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against leprosy ; and (4) educating the people, the inhabitants 
of the country, in intelligent ideas on the 'subject of leprosy, 
and the responsibility of the public to co-operate with the 
authorities in their campaign. The official figure given at 
the present time of the number of notified lepers in 
Argentina is about 3 ,000, but the . author believes that the 
real number would reach to between 7,000 and 8,000. With 
the present population of 1 2  millions, the leprosy co-efficient 
in the Argentine would be a little over ! per mille. The 
geographical incidence of the disease is as follows : 88% 
of notified cases live in the territories situated in the basins 
of the great rivers : 1 1  % in the far inland regions to the. 
west of the rivers : 1 % in the hilly districts towards the 
Andes. All the ordinary clinical types of leprosy are found, 
including the tuberculoid. About half the cases examined 
in recent years have been bacilliferous and half non
bacilliferous. Eight-tenths of the cases were from the 
poorer indigent classes of the popUlation, two-tenths from 
the well-to-do classes. Abscess of nerves is very rare and 
pemphigous forms -extremely rare. J. W. LINDSAY. 

Correspondence. 
The Editor, 

" Leprosy Review." 
Dear Sir, 

At the Group meeting last night it was decided that we should 
very much like to develop the point Mr. V. R. Hackmeyer, one of .  
our members, raised privately about it really being the duty of  the 
various Governments concerned to tackle this problem. Until such 
time however it is the Christian duty of the General Public to do 
its best. 

Perhaps we can best make our point , clear with one or two 
analogies. Slum clearance for instance can only be effectively solved 
by the State, and private efforts at building houses, through charity, 
would definitely be wrong. Again, think of all the various State 
services on which in 1928 £338,500,000 were spent on social services 
(British Industrial Future, p.245) ,  and imagine private charity trying 
to attempt it. Such things as Unemployment Insurance, National 

, Health Services, Council Houses etc. 
In our opinion it is our duty to do all we possibly can to help 

the lepers, but we owe them the duty of informing the general public 
that we are only asking for their help till such time as the Government 
undertakes the work itself . 

Perhaps these thoughts may be of  some help to you in your 
splendid work. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. HUNT, Secretary, 

9th February, 1937. Trowbridge Group, Toc H. 
[ This question is dealt with in the editorial. Ed. ]  




