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Hansen experienced how terrible and bitter the judgment 
passed on such a revolt can be. One particular reason, on 
account of which he fought the old conception of life and 
sought to defend the rights of the new scientific theories, 
was the religious fatalism which . he met among the public 
in his campaign against leprosy. His constant and intense 
reminders of the necessity for prudence in coming in con
tact with lepers, as the disease could be transmitted by con
tagion, were often followed by rejoinders such as these : 
" it is predestined ",  or " that depends on God and not on 
you ".  Though he criticis,ed strongly the unhygienic kind of 
life in the leprous districts, yet he was very popular and one 
to whom one could speak freely. It is pleasing to recount 
how the peasants often considered him a very ingenious 
person. When he explained to them that it was his inten
tion to lextirpate leprosy they asked him : " But how long 
do you expect to live then ? " 

Armauer Hansen was a handsome man, solidly built, and 
one who quickly drew attention even in a crowd. He was 
not exactly eloquent, but he possessed a remarkable gift for 
putting forward his opinions in a simple, short, clear manner, 
which procured the attention of his hearers. As a popular 
scientific author he possessed the same ,excellent qualities 
which gave him great importance as a propagator of new 
contemporary scientific ideas among the masses' of the people. 

Armauer Hansen died in 1912  at the lage of 70 in the 
course of an official voyage. He died happy and content, 
with the conviction that his life work had been useful to his 
country and to humanity, and certainly this fact is incon
testable. 

In testimony of his universal renown his bust was 
erected through international subscription in the garden of 
the Bergen Museum on his 60th Anniversary in 1901 . 

Already in 1 895 they had erected by international sub
scription a plaque in honour of Danielssen, which is now 
placed above the door of the leprosarium at Berg'en. 

®bituat\? 
We regret to announce the death of Prof. Edvard Lauritz 

Ehlers on May 6th, 1937, in his 75th year. Prof .  Ehlers was 
one of the leading leprologists of the last 50 )nears. Be was 
Secretary of the First International Leprosy Conference 
held in Berlin in 1897, and was Editor-in-chief of the 
International Archives of. Leprosy. 




