Korea. 

Dr. Wilson writes in his report : -" One rea l  problem 
i s the cured leper. If your neighbour had been under treat­
ment in a leper colony and returned saying he was cured , 
would you care to have him to stay in yOUr home ? OI' woul d 
there be for him any opportunity of marriage ? Doubt less ,  
no ! One young man was discharged from our eolony eured. 
After a few months he came baek in great distress ,  with this 
story : ' My own friends would not a l low me to drink from 
our well nor  walk in  the vi l lage path .  My family said that 
my presence would prevent my sister and brother . from 
getting married . I am not :a l lowed to beg ; my situation i s  
hopeless .  So I have come back to you . '  

" We have a solution for such a problem too. I t  is to 

The first group of married cases with their adopted children . 

locate cured cases on small rice plots, in  families where 
possible, so that they may be self-supporting and gradual ly 
may give assurance to the public  that the cure has been 
permanent and that the forme r leper is  a safe eitizen of his 
community. Then he may go to his vi l lage or dsewhere and 
be an exponent of the eradication of leprosy from Korea . 

" A marriage experiment has prov,ed a most happy one. 
A year ago we ,sdected eleven men with good reeords of 
response to treatment and helpfulness in  the eommunity l i fe ,  
and arranged for the selection of :a wife for each, by the 
oriental plan, from among women of l ike progress o  Each 
pair selected a leper chi ld ,  boy or gir l ,  to adopt and make 
their home complete. The men, with their consent, were 
first steri l ized.  Then there was a union marriage eeremony, 
and the :adopted childr,en aeted as attendants at the wedding. 

" Each pai r was given material with which to build a 
home in  the colony, land for a garden , and a rice fidd.  
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Together each pair and their  son, 01' daughter, bui lt the home, 
planted the vegetables , the flowers and the rice ; and they are 
now carrying on their happy faniily l i fe. We can go further 
with this when our friends supply us with additional l and.  
Remarkable progress has been macJ.e by the lepers in making 
the very poor barren soil into fine farm land. The entire 
colony has gotten the spirit of farming as they have the spirit 
of treatment. Our friends believe in treatment beca use they 
see results. They bel i eve in  farming because they see results 
toa ; and the full larder means a good table. At our annual 
fair are displayed a great variety of farm produce and other 
things made in the colony ; and this is a great stimulus to alI . 
At the last fai r were exhibited farm products, rabbits, pigs, 
needle-work, trunks, tinners ware, pego legs ,  and even a house 
cat, which was brought in a cage to show the best cat in the 
place .  One rul e is  that every patient must save seed for next 
year, and that everyone must plant annually 1 00 trees. The 
place has taken on real beauty and has become a haven of 
rest for an outcast people . "  

Annual Report for 1 936  of  Leprosy Research Department, 

School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta. 

As many as 1 762 new patients appeared for diagnos is, 
during the year ,  of which 1 568 were definite1y d iagnos,ed 
as leprosy. Under Bacterio logy the following abstract i s  of 
special interest : -

" Attempts have been made to prove or disprove the claims of 
success ful culture which have recently been made by various workers. 
Exhaustive experiments have been carried out in the cultivation o f  
lepra bacil l i  specially, by t h e  methods of  McKinley, Soule and Verder. 
About 1 ,000 tubes of different media were inoculated in  24 experiments . 
About one-hal f o f  these were put under the gaseous tension recom­
mended by Soule and McKinley and the other hal f were incubated 
under ordinary atmospheric conditions . These were periodically 
examined over a period of  several months .  Unti l  October no defini te  
evidence o f  multiplication of the  bacillus was  obtained. In October, 
however, the tubes seeded in August were examined and i t  was found 
that of the 70 tubes kept in a gaseous environment of  40 per cent. 
oxygen and 1 0  per cent. carbon dioxide according to the method o f  
Soule and McKinley, 35 showed slight macroscopic and considerable 
microscopic evidence of colony formation, many masses of acid-fast 
baci l l i  being found in  smears . Of  the other 70 tubes kept under 
ordinary atmospheric conditions, 14 showed similar but less marked 
evidence of growth. Subculture is  being attempted . The ' deta i l s  of 
the experiments with the gaseous tension method are at present a s  

follows : -
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Experiments under 10 per cento CO2 amd 40 per C1e'n t  O 2  gasel()'LtS 
atmosphet1e. 

Number o f  exper�ments . . . 
N umber o f  tubes inoculated 
Number of tubes examined so far 

Results 'Oi the 1 59 tuóes exammed. 

Contaminated 
No. A.F. bacilli 
Smears showed scanty to fair amount of A.F.  

bacilli . 
Large number of  A.F. bacil l i  ( Suggestive of  

multiplication) . . .  

8 
3 1 3  
1 59 

23 
1 1  

89 

36 
(All f rom two 
experiments . ) 

Multiplication o f  bacil l i  has not been proved, nor has the organism 
found been shown to be the leprosy organismo 

In the minced-chick-tissue medium persistence o f  bacil l i  for a 
long time and carrying over o f  bacil l i  f rom one tllbe to another i s  
observed, but  no defmite mllltiplication has  been obtained . I t i s  
believed that the  fmdings of Salle, who reported that in tissue Cll ltllres 
and in  minced-chick-tissue media the bacil l i  multiply in  alternating 
acid-fast and non-acid- fast forms at the variolls stages of  sub-culture , 
has been disproved. The bacill i remain acid-fast, but no non-acid- fast 
forms have been seen except for the contaminants . These contaminat­
ing organisms, when put on to f resh media, do not become acid-fast .  




