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most of whom are dismissed without mutilation or scar of any kind. 
They are subjected to six-monthly re-examinations after leaving the 
hospital , those showing signs of recrudescence being re-admitted for 
further treatment. 

The two Government leprosy hospitals each treated over 500 cases 
during the year. The older hospital at Ngomahuru is now well organised 
and equipped. Mtemwa hospital is in course of development . The 
Colony acknowledges with gratitude a further donation of £400 from The 
British Empire Leprosy Relief Association, for developing this hospital , 
and states that the existing satisfactory methods of treating leprosy is due 
to a great extent to the practical help afforded by this Association during 
the last few years. A smaller leprosy institution is attached to Mnene 
Mission and is subsidised by the Government , where 54 cases were treated 
during the year. 

It is considered that the present policy of the Government is on 
right lines, having as its aim the ultimate eradication of the disease as 
well as the relief of immediate suffering. But its working cannot be fully 
effective until it is possible to multiply the system of medical units in 
the native reserves, so as to bring much larger numbers of the indigenous 
population under medical supervision . 

A table is included showing the number of cases treated in 1 933 at 
the three institutions , as 1,099. 

Correspondence.  
PURULIA LEPER COLONY, 

9th July, 1934 . 
To The Editor, " Leprosy Review," London . 
DEAR SIR, 

In reply to the questions asked by Dr. T. B. Welch, from Wete , 
Pemba, in the LEPROSY REVIEW for January, 1 934, I should like to state 
that I have carefully gone through the records of my cases whose serum 
proteins and serum formalin reactions were studied by me in 1930-,1931 ; 
and I find from a perusal of the records that there is no connection between 
a strongly positive Kahn and a strongly positive Aldehyde reaction. 
Cases who have shown a three plus or even a four plus Kahn, have shown 
a negative Aldehyde reaction, and conversely , cases with a negative or 
weak Kahn, say one plus (even after repeated testing) , have shown a 
positive reaction with the Aldehyde, of varying degrees. There seems to 
be no definite relationship between a strongly positive Kahn and a strongly 
positive Aldehyde reaction. 

In this connection, I think it is necessary to mention that in carrying 
out the Formaldehyde test, it is necessary to have a unit quantity of serum, 
a unit quantity of formalin of a particular strength, and definite criteria 
of positivity. The well-known technique of Napier referred to in my 
article should be followed, as otherwise fallacious results might be 
obtained. Every serum can be coagulated with sufficiently strong 
formalin, and if kept for a sufficiently long time. Therefore, to avoid such 
false positives, it is necessary to follow a well-known technique . With 
such a technique I could not detect any strongly positive Aldehyde 
reaction in any uncomplicated case of leprosy. 

I remain, Dear .Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

G. R. RAO. 




